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C  H  A  P.  t 

A  Defcription  of  the  Pajfingers  in  the 
Stage  Coach. 

MPv  MANLY,  an  elderly  gentle- 
man, poffeffed  of  a  large  portion  of 
wealth,  fenfe,  and  humanity,  having  loft 
an  amiable  wife,  with  whom  he  had  putled 
many  happy  years,  had  been  endeavouring, 
by  making  the  tour  of  England,  to  diffipate 
the  gloom  in  which  his  mind  was  involved; 

B  a  method 
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a  method  that  produced  falutary  effects,  as 
it  procured  him  frequent  opportunities  of 
remarking  the  resignation  and  fortitude  of 
people,  whofc  afHiftions  were  even  greater 
than  what  he  experienced.  The  acute  fenfe 
he  had  of  the  calamaties  of  others,  blunted 
the  edge  of  his  own,  and  he  found  relief  in 
the  means  he  employed  towards  the  miti- 
gation of  theirs* 

After  palling  a  feafon  at  Scarborough,  he 
was  obliged  to  return  to  town  in  the  ftage 
coach,  his  own  horfes  being  feized  with  a 
diftemper  that  was  then  epidemical.  Be- 
fore he  entered  the  coach,  he  enquired  what 
company  he  was  to  have;  and  was  informed 
an  old  gentleman,  named  Moody,  with  his 
daughter,  and  one  Captain  Cannon,  were 
all  that  had  taken  places.  The  captain  was 
very  loud  and  vociferous  in  the  orders  he 
gave  their  driver,  concerning  the  care  of  his* 
baggage  at  fetting  forth,  then  folded  his 
arms  and  compofed  himfelf  for  a  nap. 
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Mr.  Moody's  appearance  could  not  pre- 
judice his  fellow-travellers  in  his  favour;  his 
afpeA  bearing  a  ftrong  reiemblancetoNero, 
as  depi&ed  in  fom6  old  country  hall;  and  I 
always  imagined,  until  I  faw  him,  the  paint- 
ers had  rather  drawn  from  the  charadter  of 
that  emperor,  than  the  lineaments  of  any 
human  vifage:   he  was  habited  in  a  bear- 
fein  coat,  buckled  on  with  a  girdle,  an  old 
grizzle  wig  that  fecmecl  dcfigned  to  frighten, 
more  than  the  human  fpecies,  and  a  nat 
which  had  been  formerly  decorated  with 
lace,  and  retained  its  original  colour  in  no 
part  but  the  edging;  fo  that  if  he  had  not, 
at  feat  in  g  himfelf,  dropt  feme  expreflions 
which  denoted  he  was  in  the  peace,  he 
would  fooner  have  been  taken  for  a  con- 
ductor of  cattle,  than  an  eicort  to  a  pretty 
genteel  young  lady,  who  appeared  the  re- 
verfe  of*  the  juftice,  in  perfon,  drefs,  and 
humour,   An  unlucky  jolt  awaking  the  cap- 
tain, Mr.  Manly  difcovered  in  his  elevated 
eye -brow,  and  fuperciiious  fneer,  evident 
B  2  marks. 
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marks  of  felf  conceit,  and  contempt  for  Hs 
companions. 

The  vehicle  had  pa  fled  on  fome  miles  be* 
fore  any  one  in  it  attempted  to  fpeak,  when 
Mr.  Manly  broke  the  filencc  by  addreffing 
the  lady,  "  I  think,  ma'am  ,  I  had  the  plea- 
lure  to  fee  you  fome  rimes  at  the  wells; — I 
hope  if  want  of  health  or  amufement  brought 
youj  the  end  was  anfwercd." 

She  bl^ied  and  .bowed,  but  made  no 
reply;  the  old  gentleman,  pufhing  her  el- 
i>o\v,  faid,  €$  Why  don't  you  fpeak,  Rofe  ? 
^— Can't  the  girl  give  the  gentleman  a  civil 
.anfwer?"  The  lady,  who  feemed  to  wait 
fpr  his  leave  before  fhe  opened  her  lips,  re- 
plied., fX  J  am  extremely  obliged  to  you, 
iir;  ill  health  occafioned  my  taking  this 
journey,  and  I  think  I  have  found  relief-" 

'Tis  well  you  can  think  fo  at  lail, 
daughter,  but  'tis  the  firft  time  you  had  the 
grace  to  own  you  were  better:  I  hope  you 

arp 
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are .  cured  of  the  ftubborns,  and  can  live 
without  that  plaguy  pothecary,  rabbit  him  L 
merer  mention  him  but  I  wifh  he  were 
v: ea  in  bis  own  mortar." 

Mr.  Manly,  obferying  the  contracted 
$>nbw  which  accompanied  his  fpeech,  and 
the  timid  looks  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it 
was  addreffed,  began  to  fear  he  had  ftartedr 
a  difagreeable  fuhjeft,  and  in  order  to  di- 
vert their  thoughts  from  it  he  accofted  the 
oiiicer:  "  I  imagine,  fir,  you  came  ratheo 
in  purfuit  of  pleafure-,  than  health." 

(l  Neither,  'pon  my  honour;  meer chanty 
..carried  me,  and  chagrin  brings  me  back.* 

"  I  am  forry,  replied  Manly,  fo  laudable- 
a  defign  fnould  be  fruftrated." 

"  Sir,  you  fnall  judge,  and  old  bluff 
here,  turning  to  the  juftice,  if  I  have  not 
been  curfedly  ufed. — I  went  to  Scarborough, 
fir,  purely  to  fave  the  life  of  as  fine  a  wo- 
B  3  man 
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man  as  any  in  Europe,  and  as  great  a  jilt  aa 
Penelope/' 

€€  Is  die  lady  dead?"  demanded  Manly. 
41  No,  powder  her!  fhe  is  in  the  land  of 
the  living,  and  on  the  brink  of  marriage." 

"  Pkl  you  cure  her,  pray?  cried  the 
juifcice,  I  fhould  not  have  fufpeited  from 
your  vifagc  that  you  had  been  a  dodtor." 

"  You  fliould  not,  old  fquare  toes! — and 
yet,  upon  the  faith  of  a  foldier,  I  affure  you, 
I  have  rid  more  men  of  their  difeafes  than 
half  the  college  of  phyficians.  I'm  fkilled 
in  the  fcience,  my  dear!  fteel!  fteel!  is 
a  never-failing  remedy,  properly  applied/* 
Then  drawing  his  fword,  and  preferring  it; 
to  him;  "  'Tis  well  tempered,  you  old 
blade!  What  fay  you  to  this {>'m 

iQ  I  believe,  anfwered  Manly,  w  It  is  as 
fife  a  medicine,  in  your  hands,  as  any  in 
the  materia  mgdica.  j  no  life,  Iprefume,  was 

eve* 
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trer  loft  by  it. — But,  by  your  own  account, 
the  lady,  in  queftion,  did  not  experience 
ihe  efficacy  of  this  fort  t>f  phyfic;  pray  wka* 
was  your  prefcription  to  her?" 

4€  A  m6ft  fhoefcing  one,  I  mud  confefe, 
but' as  I  was  ready  to  have  (wallowed  it  to  $ 
oblige  her,  flie  had  no  reafonto  keck  at  it ; 
Mat-ri-mo-ny  I  advifed." 

111  And  Hi e  is  going  to  follow  your  i&l 
vice,  you  fey/'  added  Manly. 

"  Yes,  yes.  but  not  according  to  my  di- 
rection; fhe  has  ufed  me  confoundedly; 
that  I'll  trumpet  to  all  the  world;  you  fee' 
my  perfon — it  might  have  been  more  for  her 
eafe  if  {he  never  had;  but,  let  that  pafs — I 
have  the  honour  to  bear  a  lieutenant's  com- 
miffion; — acid  to  this  the  politenefs  and 
knowledge  1  have  acquired  in  the  fervicc, 
and  tell  me,  whether  fuch  qualifications  art; 
not  Efficient  to  entitle  a  gentleman  to  any 
woman's  favour  in  the  nation?  Yet,  fuch  was 
BS  4  my 
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my  confumed  modefty,  I  fbould  never  have 
thought  of  attacking  her,  had  fhenot  made 
the  arft  advances;  and  my  profefion  obliges 
the  to  accept  all  challenges,  or  be  branded 
with  cowardice.  But,  this  is  nothing  to  my 
ilory^ 

*f  It  was  my  fate  to  be  quartered,  lafl  year, 
in  a,  town,  near  which  her  brother,  Sir 
Marmaduke  Hartly,  has  a  feat;  the  neigh- 
bourhood gave  out  that  fhe  had  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  to  her  fortune,  but  that 
report  made  no  more  impreffion  upon  me, 
than  if  it  had  been  fo  many  bullets.  I,  and 
my  brother  officers,  pafled  our  time  very 
queerly  in  this  place,  which  being  inhabited 
chiefly  by  trades-people,  could  not  furnifh 
^  thofe  neceflary  amufements  that  men  of 
figure  and  tafie  require;  fo,  to  chafe  away 
the  dull  hours,  and  fave  ourfelves  actually 
from  finking  under  the  preflureof  ftupidity, 
tire  propofed  to  forae  of  the  wires  and  daugh- 
ters, to  have  an.  allembly  once  a  month :  it 
happened -Mifs  HSrtly  was  in  the  country,. 

and 
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and  graced  our  laft  ball  with  her  prefence; 
as  fhe  came  late,  unfortunately  I  was  en- 
gaged to  dance,  before  fhe  made  her  ap- 
pearance, with  a  girl  of  my  acquaintance: 
however,  perceiving  fhe  was  piqued,  and- 
being  unwilling  to  give  her  chagrin,  I  prc- 
fently  pretended  to  hurt  my  ancle,  quitted 
my  partner,  and  retired  into  the  card  room, 
where  (he  was  engaged  at  whifL  No  fooner 
had  I  Rationed  myfelf  at  her  elbow;  but  L 
obferved  her  features  brighten  up:  and  call- 
ing her  eyes  towards  me,  with  afrnile,  (he 
afked  me  for  a  pinch  of  rap^e,  upon,  which 
I  prefentcd  my  box,  and  fl;e  commended 
the  fnuff  to  the  heavens;  was  not  this  hint 
pretty  plain  ?" 

€%  Truly,  faid  the  juflice,  I  think  it  was, 
and  I  hope  you  were  fo  mannerly  to  let  her 
take  what  fhe  liked  on't;  not  b»t  'tis  a  fool- 
ilh  cuftom  women  have  got  into,  of  filling 
their  heads  with  dull  and  nonfenfe."  Here 
the  old  gentleman  paufed,  to  apply  a  large 
quid  of  tobacco  to  his  mouth,  and  the  officer 
proceeded, 

B5  « 
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This,  f>r,  was  but  a  prelude  to  further 
advances;  for  fhe  clefired  me  to  find  her 
fervants,  and  order  her  chariot,  then  ac- 
cepted of  my  hand  to  put  hef  into  it/7 

f(  And  what  followed  ?"  {aid  Mr.  Manly* 

"  I,  to  be  fare/'  anfwered  Cannon. 

"  I  mean,  faid  Mr.  Manly,  what  fur- 
ther acquaintance  had  you  with  the  lady  ?" 

<c  That  is  what  I'm  coming  to,  replied 
the  foldier,  I  propofed,  after  fhe  had  fhewn 
filch  an  inclination  to  be  well  with  me,  to 
have  attended  her  at  her  brother's,  and 
Vent  next  day  thither  to  pay  my  devoirs  to 
her^  but  a  fervant  told  me  fhe  did  not  chufe 
to  fee  company  whilft  Ihe  ftaid  in  the  coun- 
try; in  about  a  fortnight  fhe  changed  her 
quarters,  and  I  never  could  fee  her,  till 
this  fummer  I  was  informed  fhe  was  gone 
to  Scarborough;    and  after  fuch  flagrant 

hints, 
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hints',  I  could  not  be  Hi  a  lofs  to  guefs.tlie- 
occafion  of  her  taking  that  route/' 

f<  What  hints?"  faid. Moody. 

M  Thofe  I  have  repeated;  ladies  don't 
rrfe  tofpeak  right  down;  but  I  was  too  well 
verfed  in  the  fex  not  to  know  love  was  the 
caufe  of  the  indifpofition  that  carried  her 
there;  fo  I  marched  to  the  wells  after  her, 
and  waited  upon  her  at  her  lodgings,  the 
Morning  after  my  arrival,  being  willing  to 
fhew  my  readinefs  to  relieve  her;  flie  was 
fo  exceflively  civil,  that  I  offered  to  dance 
with  her  at  the  ball  that  evening,  but  that 
fhe  declined.    Matters  going  on  fo  fwim- 
ingly,  I  fent  her  a  billet-doux,  which  cofl; 
me  three  hours  time  to  compofe  next  morn- 
ing, and  ftaid  at  home  all  day,  in  expedi- 
tion of  an  anfwery  notwithftanding  I  had 
received  a  whole  pack  of  cards  from  the  no~ 
bifity  and  gentry  of  my  acquaintance,  re- 
questing the  favour  of  my  company  at  the 
rooms.  No  notice  being  taken  of  my  fetter, 
I  began  to  fufpeft  ifce  intended  to  jilymc;- 
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and  then  determined  to  make  her  another 
vifit,  in  order  to  expoftulate.  with  her  on 
the  abfurdity  of  her  behaviour :  accordingly 
I  drefledmyfelfin  a -new  fuit  of  true  French 
embroidery,  and  went,  and  how  d'ye  think- 
fhe  received  me  ? " 

**'  No  doubt,  with  fbxpaCt^  fkiJ'Rian^- 

€<  Yes,  funburn  her !  :  fo  fhe  did,  but ncfc 
th  the  manner  you  would  expeft;  for,  when- 
I  explained  the  defign  upon  which  I  came, 
(lie  bridled  up  like  a  major's  horfe  at  a  re^ 
view,  coloured  like  a -fury,  and  gave  herfelf' 
violent  airs,  complained  of  my  fuperlative 
infolence;  and  had  the  ill  breeding  to  tell 
me,  if  I  did  not  make  my  retreat  immedi- 
ately, her  fervants  fhould  fhew  me  the  'way 
out  of  the  houle." 

-  Y  And  what  eftecl  had  this  fentence  upon- 
your"  faid  Manly. 

"  For  a.moment,  I  flood  as  if  I  had  been 
pitrijied,  like  Ninnih,  with  aftomfhment,  at 

her 
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her  confummate  affurance.  -But,  recover- 
ing from  my  amazement,  I  burft  into  a 
horfe  laugh/  and  bowing  left  the  room;  de- 
claring at  the  fame  time,  if  flie  fhould  hap- 
pen to  change  her  mind,  mine  was  fixed',, 
never  to  fee  her  more.  Upon  this  I  de~ 
camped,  for  I  would  not  flay  in  the  place 
to  be  the  jefl  of  my  rival/' 

i€  Then  the  gentlewoman  had  another 
pretender?"  faid  the -juftice*. 

"  Yes,  one  of  her  brother's  providing, 
you  may  fwear,  by  her  treatment  of  the  man 
ihe  liked.  I  fhould  have  pinked  the  fellow, 
but  that  I  thought  a.  duel  might  fwcli  her 
pride,  fo  I  chofe  rather  to  mortify  her  by 
abfenting  myfelf."' 

"  A  very  extraordinary  affair  indeed 
faid  Manly. 

w  I  fee  nothing  at  all  in  it,  faid  the juftice, 
for  it  as  plain  to  me  as  the  nofe  on  my  face, 

that 
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that  this  young  man  has  been  following  $ 
wild  goofe  chafes  What !  becaufe  the  gen- 
tlewoman took  a  pinch  of  your  powder  of 
poft,  and  fent  you  on  her  errands,  was  Ihe 
obliged  to  give  you  herfelfand  2o,oocl.  into 
the  bargain?  pfliaw!  pfhaw !  young  fpark, 
you  talk  like  a  fimpleton."  Then  turning 
to  his  daughter,  "  Mind,  Rofe,  here  is  rt 
pattern  for  you  to  copy  after;  odd!  I'll 
drink  Madam  Hartley's  good  health  in  a 
"bumper;  (he  muft  be  a  clever  difcreet  wo- 
man, let  me  tell  you,  to  take  her  friends 
choice  in  a  hufband." 

cc  You  have  a  right  notion  of  the  lady, 
faid  Manly;  I  have  the  pleafure  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  her,  and  her  family;  and, 
I  aflure  you,  the  gentleman  fhe  honours 
with  her  eftcem,  was  her  own  free  choice, 
though  Sir.  Marmaduke's  approbation  acids 
to  his  merit,  in  her  opinion.  She  has  received 
his  addrefies  fome  years;  and  I  am  certain 
has  too  much  fenfe  and  prudence  to  cive 
aay  other  the  leaft  hope  of  fupplanting  him. 

As 
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As  tfl  my  fellow  traveller,  I  am  afraid  he  is 
apt  to  entertain  too  (anguine  an  opinion  of 
a  favourite  fcheme,  not  to  be  liable  to  many 
difappointmems;  .and  I  think  his  retreat 
from  Scarborough  one  of  the  mod  fortunate 
he  ever  made;  for  I  am  fo  well  allured  of 
the  courage  of  his  rival,  that  I  am  inclined 
to  believe,  if  he  had  been  acquainted  with 
his  pretentions,  his  nofe  might  not  have 
preferved  its  priftine  fituation." 

Cannon  hearing  Manly  talk  in  this  ftrairr, 
began  to  foften  the  lerocity  of  his  afpect, 
and  clofing  his  eyes,  fell  into  what  is  called 
a  fox  fl:jep,  until  the  coach  flopped  at  the 
inn  where  they  were  to  dine;  he  then  pre- 
tended want  of  reft  obliged  him  to  feek  a 
bed,  and  retired. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP-  II. 

The  Jujlice  tells  his  Tale. 

UPON  their  entrance  into  the  inn,  Mifs 
Moody  went  afide  with  the  hcftefs,  to 
recompofe  her  drefs;  and  Mr.  Manly  took 
that  opportunity  to  congratulate  her  father • 
on  his  happinefs  of  having  fo  promifing  & 
child. 

The  old  gentleman  thanked  him,  and 
faid,  c<  I  love  the  girl  as  I  love  my  life, 
that's  certain;  for  flie  is  all  the  children  I 
have  left,  out  of  fix :  indeed  I  would  give 
.a  thoufand  pound  that  fhe  was  a  boy,  but. 
that  fiie  can't  help,  nor  I  neither.  She  was 
very  dutiful  tome  in  her  non-age;  and  now 
fhe  is  grown  up,  fire  never  did  but  one 
'thing  to  difoblige  me  in  all  her  life,  but  I 
hope  I  fhail  get  the  better  of  her,  for  I  cannot 
abide  aaheaclPcrong  obiiinate  temper;  I  ne- 
ver could  away  with  wilfulnefs  when  I  was  a* 
lad,  but  was  always  refolved  to  follow  my 

own. 
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own  devices,  againft  all  the  obftinacy  of 
my  father  and  mother:   and  when  I  "was 
married,  I  never  iuffered  my  wife  to  get 
her  will  of  me;  and  I  tell  you  Mr.  1 
may  I  crave  your  name,  fir:" 

u  My  name  is  Manly,  fir." 

"  Why,  then  Mr.  Manly,  let  me  tell 
you,  my  daughter  fhall  never  be  my  mailer. 
.Here !  I  have  brought  her  up  in  as  handfome 
a  manner  as  I  could  afford,  in  hope  fhe 
would  be  a  confolation  to  me  in  my  old 
age;  and  inftead  of  that,  I  find  ihe  is  like 
to  be  my  torment." 

Mr.  Manly,  at  this,  obferved  to  him, 
there  was  no  appearance  in  her  afpeft  of 
what  he  intimated. 

"  O  you  donrt  know,  women  are  all  de- 
ceitful, all  of 'em  are  Eve's  daughters;  but 
I'll  ptake  care  and  lock  her  up,  fhe  (han't 
decicveme,  I  warrant  her;  there  is  nothing 

,  like 
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like  keeping  girls  ftrict,  fointo  the  lumber 
garret  (lie  fhall  go,  and  live  upori  bread 
and  water,  'fore  flie  fhall  make  a  fool  of 
me, 

Mr.  Manly  replied,  (i  I  muft  take  the 
liberty  to  declare,  my  icntiments  differ 
from  yours  in  this  refpett :  fure  it  is  much 
more  eligible  to  exact  returns  of  duty  by 
tendernefs  and  affection,  than  by  threats 
and  harfh  ufage:  you  would  do  well,  fir,, 
to  reflect  on  the  danger  of  driving  a  young 
perfon  to  extremities,  by  violent  and.  forci- 
ble methods;  and  as  I  imagine  the  young 
lady's  fault  is  not  of  a  very  malignant  nature> 
I  would  recommend  more  gentle  ones." 

"  I  don't  know  what  you  call  malicious 
faults,  but  furely  you  muft  count  it  a  crime 
for  a  girl  to  go  and  throw  herfelf  away  upon 
a  ft  ranger  fellow,  becaufe,  may -hap,  he 
has  wheedled  himfelf  into  her  fancy,  and 
refufe  to  match  with  one  of  her  own  neigh- 
bours, when  fhe  knows  how  they  were  bred 

and 
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and  born,  and  all  her  friends  wifh  her  to 
have  him." 

"  Now,  you  have  explained  what  I  but 
guefled  at.  I  agree  with  you,  fir,  if  you 
have  ftated  the  cafe  fairly,  that  the  young 
lady  may  be  in  an  error;  but  are  you  certain 
the  defign  you  have  formed  will  convince  her 
that  fheis  lb?  Are  you  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  perfon  (he  prefers?  Or  may  you  not 
be  too  much  prejudiced  in  favour  of  him  you 
propofe?  There  is  a  poflibility,  and  do  not 
take  it  amifs  if  I  fpeak  freely,  that  partiality 
on  either  fide  may  conftitute  merit,  where 
it  does  not  exift." 

"  Sir,  I  muftfay  I  like  to  hear  you  talk; 
but,  fince  you  think  me  too  fharp,  Til  tell 
you  the  plain  truth  of  the  matter,  and  then 
you'll  fee  who  to  find  fault  with.  About 
two  years  ago  I  buried  this  girl's  mother, 
and  (he  being  foolifhly  vapoured  and  melan- 
choly for  her  lofs,  I  was  perfuaded  to  let 
her  go  for  a  while  to  vifit  a  filter  of  my 

wife's* 
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wife's,  that  lives  at  Hampftead,  a  wido** 
gentlewoman,  one  Mrs.  Severn.  I  was  a 
little  loth  fhe  fhould  go  there,  becaufe  her 
aunt  has  too  much  underflanding  for  a  wo- 
man, and  can  read  as  well  as  the  parfo'n  of 
the  parifh;  and  fne  is  not  fo  careful  of  a 
young  body  as  fhe  fhould  be,  and  don't 
ftand  upon  her  prerogative,  fo  as  to  keep 
them  in  awe,  but  gives  them  their  head  too 
much;  yet  as  ihe  preffed  her  to  come,  and 
may-hap  has  fayed  a  little  money  out  of  her 
jointure,  which  is  as  good  as  my  eftate  year- 
ly, you  know,  it  would  not  have  been  right 
to  fay  her  nay;  fo  Rofe  went,  and  had  not 
been  long  with  her,  before  fhe  was  fo  fick 
that  her  aunt  fent  for  a  doctor  to  tend  on  her, 
apothecary  I  fhould  fay,  one  of  your  fpruce 
London  blades,  and  he  filled  her  head  with 
fuch  fancies,  that  fhe  has  never  been  well 
fince;  though  I  did  not  find  out  what  ailed 
her  'till  lately,  when  I  met  my  neighbour 
'fquire  Hardy,  at  the  club;  he  fays  to  me 
here's  to  your  daughter's  health,  flie  grows 
a  clever  woman ;  I  expect  my  fon  Tim  from 

thf. 


The    STAGE  COACH. 


M 


the  Eaft  Indies  fhortly,  and  if  you  like,  they 
fhall  make  a  match;  for  now,  fince  my  bro- 
ther Ralph  has  left  him  fo  handfome,  he  will 
have  no  occafion  to  plough  the  ocean:  300L 
"a  year,  and  a  thoufand  pounds  in  money, 
will  be  enough  for  him  to  live  amongft 
11s:  and  I  was  always  defirous  of  matching 
in  my  own  Country,  as  my  el  deft  fon  has 
done;  now  there  an't  a  young  gentlewoman 
that  I  fhould  like  fo  well  for  him.  Confider 
of  it,  and  make  the  motion  to  her  before  he 
comes  home." 

t€  Upon  this,  I  told  the  Tquire  that  I  had 
no  objection,  and  I  did  not  think  the  girl 
would  have  any ;  but  whether  fhe  had  or  no, 
did  not  fignify  a  brafs  farthing,  fo  long  as  we 
had  agreed  upon  the  matter,  if  Mr.  Timo- 
thy could  fancy  her,  fhe  (hould  marry  him/" 
and  love  would  come  after." 

"  Next  day,  at  dinner,  I  began  to  talk 
about  the  matter  to  her,  and  fhe  was  fo  per- 
vcrfe,  (he  would  not  eat  a  mouthful  after; 

but 
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but  as  foon  as  fhe  went  from  table,  (hut 
herfelf  up  in  her  clofet,  and  would  not  come 
down  to  fupper,  pretending  fhe  had  the 
head-ach.  And,  as  true  as  you  are  alive, 
in  the  morning,  the  young  jade  defired  I 
would  let  her  go  and  fee  her  aunt  again,  for 
that  air  agreed  with  her,  though  I  knew  it 
cut  like  a  knife. 

€i  Well,  then  I  mentioned  Mr.  Timo- 
thy; and  I  can't  fay  flie  pofitively  refufed 
him,  only  faid,  (lie  wifhed  I  would  have 
patience,  and  wait  for  her  anfwer  till  he  came 
to  fpeak  for  himfelf;  this  I  thought  but  r-ea- 
fon,  as  women  liked  to  be  courted ;  but  yet, 
I  did  not  chufe  fhe  fhould  go  to  Hampftead, 
for  fear  (he  fhould  fee  one  more  to  her  liking. 
She  feemed  eafy  enough  for  a  fortnight  after, 
when  one  Sunday,  at  church,  I  obferved  a 
fhabby  kind  of  traveller-like  looking  fellow 
{land  in  the  aifle,  juft  before  my  pew;  I 
cannot  fay  I  was  rightly  awake,  having  eat 
pretty  hearty  of  a  loin  of  beef,  fo  I  did  not 
much  heed  him;  and  taking  my  ufual  nap, 

after 
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after  I  was  feated,  I  did  not  wake  till  the 
fingers  (truck  up;  when  methought  I  heard 
a  very  fine  voice  amongft  them,  and  looking 
wifhfully  over  the  pew,  I  found  it  was  the 
raggamuffin  that  I  fpoke  of.  I  took  fo  much 
notice  of  him,  that  at  laft  I  efpied  a  hand* 
fome  ring  upon  his  finger,  which  made  me 
fufpect  a  fnake  in  the  g rafs ;  however,  I  kept 
my  thoughts  to  myfe)f,  butrefolved  to  have 
him  watched. " 

"  As  foon  as  I  got  home,  I  fat  down,  at 
cording  to  my  cuftom,  with  a  few  jolly 
neighbours,  to  fmoke  my  pipe,  and  to  be 
merry,  over  a  bowl  of  punch  in  the  hall.  I 
perceived  that  Rofe,  after  Ihe  had  drank 
tea,  initead  of  going  up  to  her  clofet,  as 
(he  ufed  to  do,  to  fpend  that  day  by  herfelf, 
put  on  her  hat  arid  walked  out ;  this  motion 
furprifed  me,  and  I  called  one  of  the  maids, 
and  afked  where  fhe  was  gone;  fhe  anfwered, 
no  further  than  the  coach-yard  gate,  and 
that  (he  was  talking  to  a  beggar,  who  was 

in 
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if)  great  diftrefs,  being  caft  away  aboard 

"  Upon  this,  I  ftole  out  after  her: 
and  the  coach-houfe  doors  being  open,  I 
went  in,  and  over  heard  enough  of  their 
converfation  to  inform  me,  that  this  pre- 
tended failor  was  a  fweetheart.  She  whim- 
pered, and  faid  lhe  was  afraid  her  inclina- 
tions would  be  forced;  yet  fhe  talked  duti- 
ful enough  about  me,  and  he  talked  non- 
fenfe,  about  living  in  a  cottage  upon  love. 
In  fnort,  I  was  in  too  great  a  heat  to  hear 
all  that  paffed  diftinclly ;  and  I  believe,  if  I 
had  happened  to  have  had  my  old  fox  by  my 
fide,  I  fhouid  have  found  the  way  to  his 
heart,  as  well  as  Rofe ;  but,  as  I  had  no 
weapon,  and  my  hands  a  good  deal  hurt  by 
the  gout,  I  did  not  like  to  grapple  with 
him,  fo  I  went  foftly  into  the  hall  again, 
and  fent  out  two  ftout  fellows  to  feize  the 
vagrant,  and  was  juft  ordering  my  clerk  to 
write  his  mittimus,  when  our  parfon,  Mr. 
Doughty,  came  in  to  enquire  the  caufe  of 

tfail 
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this  buftle.    No  fooner  did  the  prifoner 
lay  eyes  on  him,  than  he  defired  he  might 
be  allow^dro  fpeak  a  word  with  him  in 
private;  this  my  neighbours  thought;  but 
reafon;  fo  the  parfon  and  he  were  locked 
up  in  the  great  parlour  fottfe  time,  when 
Mr.  Doughty  came  out  alone,  and  taking 
me  afide,  told  me,  this  young  man  was 
no  vagrant,  as  I  conceited,  but  the  fc> 
cond  fon  of  one  'Squire  Lee,  who  was  in, 
commiffion  for  the  peace,  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,  and  had  an  eftate  of  60 ol.  a 
year:  that  this  fon  of  his  was  apothecary 
in  London,  and  looked  after  my  daughter 
when  flic  was  at  her  aunt's,  and  that  he 
protefted  he  loved  her  as  his  own  life, 
and  fhe  him;  and  he  took  upon  him  to 
fay,  he  knew  Mr*  Lee  had  the  character 
of  a  fober  young  man,  and  was  well  fkill- 
ed  and  diligent  in  his  profeffionj  that  he 
had  1 500k  left  him  by  a  relation,  which 
he  fet  up  with,  and  would  have  much 
G  more 
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more  from  his  father;  and  he  could  not 
fee  why  I  fhould  be  againft  the  match. 

fi  Knowing  the  parfon  was  an  honed 
well-meaning  man,  I  could  not  be  fo  an- 
gry with  him  as  I  fliouid  have  been  with 
another,  though  I  did  not  like  "his  talk; 
but  I  contented  to  releafe  the  young  man, 
and  told  him,  if  ever  he  come  nigh  my 
doors  again,  I  had  always  a  blunderbufs 
in  my  houfe;  for  I  had  promifed  my 
daughter  to  one  in  my  own  country,  and 
fhe  fhould  have  nothing  to  fay  to  people 
that  came  from  nobody  knows  where. 

"  I  would  not  fee  Rofe  that  night,  which 
I  hear  (he  fpent  in  tears,  bat  your  women 
are  all  onion-eyed;  fhe  whined  and  pined 
fo  much  after  this,  that  folks  told  me  fhe 
would  go  into  a  confumption ;  and  I  can't 
fay  I  fhould  like  to  be  left  without  an 
heir,  fo  I  followed  my  own  doctor's  ad- 
vice, and  fent  her  to  Scarborough,  under 

the 
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the  care  of  my  coufin  Deborah,  who  went 
there  for  therheumatis;  but  as  fhe  was  to 
ftay  longer,  and  Mr.  Timothy  might 
chance  to  come  in  the  mean  while,  I  left 
my  harveft  to  go  and  fetch  her,  for  fear 
her  fpark  fhould  get  an  inkling  of  her  up* 
on  the  road.  She  is  a  good  likely  girl, 
tho'  Ihe  is  mine,  and  I  can  give  her  enough 
to  make  the  pot  boil,  if  Ihe  is  not  h** 
ftrong:  but  here  fhe  comes,  famum!" 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  III. 
Cannon's  Account  of  an  Expedition* 

THE  appearance  of  Mifs  Moody 
prevented  Mr.  Manly  from  reply- 
ing, as  he  intended,  to  her  father;  but, 
he  determined  the  firft  opportunity,  to 
refume  the  fubjeft,  and  endeavour  -o  per- 
fuade  him  to  lighten  her  bondage.  She 
feemed  pretty  chearful  at  dinner;  and 
Mr.  Manly's  humane  behaviour  encou- 
raged her  fometimes  to  join  in  their  dif- 
courfe,  in  which  fhe  acquitted  herfelf  fo 
appofitely,  as  to  prove  her  filence  was  ra- 
ther the  refult  of  a  proper  diffidence  than 
any  defeft  ia  her  underftanding. 

The  officer  did  not  appear,  till  fum- 
moned  by  the  coachman,  having  paffed 
his  time  in  converfation  \*ith  the  landlady, 
And  two  of  Mr.  Manly's  fervants,  from 
whom  he  learned  that  he  was  a  man  of 

con  • 
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conditio*!,  and  a  member  of  j^lkmein. 
This  information  was  iufficient  to  make 
Cannon  think  him  entkulcd  to  rdpccL 
Accordingly,  at  his  return  to  die  cosch, 
he  was  particularly  comphifant  to  btm% 
The  difcotirfe  turning  on  the  regiment  to- 
which  the  officer  belonged,  Mr.  Maaly 
afked  him  if  he  had  any  knowledge  of  one 
Colonel  JefTcm,  who  had  formerly  fei  ved 
in  it;  he  replied,  M  Yes,  fir,  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  remember  George  Jeflbn,  a  queer 
mean-fpirited  dog  as  livesl  he  was  once 
my  commanding  officer,  and  married, 
like  a  fool,  to  a  girl  that  had  nothing  to 
recommend  her  but  prudery,  for  which 
he  is  fecretly  laughed  at  by  the  whole 
regiment." 

"  I  believe  it  is  fo  fecretly,  indeed, 
atiwered  Manly,  that  it  never  reached 
any  one's  ears;  for  I  am  well  convinced, 
his  courage  is  too  notorious,  to  permit 
any  one  to  affront  him." 

C  ^  Courage  f 
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"  Courage!  repeated  Cannon,  why  he 
is  commanded  by  his  wife,  and  dare  not, 
ior  his  foul,  have  an  affair  with  any  other 
woman:  between  friends,  I  wi(h  his  brain 
is  not  a  little  fhattered,  for  the  fellow  is 
iio  fool,  and  has  been  feen  undauntedly 
to  march  up  to  the  mouth  of  a  canon,  yet 
would  not,  for  the  world,  fuffer  an  oath 
to  ifTue  out  of  his  own :  and  then  he  con- 
founds hisfenfes  by  reading;  one  fhallfel- 
dom  go  to  his  quarters,  but  one  finds  him 
muzzing  over  one  of  the  Clafficks,  as  he 
calls  "em. 

Here  the  juftice  interrupted  him,  with, 
"  What  weapon  did  the  colonel  ufe,  fay 
you?" 

"  A  very  proper  one  to  kill  time  with; 
replied  Manly,  I'll  engage  his  heels  will 
be  never  the  lighter  for  furnifliing  his 
head;  and  as  gentlemen  of  his  profeffion 
have  fo  many  leifure  hours,  they  cannot 
employ  theru  to  better  purpofe." 

**  It 
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"It  may  be  very  well  for  paftime,  as 
you  obferve,  returned  the  officer,  but  he 
need  not  be  forever  engaged  in  Homer's 
battles  :  he  might  be  a  very  good  gene- 
ral, and  a  pretty  fellow,  four  or  live  hun- 
dred years  ago,  but  the  Roman  difciplins 
muft  differ  from  ours ;  and  Lthink  Bland's, 
very  fufficient/* 

Mr.1  Manly  could  not  help  fmifing  at 
his  blunders,  and  faid,  ci  He  hoped  he 
attended  to  the  lad  mentioned  book-'* 

"  Not  I,  fir,  I  affure  you,  I  had  af1- 
ways  too  much  fire  and  vivacity  to  become^ 
a  book-worm.  My  fchoolmafter  prefently 
difcovered  that  ;  and  the  old  put  had  the 
ill  manners  to  tell  my  relations,  my  fkull 
was  impenetrable,  though  he  had  ocular 
demonftration  to  the  contrary,  for  fcarcs 
a  week  paffed  but  I  had  a  broken  head, 
being  the  cock  of  the  fchool  at  fighting; 
however  I  ivas  obliged  to  old  humdrum-, 
G  4  as 
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us  my  friends  were  perfuaded  by  him  to 
remove  me,  when  I  was  but  fixteen ;  and 
could  then  eonftrue  Que  Genious,  as  well 
as  himfclf.  As  foon  as  I  returned  home5 
my  mind  ran  upon  volunteering,  and  I 
inlifted  myfelf  as  a  private  gentleman, 
when  my  guardian  purchafed  me  a  pair 
of  colours:  I  found  campaigning  fo  ex^ 
penfive,  that  when  I  came  of  age  I  had 
no  more  to  receive  of  my  fortune  than 
ioool.  half  of  which  I  gave  for  the  com- 
miffion  I  now  bear,  and  the  other  half  I 
.difpofed  of.n 

4i  On  good  fecurity,  I  hope,"  faid.thc 
juftice. 

"  Oh,  very  good;  for  ought  I  know 
it  may  be  in  the  bank;  for  I  was  forced  ta 
part  from  it  for  neceffaries,  to  qualify  m<? 
for  the  converfation  of  the  ladies." 

"  I  doubt,  faid  Mr.  Manly,  by  the 
account  of  your  late  adventur  ~  you  have 
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not  found  a  return  anfwerable  to  your  ex- 
pences." 

"  Sir,  I  have  indeed,  hitherto,  been 
unlucky,  but  I  don't  defpair;  though 
Mifs  Hardy  is  not  the  only  jilt  I  have  met 
with,  as  you  (hall  underftand.  I  had  ever 
a  notion  of  gallantry,  and  once  was  very 
near  being  caught  and  lofing  my  liberty/* 

"  Indeed!  faid  Manly,  how  came  that 
to  pafs?" 

€t  Why,  fir,  you  muft  know,  my 
guardian,  who  was  a  thick  headed  plod- 
ding tradefman,  had  a  pretty  neice  lived 
with  him,  of  fmall  fortune;  for  3000L 
was  the  moft  fhe  had  to  truft  to;  yet,  not- 
w7ithftanding  this  fcanty  pittance  for  a 
man  of  my  fafhion,  I  was  unaccountably 
charmed  with  her  perfon;  and  verily  be- 
lieve, if  her  uncle  could  have  toffed  her 
in  four  more,  I  ihould  have  been  weak 
enough  to  have  overlooked  the  difparity 
C5  of 
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of  our  births,  for  fhe  was  the  daughter  of 
a  mechanic,  and  have  married  her :  but 
as  there  was  no  probability  of  that,  I  de- 
termined to  have  her  upon  cheaper  terms; 
and  as  I  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
affailingj  her  with  all  the  addrefs  I  was 
mafter  of,  I  foon  made  fuch  a  breach  in' 
her  heart,  that  I  concluded  fhe  would 
quickly  furrender;  though  being  a  giri 
that  made  great  pretences  to  virtue,  I  was- 
obliged  to  couch  my  defign  under  that 
veil,  and  to  ufe  fuch  language  as  cuftonr 
has  authorized  on  thefe  occaiions. 

"  The  credulous  fool  believed  me 
in  earned;  yet-,  when  I  defired  her  to 
make  an  elopement  from  her  uncle,  (he 
gave  herfelf  airs  of  difpleafure:  how- 
ever  ihe  confeffed  die  had  no  objection  ta 
ranp-ine  the  world  with  me,  provided  I 
would  obtain  a  canonical  commiffion; 
but  here  I  begged  to  be  excufed,  till  flic 
could  fo  far  rely  upon  my  honour,  as  to 

truflr 
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trufl  her  perfon  and  fortune  in  my  hands; 
to  induce  her  to  this,  I  folemnly  fwore  to 
make  her  my  wife,  as  foon  as  we  arrived 
at  a  place  of  fafety,  out  of  her  uncle's 
reach.  I  thought  I  might  fafely  proteft 
«nd  promife  any  thing  to  a  woman,  with- 
out any  danger  of  being  hampered  in 
the  noofe." 

"  I  flifpeft,  faid  the  juftice,  by  your 
talk,  you  will  be  in  danger  of  it  one  time 
or  another.  What  a  fhame !  Didn't  you 
mean  to  keep  your  word  with  her?'* 

"  Nothing  lefe,  upon  my  honour,5* 
replied  the  foldier. 

i  c  If  you  make  ufe.of  that  oath  to  corro- 
borate your  affertion,  faid  Manly,  your 
own  confeifion  has  rendered  it  invalid." 

u  How,  fir!  returned  Cannon>  I  mufl 
take  upon  me  to  fay,  the  honour  of  a  fol- 
dier is  not  to  be  trifled  with/' 

€  6  «  No. 
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"  No  certainly;  nor  by  any  means 
ought  it  to  be  forfeited;  therefore  I  beg 
you  would  proceed,  and  leave  that  point 
indifputable." 

Cannon,  either  nof  comprehending,  or 
not  cb.ufing  to  reply  to  this  fpeech,  con- 
tinued, "  Some  days  after  I  had  this 
conference  with  Kitty,  I  received  a  billet 
from  her,  in  which  fhe  told  me,  if  I  would 
meet  her  the  following  night,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  in  a  lane  without  the  town,  when 
the  old  dragon  was  at  reft,  perhaps  fhe 
would  accompany  me  where  I  chofe  to 
go.    This  was  more  than  I  expefted,  for 
fhe  had  been  confounded  fhy  from  the 
time  I  made  the  propofition  to  her.  I 
paffed  that  night  fleeplefs,  fettling  our 
rout  in  my  own  imagination,  and  contri- 
ving a  method  to  rid  myfelf  of  her  com* 
pany  when  I  fhould  grow  tired  of  it. 

"  At  the  hour  appointed,  I  went  to 
the  place  of  affignation,  and  waited  in 

one 
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0(\c  of  the  coldeft  nights  in  November, 
'till  I  heard  the  town  clock  ftrike  one. 
No  Kitty  appearing,  I  loft  all  patience, 
and  was  cuffing  her  heartily  for  a  jilting 
baa-gage,  when  I  was  accofted  by  a  flout 
porter-like  fellow,  with  a  dark  lanthora 
in  one  hand,  and  a  cudgel  in  the  other. 
Noble  captain,  faid  he,  will  you  be  plea- 
fed  to  furrender  your  arms,  and  evacuate 
this  place,  for  I  am  commanded  to  take 
you  prifoner. 

You  muft  know,  gentlemen !  and  let 
my  enemies  confefs,  I  am  no  coward,  and 
would  fcorn  a  retreat  in  the  face  of  them 
or  the  fun;  but  this  unexpe&ed  attack, 
at  fuch  an  hour,  and  fuch  a  place,  a  little 
difconcerted  me;  and,  after  a  minute's 
paufe,  1  judged  it  prudent  to  obey  the  or* 
ders  of  my  affailant,  who,  by  his  faluta- 
tion,  proved  he  was  no  ftranger,  and 
might  as  well  be  a  fecret  friend,  as  foe; 
for  it  occurred  to  my  mind,  that  I  was 

observed 
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©bferved  by  a- lady  of  diftinction,  coming 
out  of  a  milliner's  fhop  a  few  days  before; 
and  it  was  no  improbable  conjecture, 
that  a  man  of  figure,  in  a  country  town, 
fticuld  excite  her  curiofity;  for  I  have  not 
the  vanity  to  affirm  £he  was  actually  in  love 
with  me;  but,  it  was  natural  to  conclude., 
that£he  had,  byfome  means  or  other,  in- 
formation of  my  intrigue  with  Kitty,  and 
took  this  method  to  preferve  me  from 
throwing  away  myfelf.  Thefe  reflections 
determined  me  to  treat  her  mefienger  with 
civility,  and  I  furrendered  rather  to  the- 
lady  than  him." 

"  Methinks,  faidMr.  Manly,  part  of 
his  orders  were  unneceffary ;  for  I  ima- 
gine upon  the  fight  of  the  cudgel  you 
were  in  a  difpofition  to  evacuate." 

"  No  really,  nothing  but  the  refpeft 
dueto  a  fine  lady,  fhouldhave  induced  me 
to  have  quitted  my  ftation.  Having 
delivered  my  fword,    and  a  brace  of 

piftols 
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piftols,  to  the  fellow,  I  demanded  o£ 
him  what  I  was  next  to  do?  upon  which 
he  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  told  me,  he 
fhould  conduct  me  according  to  his  or- 
ders: I  entreated  him  to  tell  me  frorre 
whom  he  received  them?  but  that  he  re- 
fufed  :  I  then  only  defired  to  know  if  he 
ferved  any  lady;  his  anfwer was,  I  ferve 
as  good  people'  as  you  are. 

"  All  this  time  we  were  moving  on,  and 
I  found  he  carried  me  bye-ways  into  the 
town,  though  the  light  was  not  fufficient 
to  inform  me  into  what  part;  at  laffc,  he 
flopped,  and  opened  a  back  gate,  through 
which  we  entered.  I  then  begged  him, 
ingenioufly,  to  tell  me  if  he  was  not  em- 
ployed by  fome  lady  to  conduit  me  there* 
Upon  which  the  farly  dog  held  up  his* 
lanthorn  to  my  face,  burft  into  a  laugh, 
and  had  the  impudence  to  demand  what 
I  thought  there  was  to  be  feen  there, 
that  jx  lady  (houid  trouble  herfelf  about 

mc  J 
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me?  but,  fays  he,  you  will  fee  one  that 
will  Satisfy  all  your  queftions. 

This  la-  ferttence  made  fome  amends 
for  his  brutality,  andferved  to  revive  my 
hopes.  I  attended  him  with  fpirit,  till  he 
brought  me  into  a  (table,  and  faitning 
the  door,  defired  I  would  amufe  myfelf 
there  'till  his  return.  I  began  now  to  be 
confoundedly  provoked,  and  thought  it 
below  a  man  of  my  condition  to  be  for- 
ced, by  a  poltroon,  into  ii:e  fociety  of 
beafts,  who  almoft  fuffocated  me  with 
their  flench." 

"  Why,  aye,  cried  the  juflice,  you 
were  but  in  an  ugly  way,  I  muft  fay; 
fecond  thoughts  to  be  fure,  are  beftj  'tis 
much,  though  they  did  not  come  into 
your  head  before  you  parted  from  your 
weapons.  But  pray  don't  let  me  inter- 
rupt you,  for  I  long  to  know  how  you 
got  out." 


"  Sir 


The    STAGE   COACH  41 

"  Sir,  replied  the  officer/  I  remained 
in  this  curfed  condition  near  two  hours, 
as  I  guefs,  and  Ihould  certainly  have  ex- 
pired, if  I  had  not  fluffed  my  nofe  with 
Spanifh  bran.  At  laft  the  door  opened, 
and  prefented  to  my  view  Kitty's  uncle 
and  Colonel  Jeflbn  :  they  led  me  into  the 
houfe,  my  indignation  not  fuffering  me 
to  utter  a  fyllable." 

"  The  firft  that  opened  his  lips,  was  my 
late  guardian;  "  I  am  glad  fir,  fays  he, 
we  have  caught  you  before  you  could  put 
your  difhonourable  fcheme  in  execution. 
It  was  mean  in  you  to  endeavour  to  fe- 
duce  my  niece,  but  as  I  imagine  love 
was  your  chief  counfellor  in  this  affair 
I  am  willing  to  pardon  the  attempt,  pro- 
vided you  confent,  before  this  gentleman, 
to  make  good  your  promifes  to  her.  I 
own  I  fhould  have  objefted  to.  your  cha- 
racter and  fortune;  (mind  that  gentlemen, 
from  a  threepenny-halfpenny  fellow,  that 
get  his  bread  behind  a  counter)  but  if  fhe 

can 


42        The    STAGE  COACH. 

can  away  with  them,  I  will  confent  to 
your  marriage." 

M  Had  a  cannon-ball  that  inftant  ftruck 
me,  J  could  not  have  been  more  ama- 
zed !  however,  I  loon  recovered  the  ufe 
of  fpeech,  and  anfwered,  I  fcorned  his 
alliance;  and  you  maybe  allured,  lays 
I,  upon  the  faith  cfafoldier,  I  never  had 
any  affair  with  the  girl  beyond  common 
gallantry.  You  may  keep  her  very  fafely 
forme;  for  as  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Some- 
body fays,  in  the  play,  Marriage  fhallbe 
the  laft  bad  thing  111  do."  No  doubt 
but  your  niece  is  in  love  with  me,  but, 
if  I  were  to  marry  every  girl  that  likes 
me,  I  fhould  have  as  many  wives  as  the 
Grand  Seignior.  Piflol  me  !  if  I  am  not 
concerned  the  monkey  fhould  fix  her  af- 
fections upon  me;  but  it  is  my  misfortune 
to  be  eternally  plagued  with  importuni- 
ties of  this  kind.  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
oblige  the  poor  devils,  but  I  can  only 

pity 
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pity  them.  I  heartily  wiih  Kitty  had 
twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  for  her 
own  fake;  for  no  lefs  fum  can  ever  bribe 
me  to  part  with  my  liberty/' 

"  What  faid  the  uncle  to  this?''  cried 
Manly. 

M  He  talked  a  great  deal  of  confumed 
fluff,  about  my  honour,  and  his  neice's 
reputation ;  but,  as  all  this  was  nothing 
to  me,  I  only  gave  him  the  hearing. 
George  Jeffon,  too,  put  on  a  very  figni- 
ficant  look,  and  made  an-  harangue  to 
the  fame  purpofe;  but  I  thought  I  faw 
thro'  him;  he  had  done  a  fneaking  trick 
in  marrying  a  woman  beneath  his  fortune, 
and  wanted  me  to  keep  him  in  counte- 
nance. Finding  he  could  not  gain  his 
ends,  and  having  the  command,  he  or- 
dered me  into  other  quarters  immediately,, 
and  I  never  faw  the  girl  fince.  But  I 
have  been  informed  fhe  was  fuch  a  con- 
fumed  jade,  as  to  acquaint  her  uncle  with, 

all 
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all  that  paffed  betw  een  us;  and  that  Jef- 
fon  was  mean  enough  to  concern  himfeif 
in  the  affair,  and  to  warn  her  againft  me; 
befides,  he  di&ated  the  letter  I  received 
from  her,  which  fhe  wrote  on  purpofe 
to  bring  me  into  a  fcrapc,  and  with  no 
dcfign  of  accepting  me,  if  I  had  agreed 
to  her  uncle's  propofal." 

14  What  is  become  of  the  lady }"  laid 
Manly. 

She  is  married  to  a  fellow  with  aa 
brains,  but  a  confounded  eftate,"  re- 
plied Cannon. 

€i  How  came  you  acquainted  with  the 
defefts  in  his  undemanding?"  cried 
Manly. 

€t  Are  not  they  fufficiently  proved,  by 
his  marrying  a  jilt  ?"  And  here,  kind 
reader,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  leave  you 
to  examine  the  proofs,  whilft  I  proceed 
to  the  next  chapter.- 


CHA?, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

A  Word  of  Advice. 

MR.  ManJy,  perceiving  Cannon  had 
concluded  his  ftory,  faid,  ci  I  per- 
"cieve  you  have  been  a  little  unfortunate 
in  your  amours;  but,  if  you  would  take 
my  advice,  you  will  not  be  fo  eafily  dif- 
ppointed." 

"  He  replied,  "  I  fliould  be  vaftly 
obliged  to  you,  if  you'd  put  me  in  a  way 
to  avoid  fuch  perplexing  affairs,  without 
confining  me;  but,  I  am  naturally  com* 
panonate;  and  if  a  poor  filly  creature  takes 
it  in  her  head  to  admire  one,  one  cannot 
be  fo  cruel  as  to  affront  her  :  I  am  fure 
if  I  had  a  fpice  of  ill-nature  in  my  com- 
pofition,  I  fhould  have  avoided  many  affairs 
of  tlais  fort." 

Cl  You  feem,  indeed,    faid  Manly, 
to  have  a  very  pliant  difpofition,  other- 
wife 
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wife  you  could  not  have  been  fo  eafily 
led  into  the  fcrape  you  mentioned  ;  but 
you  would  do  well  never  to  engage  in 
any  affair  of  that  nature,  till  you  are 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  a  perfon, 
whom  I  would  advife  you  to  ftudy." 

u  Who  is  that?"  faid  the  foldier. 

"  Yourfelf,"  replied  Manly, 

"  Sir,  I  never  applied  to  any  thing 
with  fo  much  care  and  attention;  all  the 
world  knows  I  employ  as  much  time  at 
my  looking  glafs,  and  have  taken  as  great 
pains  to  improve  nature,  as  any  gentle- 
man ia  the  regiment." 

-cc  I  am  afraid,  faid  Manly,  you  have 
made  ufc  of  a  falfe  mirrour;  and  can't 
help  thinking,  if  you  had,  beftowed  half 
the  exprnce  of  time,,  and  thought,  in 
other  cultivations^  you  would  not  have 
been  fo  unfuccdsfuL,? 


«  The 
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<c  The  women  are  beholden  to  you; 
added  the  juftice,  for  I  (hall  have  a  better  ! 
opinion  of  them  as  long  as  I  live,  for 
what  you  have  faid.  I  am  forry  we  are 
fo  near  York,  that  you  can't  rattle  away 
much  more;  but,  I  fuppofe,  we  are  like 
to  fee  you  in  the  moraing,  and  then 
you'll  begin  again/' 

At  this,  Cannon  began  to  mutter  a 
few  oaths,  which  Mr.  Manly  prevented 
him  from  uttering  loud  enough  to  be  un- 
derftood,  by  taking  occafion  to  declare, 
"  He  fhould  refent  an  oath,  in  his  pre- 
fence,  as  a  greater  affront  than  the  lie, 
given  by  any  man." 

This  declaration  was  likewife  no  fmall 
check  upon  the  juftice,  who  was  not  fo 
verfed  in  the  laws  of  the  land,  but  he 
fometimes  infringed  them  in  this  particu- 
lar. Nothing  more  paffed  in  their  conver- 
iation,  worthy  of  remark,  till  their  arrival 
at  York,  when  the  officer  excufed  bimfelf 

rom 
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from  fpending  the  evening  with  his  fellow 
travellers,  and  the  other  gentlemen  palled 
an  hour  together,  after  Mifs  Moody  reti- 
red; when  Mr.  Manly  ufed  many  argu 
ments  with  her  father,  to  induce  him  to 
treat  her  with  more  lenity  than  he  in- 
tended. 

The  old  gentleman,  who  was  rather 
abfurd  than  a  fool,  was  much  pleafed 
with  him,  and  gave  him  an  invitation  to 
his  houfe  in  Efiex,  which  he  called  the 
<Su]lens;  promifing,  his  daughter  fhould 
be  under  no  confinement  'till  her  lover 
arrived  from  abroad;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  declared,  he  fliould  infill  upon  her 
obedience,  as  to  marrying  the  man  he 
had  propofed  to  her. 

Mr.  Manly,  finding  him  fo  determin- 
ed, thought  proper  to  drop  the  fubjeel; 
but  allured  him,  he  would  accept  his  in- 
vitation; and  if  he  . gave  him  notice  of 

Mr. 
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.Mr.  Hardy's  arrival,  he  would  then  wait 
Vpon  him,  for  he  was  in  hopes  by  cultiva- 
ting an  acquaintance  with  his  family,  of 
being  inftrumental  in  rp-eftablifhing  the 
peace  of  it ;  at  lead,  he  was  refolved  to 
life  his  utmoft  efforts  to  bring  Mr.  Moody 
and  his  daughter  to  a  more  amicable 
agreement ;  and  actually-  propofed  to  him- 
felf  as  much  fatisfaclion  in  the  completion 
of  this  fcheme,  as  any  gentleman  of  rank 
and  fortune  could  in  the  ruin  of  an  inno- 
cent girl,  of  her  youth  and  charms. 


t)  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Introduces  more  Pajfengers. 

TH  E  morning  the  coach  fet  out  from 
York,  the  paffengers  found  their 
company  augmented,  by  the  admiffion  of 
two  women,  one  of  which  was  advanced 
in  years,  and  her  habit  and  demeanor 
feemed  to  pronounce  her  an  attendant  up- 
on the  other,  who  appeared  young  and 
handfome.  A  certain  air  of  politencfs 
accompanied  all  her  aftions,  and  her 
countenance  commanded  refpeft;  her 
beauty  was  of  a  different  nature  from  that 
of  Mifs  Moody,  whofe  features  were  foft ; 
and  that  innocent  timidity  in  her  afpect, 
feemed  rather  formed  to  create  compla- 
cency, than  command  admiration;  but 
that  of  the  ftrange  lady  had  a  different 
effeft;  fhe  had  a  dignity  in  her  form, 
and  fuch  an  air  of  grandeur  diffufed  over 

frer  features,  as  {truck  her  beholders  with 

a  reveren- 
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a  reverential  awe;  yet  the  refervednefs  of 
her  behaviour  did  not  fo  much  appear  to 
be  the  refult  of  any  confeioufnefs  of  War 
own  perfedtions,  as  cf  a  deje&ion,  vifible 
to  the  penetration  of  Mr.  Manly.  She 
had  the  good  breeding  to  return  the  ci- 
vilities of  her  companions,  but,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  {hewed,  fhe  rather  chofe  to 
indulge  her  penfive  humour,  than  join  in 
their  converfation. 

The  old  woman  was  more  liberal  of  her 
fentiments,  which  fhe  freely  communica- 
ted upon  all  occafions;  (he  was  delightec^ 
with  the  officer,  who  fhe  concluded,  by 
his  drefs  and  aflurance,  was  a  great  man; 
and  he  conjecturing,  from  the  lady's 
appearance,  fhe  was  a  perfon  of  con- 
dition,  determined  to  fhine  in  the  con- 
verfation, in  order  to  attract  her  no- 
tice; to  this  end,  he  repeated  all  the 
fpeeches  his  memory  furniihed  him  with 
out  of  the  plays  he  had  feen;  and  think- 
ing nothing  was  more  requifite  to  fupport 
E>  z  the 
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the  character  of  a  fine  gentleman ,  and 
man  offpirit,  both  which  epithets  he  was 
fond  of,  than  rallying  all  order  and  de- 
cency, more  particularly  that  ftate  which 
is  deemed  honourable  by  the  fober  part 
of  mankind:  he  pointed  all  his  common- 
place wit  againft  matrimony,  and  took 
occafion  to  repeat  the  following  lines  at 
once,  to  fhew  the  extent  of  his  memory, 
and  contempt  for  the  inftitution. 

By  the  joys.  Which  yet  my  foul  has 
imcontrouled  purfued.  I  would  not  turn 
afide  from  my  leaft  pleafure.  Tho'  all 
thy  force.  Were  armed  to  bar  my  way 
but.  Like  the  birds.  Great  nature's  com- 
moners that  haunt.  In  woods  in  mea- 
dows. And  gardens  riffle  the  fweets.  And 
tafte  the  fineft  fruits  yet  fcorn  to  afk  my 
lord  the  owner's  leave." 

Having  pronounced  thefe  lines  in  the 

maimer  above  written,  with  the  vehe- 
mence 
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tnence  and  gefture  of  a  firoller,  he  caffc 
his  eyes  round  the  company,  to  obferve. 
what  effed  they  had:  but,  to  his  great 
mortification',  they  all  remained  filent, 
til  the  old  woman  catted  out,  "  Weill 
to  befure,  'tis  a  rare  thing  to  be  lamed; 
I  warrant  you  were  an  Oxford  cantab* 
*Tis  a  thoufand  pities  your  honour  was 
not  a  parfon,  you  fpeak.fo  charming  loud;, 
and  fo  fine." 

■  "  Fine!  do  you  call  it?  faid  the  juftice, 
he  talks  like  a  reprobate.  Let  me  tell  you, 
young  fpark !  if  you  take  dich  freedoms 
as  you  talk  on,  you  won't  long  keep  your 
neck  out  of  a  halter.  Odd !  if  you  were 
to  come  to  rob  my  gardens  and  meadows, 
Td  foon  fend  you  a  fcampering,  with  a 
cudgel,  or  blunderbufs/' 

To  this  fpeech  Cannon  returned  a  con- 
temptuous fneer,  and  tipped  a  familiaf 
wink  on  Mr.  Manly,  and  the  ftrange  lady, 
D  3  expedt- 
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expecting  they  would  join  with  him  in 
laughing  at  the  ignorance  of  the  old  gen- 
tleman; but  neither  of  them  deigned  to 
favour  him  with  a  fmile,  or  any  mark  of 
approbation.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Man* 
ly  advifed  him  to  learn  to  read,  before 
he  pretended  to  quote,  and  expreffed 
his  diflike  of  fuch  libertine  principles  as 
he  had  dilcovered.  His  fpeech  had  lb 
good  an  effeft,  as  to  put  a  flop  to  the  in- 
fipid  difcourfe  of  the  foldier. 

Mr.  Manly,  remarking  the  penfivenefs 
of  the  ftrange  lady,  was  defirous  of  re- 
ceiving fome  information  concerning  her, 
though  good  manners  would  not  permit 
him  to  make  any  enquiry:  but,  when 
they  arrived  at  their  baiting  place,  fhe 
and  Mifs  Moody  retiring  into  another 
room,  before  dinner,  and  Cannon  being 
gone  to  order  fomething  in  the  larder, 
the  juftice,  whofe  curiofity  •  was  full  as 

great, 
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great,  demanded  of  the  old  woman,  Who 
Ihe  was? 

"  Why,  pleafe  yoiir  worfhip,  fhe  is  & 
young  lady  that  was  well  born,  and  hand' 
ibmely  brought  up,  but,  by  the  extrava- 
gance of  her  parents,  was  left,  at  their 
death,  in  very  low  circumfiarices,  and  fo 
(he  is  going  to  London,  in  order  to  get 
a  place.  I  lived  with  madam's  mother, 
and  nurfed  Mifs  Bella  when  fhe  was  a  ba- 
by, and  'twas  the  wictieft  pretty  thing!— • 
Lauk  I  how  it  ufed  to  cry  after  me  !  and 
if  any  of  the  maids  came  near  it,  it  would 
fcratch  and  tear,  and  not  fuffer  no  body 
to  drefs  or  undrefs  it,  but  its  nown  nurfe 
Adams," 

It  is  very  probable,  Mrs.  Adams  would 
have  fpent  an  hour  in  relating  frmilar 
proofs  of  the  early  wit  of  her  nurfling,  if 
the  juftice  had  not  interrupted  her,  by 
aiking,  From  whence  they  came? 


D  4  "  From 
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w  Frommyhoufe,  nigh  York,  where 
madam  has  kept  ever  fince  her  mother 
died;  and  when  fhe  was  purpofed  to  go 
to  London,  I  could  not  endure  (he  fhould 
go  in  a  ftrange  city,  all  alone;  fo  I  per-: 
fuaded  my  hufband  to  fpare  me  to  go  with 
her. — I  am  fure  if  fo  be  I  was  fingle,  I 
would  go  over  the  world  with  my  dear 
child,  for  I  love  her  as  well  as  if  (he  were 
my  own  flelh  and  blood/' 

Mr.  Manly  here  put  a  flop  to  the  old 
woman's  harangue,  by  a{king,  ' c  If  the 
lady's  name  was  afecret? 

cc  A  fecret!  No,  fir,  (he  has  no  caufe 
to  be  aihamed  of  it;  her  name  is  Mifs 
Bella  Murrells." 

"  Murrells?  repeated  Manly,  Was 
her  family  originally  of  Yorkfliire?" 

iC  No,  fir,  her  father  was  bred  and  born 
in  Kentj  but  afterwards  he  lived  in  Lon- 

don. 
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don,  and  then  went  in  the  north,  and  fa 
he  fpent  his  money;  for  it  may  well  be 
laid,  A  rolling  ftone  gathers  no.mofs." 

"  You  are  right,  faid  the  juftice,  and 
talk  like  a  good  fenfible  woman;  folks 
that  are  always  changing  their  country 
fo,  never  get  any  thing." 

"  I  fancy,  faid  Manly,  I  was  formerly 
well  acquainted  with  the  lady's  father; 
and  I  defire,  Mrs.  Adams,  you  will  give 
my  compliments  to  her,  and  tell  her  fo; 
for  it  is  probable,  fhe  may  not  chtife  to 
converfe  of  her  family  in  the  prefence  of 
that  coxcomb  that  has  juft  left  us;  but  if 
(he  will  permit  me  the  honour  of  paffing 
an  hour  with  her  and  you,  in  the  evening, 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  pay  my  refpefts  to 
her.  We  will  contrive  to  get  rid  of  the 
captain;  and  I  dare  fay  Mr.  Moody  will 
have  no  obje&ion  to  our  fbpping  all  to- 
gether." 

D5  ^Ycs, 
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"  Yes,  yes,  I  fhould  like  on't  very, 
well,  for  (he  don't  feem  a  flirty  body; 
but  I  and  my  daughter  are  engaged  to 
fpend  the  evening  with  an  old  friend  that 
lives  at  Bawtry." 

The  return  of  the  ladies  and  Cannon 
put  a  flop  to  this  converfation;  and  when 
they  entered  the  coach,  Mr.  Manly  rumi- 
nated moft  part  of  the  afternoon,  upon 
the  fate  of  the  young  lady's  father,  who 
he  remembered  thirty  years  before;  and 
knew  him  to  be  pofiefed  of  a  good  eftate, 
careffed  by  the  great  world;  and  as  he 
was  a  man  of  bright  parts,  and  notori- 
oully  ambitious,  expefted  to  have  feen 
him  raifed  to  fome  elevated  poft:  he 
feared,  to  gratify  that  paflion,  he  had 
facrificed  his  fortune,  and  reduced  his  fa- 
mily to  penury,  for  he  had  the  character 
of  the  haughtieft  man  in  the  kingdom; 
but,  as  pride  was  his  chief  foible>  and  he 
was,  in  other  refpe&s,  a  man  of  good 

pnnci- 
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principles,  it  moved  Mr.  Manly  to  com- 
miferate  his  daughter's  condition,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  thrown  into  a  ftate  fo  much 
beneath  that  in  which  her  family  had 
lived ;  that  though  he  behaved  to  every 
perfon  with  great  civility,  the  information 
he  had  received  from  nurfe  was  fufficient 
to  make  him  treat  her  with  more  than 
common  refpeft:  and  in  the  evening," 
when  they  arrived  at  Bawtry,  and  the  juf- 
tice  and  his  daughter  went  to  their  friend's 
houfe,  he  defired  Mifs  Murrells  and  Mrs, 
Adams  would  favour  him  with  their  com- 
pany at  fupper. 

Cannon  was  not  a  little  mortified  to  find 
himfelf  excluded  this  invitation,  and  Mr» 
Manly  was  very  well  pleafed  with  fuch  z 
fair  opportunity  of  fnewing  his  diflike  to 
his  company. 

Mifs  Murrells  debated  with  herself, 
whether  it  was  proper  for  a  young  woman, 
D  6  §ifW 
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circumftanced  as  fhe  was,  to  comply  with' 
his  requeft ;  but  when  fhe  confidered  nurfe 
was  invited  with  her,  and  that  Mr.  Man- 
ly, in  his  behaviour  and  difcourfe,  had 
difcovered  no  tokens  of  levity,  and  was 
well  acquainted  with  her  family,  fhe 
thought  a  refufal  might  be  imputed  to- 
pride  or  i\\  breeding,  rather  than  a  pru- 
dent referve.  She  therefore  told  him,  fhe 
fliould  be  very  glad  of  his  company. 

Accordingly,  they  went  into  the  fame 
room;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  feated^ 
he,  in  the  politefl  terms,  exprefTed  the' 
pleafure  he  received  from  this  accident- 
al interview  with  a  defcendant  of  his  old 
acquaintance,  Mr.  Murrells,  and  fpokc 
of  him  in  fo  obliging  a  manner,  as  brought 
tears  into  her  eyes.  Obferving  this  conver- 
fation  had  fuch  an  effect  upon  her,  he 
tenderly  exprefTed  concern  at  hearing  fhe 
was  fo  great  a  fharer  in  the  misfortunes 
of  her  family. 

"  Alas! 
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"  Alas!  fir,  the  reflexion  that  my  fuf- 
ferings,  which  you  kindly  impute  to  mif- 
fortune,  were,  in  reality,  occafioned  by 
mifconduft,  greatly  aggravates  my  af- 
fliction.— -I  need  not  inform  you,  who 
knew  my  dear  father,  that  he  was  once 
mafter  of  a  genteel  fortune,  and  might 
have  lived  in  eafc  and  plenty,  had  he 
not  aimed  at  grandeur." 

Mr.  Manly  replied,  "  It  is  fo  long 
fince  I  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  him,  that 
I  am  quite  ^acquainted  with  the  particu- 
lars of  his  life,  from  the  time  he  left 
Kent;  and  have  only  heard in  the  gene- 
ral, that  he  was  not  in  fuch  profperous 
circumftances  as  when  I  knew  him. — If  a 
repetition  would  not  encreafe  your  un- 
eafinefs,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  gain  further 
information  from  you :  but,  I  aflure  you, 
madam,  if  it  is  difagreeable  to  you,  to 
grant  me  this  favour,  I  fhall  not  take  it  ill; 
though,  I  proteft,  a  defire  of  being  fer- 

viceablc 
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viceable  to  a  perfon  of  your  merit,  in- 
duces me  to  alk  it." 

"  Your  whole  deportment,  fir,  denotes 
you  to  be  a  man  of  honour;  and  your 
companionate  treatment  of  me,  convinces 
me  you  have  no  lefs  humanity:  I  Ihall 
therefore  very  readily  comply  with  a  re- 
queft  occafioned  by  fo  kind  a  motive; 
though,  by  revealing  my  own  failings,  I 
run  the  hazard  of  forfeiting  the  good  opi- 
nion you  are  pleafed  to  honour  me  with/* 

The  lady  then  proceeded  to  recite  what 
the  enfuing  chapter  prefents  the  reader 
with. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Mifs  Murreir$  Narrative. 

*<  IV/JY  father,  fir,  at  the  time  he  had 
-LVJL  thehonour of your  acquaintance 
was  poffeffed  of  an  hereditary  eftate  of 
ioooL  a  year.  His  houfe  being  fituated 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  certain  Earl, 
who  was  a  compleat  courtier,  he  culti- 
vated an  acquaintance  with  this  noble- 
man, more  from  a  fpirit  of  ambition,  I 
believe,  than  any  real  regard  to  his  per- 
fon.  His  lordfhip  foon  perceived  his 
foible,  and  foothed  it  till  he  had  gained 
his  efteem  to  that  degree, .  that  he  was 
proud  to  lend  him  what  fums  of  money 
he  demanded,  and  thought  himfelf  high- 
ly honoured,  when  he  admitted  him  into 
his  gaming  parties,  though  he  was  cef- 
tain  to  come  off  a  lofer. 

"  From  his  Iordfhip's  example,  he 
launched  out  into  many  other  extravagan- 
cies 
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cies,  kept  race-horfes,  and  feldom  failed  to 
put  in  for  every  plate  in  the  kingdom. 
By  thefe  means,  and  in  the  entertain, 
ment  of  my  lord's  followers,  who  fre- 
quently obliged  him  with  their  company, 
he  was  in  a  few  years  neceffitated  to  mort- 
gage ;  and  the  payment  of  intereft-mo- 
ney,  added  to  his  ufual  expences,  foon 
reduced  his  income  fo,  low,  that  he 
thought  proper  to  folicit  his  lordfhip's 
intereft,  as  he  had  often  offered  it,  to 
procure  him  fome  place  at  court.  The  earl 
affured  him,  he  might  depend  upon  all 
the  fervice  in  his  power;  but  advifed  him 
to  difpofe  of  his  affairs  in  the  country, 
and  refide  wholly  in  town;  faying,  he 
was  at  prefent  buried  in  obfcurity,  and 
his  defire  could  never  be  fo  efte&ual- 
ly  obtained,  as  by  appearing  frequently 
in  the  circle. 

"  -In  purfuance-of  this  fcheme,  he  fold 
his  eftate;  paid  off  his  mortgages,  and 

took 
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took  lodgings  in  the  verge  of  the  court, 
at  which  he  danced  attendance  four  years. 
In  this  time  he  had  confiderably  encrea- 
fed  his  acquaintance  amongft  perfons  of 
quality,  who  were  very  profufe  in  their 
promifes  for  the  next  vacant  place,  (that 
for  which  he  applied,  being  always  un- 
luckily difpofed  of  before  he  alked.) 

"  His  finances  and  patience  were  near 
exhaufted,  wrhen  he  determined  coura- 
geoufly  to  demand  of  the  earl  2000I. 
which  he  had  formerly  lent  him,  when 
he  was  in  an  ill  run  at  play.  His  lordfhip 
put  him  off  with  evafions  from  time  to= 
time;  but,  one  morning  as  he  was  pick- 
ing his  teeth,  in  a  folitary  mood,  though 
amidft  a  full  houfe,  at  White's,  he  had 
the  pleafure  to  obferve  this  nobleman 
alight  from  his  chair,  and  with  a  counte- 
nance dreffed  in  fmiles,  approached 
him. 

I  am 
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€C  I  am  forry,  Mr.  Murrells,  faid  her 
my  endeavours  to  ferve  you>  have  been 
hitherto  ineffectual,  but  I  am  now  fo  hap- 
py to  have  it  in  my  power  toaccomplifh 
your  defire,  though  not  in  a  manner  ade 
quate  to  your  merit,  or  my  willies;  yet 
it  is  your  bufinefs  to  get  footing  any  wayr 
and  I  am  certain,  a  man  of  your  qualifi- 
cations requiresonly  an  introduction  to  be 
advanced  to  a  more  canlpicious  appoint- 
ment." 

iC  You  may  imagine  fir,  my  father 
was  impatient  to  know  what  his  lordfhip 
had  allotted  for  him;  My  lord,  after  a 
long  paufe,  continued,  "  You  feem  Mr. 
Murrelis,  to  be  under  concern  for  the 
trifle  I  borrowed  of  you,  and  I  am  alfo^ 
as  it  is  not  juft  now  in  my  power  to  return 
it,  otherwife  than  by  fecuring  this  poft 
for  you. — I  affure  you,  upon  my  honour, 
it  could  not  be  purchafed  for  lefs;  and 
whenever  you  have  a  profpedt  of  a  bet- 
ter,. 
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tcr,  as  it  is  not  to  be  queftioned  but  you 
will,  you  may  difpofe  of  this  for  a  larger 
fum."  "  -  . 

"  My  father  now  thought  he  might 
venture  to  afk,  what  the  place  was?  and 
was  anfwered,  that  of  a  gentleman-uflier. 
The  mention  of  this  greatly  difappointed 
him,  but  as  he  did  not  chufe  to  difcover 
his  chagrin,  he  told  his  lordfhip,  he  would 
confider  of  his  offer,  and  return  him  an 
anfwer  in  a  few  days.     My  lord  affefted 
to  be  furprized  at  this  cool  reply,  and 
faid,  "  You  muft  aft  as  you  think  proper, 
Mr.  Murrells ;  I  have  taken  unufual  pains 
in  this  affair,  and  preferred  your  interefl 
to  feveral  gentlemen,  who  perfecute  me 
with  folicitationsupon  this  occafion:  if  it 
fhould  not  meet  with  your  approbation, 
I  fear  it  will  not  be  in  my  way  to  be  fur- 
ther ferviceable  to  you/' 

«  At 
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"  At  the  conclufion  of  this  fpeech 
he  flung  himfelf  into  his  chair,  and  moved 
off,  leaving  my  father  very  much  diiguft- 
ed  at  his  proportion. " 


 The  clock  nowftriking  eleven 

Mils  Murrells  retired,  with  Mr,  Matily's 
thanks,  and  giving  him  a  promifc  of  coa- 
tinuing  her  narrative  the  next  evening* 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.  VII. 
Mrs.  Adams  makes  a  fmall  Mijlake. 

MI  S  S  Murrells,  had  not  been  in  her 
chamber  half  an  hour,  before  flie 
found  her  fpirits  fodeprefied,  that  having 
vented  a  fhower  of  tears,  flie  defired 
nurfe  would  endeavour  to  procure  hera 
glafs  of  hartfhorn  and  water. 

c*  Mrs.  Adams,  half  afleep,  waspafling  . 
along  the  gallery,  in  order  to  obey  her 
commands,  juft  as  Mr.  Moody  was  at  the 
door  of  his  room:  the  moment  flie  faw 
him  flie  called  out,  "  Good  your  worftiip 
help  me!" 

cc  What  is  the  matter?"  "  Oh  good 
fir!  I  am  at  my  wits  end,  my  poor  dear 
Bella  is  fick,  what  (hall  I  do?" 

The  juftice  very  compofedly  replied, 
€i  Tis  only  a  fit  of  the  cholic,  good  wo- 
man ; 
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man;  you  fhould  get  fome  cordial,"  M  Ma- 
ny thanks  to  your  worfliip,  I  have  got 
fome  cordial  below;  if  yourworfhip  will 
pleafe  to  tafte  it,  you  fhallbe  kindly  wel- 
come. 

The  juftice  made  no  other  reply  to 
this  obliging  offer  than,  "  Good  night 
t've,  'tis  time  to  be  a-bed." 

Mrs.  Adams  proceeded  down  flairs, 
and  finding  her  balket  in  which  was  a 
large  bottle  of  furfeit  water,  fraught  with 
that  flie  returned,  but  not  having  made 
fufficient  obfervation  of  the  fituation  of 
th^  chambers,  flie  opened  the  door  of 
that  in  which  the  lieutenant  lay,  and 
never  perceiving  her  miftakc,  (he  called 
to  her  young  lady  fevera]  times,  to 
know  why  fhe  had  put  out  the  candle; 
receiving  no  anfwer,  {he  concluded  ihe 
was  in  afwoon:  Upon  which  ihe  uncork- 
ed the  bottle,  and  by  the  glimmering 
of  the  moon,  found  out  the  bed,  which 

flie 


The    STAGE    COACH  71 

flic  approached,  with  the  bottle  in  one 
hand,  and  laid  faft  hold  of  the  officer's 
nofe  with  the  other,  which  fhe  pulled 
witii  all  her  might. 

Cannon  roufed  Try  this  rude  (though 
perhaps  not  unufual)  falutation  darted 
up,  and  amidft  a  volley  of  oaths,  pro- 
nounced the  word  fire!  with  great  vehe- 
mence, which  nurfe  in  her  fright  re- 
€chod ;  and  receiving  a  blow  at  the  fame 
inftant  from  the  foldier,  fell  proftrate  on 
the  floor,  leaving  the  bottle  emptying  it- 
felf  into  the  bed,  and  pulling  the  quilt 
along  with  her. 

The  officer  greatly  annoyed  by  this  in- 
undation fted  from  it  with  precipitation, 
and  gained  the  door;  but  not  having  cou- 
rage to  open  it,  he  flood  in  his  fhirc 
bauiing  "  Thieves!  Fire!"  'till  he  had 
raifed  the  heufe. 


The 
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The  firft  perfons  that  came  to  his  affift- 
was  Mr.  Manly  in  his  night  gown,  follow- 
ed by  the  juftice  in  a  greafy  flannel  night- 
cap and  waiftcoat.  On  their  entrance 
they  demanded  the  occafion  of  this  alarm  ? 
Cannon  replied,  "  Ah,  gentlemen !  it  is 
a  mercy  I  am  living  to  inform  you :  though 
I  have  done  what  man  can  do  to  defend 
you  all;  but  what  is  a  fingle  arm  oppofed 
to  numbers?  I  was  awakened  by  a  gang  of 
villains,  who,  I  fuppofe,  might  imagine 
from  my  appearance,  that  I  travel  with  a 
charge,  one  of  which  clapt  a  piftol  to  my 
very  nofe;  but  after  maintaining  an  un- 
equal fight  two  long  hours,  I  peppered 
him  off,  for  I  heard  him  fall  down  dead  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  bed.  As  foon  as  I  had 
difpatched  him,  I  was  compofing  myfelf 
to  lleep,  when  another  of  the  gang,  in  a 
cowardly  manner,  threw  a  bottle  of  li- 
quor at  my  head,  and  abfeonded ;  he 
may  be  flill  in  the  room  for  what  I  know, 
and  that  made  me  give  the  alarm." 

At 
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At  this  the  juftice  feemfcd  inclined  to 
make-  his  retreat,  till  Mr.  Manly,  the 
hoft  andfervants,  who  were  all  afiembled 
in  the  room,  begged  him  to  affift  in 
fearching  for  the  body.  The  order  of 
their  proceffion,  in  this  expedition,  was 
obferved  ih  the  following  manner.'  Mr* 
Manly  marched  in  the  van  with  a  piftol 
in  his  hand,  which  he  had  brought  from 
his  own  chamber,  his  ferv'ant  following 
with  another,  the  hoft  with  his  wig  on 
the  wrong  fide  outward,  without  his  coat 
or  waiftcoat,  and  reeling  with  a  candle ^ 
the  juilice  keeping  the  like  uneven  pace, 
a  fright  having  the  fame  effeft  upon  his 
nerves  that  good  liquor  had  upon  thofe 
of  the  landlord;  the  officer,  in  the  figure 
in  which  he  received  them,  brought  up 
the  rear,  bearing  his  fword  in  the  fcab* 
bard. 


Whilft  they  were  marching  in  this  man- 
ner, the  perfon  who  carried  the  light,  not 
E  beirrg 
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being  able  to  follow  a  ft  rait  line,  wheeled 
about,  and  put  them  into  confufion, 
by  extinguifhing  the  candle;  the  juftice 
thinking  he  could  perceive  Mr.  Manly's 
gown,  made  what  hafle  he  could  to  put 
himfelf  under  his  protection,  and  in  his 
hurry  chanced  tofturnble  upon  the  quilt, 
which  roufed  nurle,  who  immediately 
laid  hold  of  his  leg  and  cried  out,  "  For 
goodnefs  fake  help  me,  if  you  be  chriftian. 
pcop& !  for  I  am  a  dead  woman." 

This  aflertion  fo  frightened  Moody, 
who  not  only  gave  credit  to  it,  but  im- 
plicitly believed  all  the  (lories  he  had  ever 
heard  of  hobgoblins  and  apparitions,  that 
he  was  incapable  of  dining,  had  ihe  been 
difpofed  to  releafe  him.  Mr.  Manly  per- 
ceiving he  was  forcibly  held,  pulled  him 
away,  and  defired  the  quilt  might  be  re- 
moved, but  the  juftice  objected  to  that 
motion,  begging  he  would  confider  the 

danger 
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danger  of  defying  the  devil,  for  he  wag 
certain  there  was  fome  evil  fptrit  under  it. 

Cannon  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  deliver* 
ing  his  fword  to  Mr.  Manly,  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  nm  it  through  the 
coverlet,  and  difpatch  the  villain;  adding, 
"  It  is  not  fit  fuch  a  rafcal  fhQuld  be 
permitted  to  fee  the  light." 

Nurfe  hearing  this  again  bawled  out, 
and  afTured  them  fhe  was  ^  was,  no  rogue 
but  Bella's  nurfe.  Upon  which  Mr,  Man- 
ly himfelf  removed  the  quilt,  and  dis- 
covered the  poor  woman,  who,  by  pro- 
per afliftance,  was  brought  enough  to 
her  fenfes  to  explain  the  caufe  of  this 
buftle,  for  which  (he  was  complimented 
with  hearty  curfes  from  her  antagomft; 
and  the  juftice  declaring,  women  were 
eternal  plagues!  turned  out  of  the  room, 

Mr.  Manly,  after  rallying  the  foldier , 
on  his  extraordinary  valour,  fent  for  the 
E  z  land- 


yS       The    STAGE  COACH. 

landlady,  to  whofe  care  he  configned 
nurfe,  and  gave  her  orders  to  attend  the 
young  ladies.  Accordingly  (lie  went  to 
Mifs  Murreirs,  and  found  her  almoft  life* 
lefs;  fuch  an  effedt  had  the  noife  fiae  had 
heard,  and  the  cries  of  the  nurfe,  which 
had  reached  her  ears,  occafioned.  Pro- 
per remedies  being  applied  to  her,  {he 
vifited  Mifs  Moody,  and  found  her  little 
better;  however  nurlVs  account  of  the 
affair  relieved  her  fears,  and  the  ladies 
paffed  the  remainder  of  the  night  toge- 
;ker. 


C  HAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 
A  Difcovery. 

IN  the  morning  Mifs  Murrells  made 
many  apologies  for  the  difturbance 
fhe  had  innocently  occafioned,  which 
every  one  readily  accepted  but  the  officer, 
Who  feemed  very  fallen:  when  nurfe, 
not  to  be  behind -hand  in  good  manners, 
aiked  his  pardon  in  particular:  "  I  ant 
fare  your  honour  can't  take  it  amifs," 
laid  fhe,  when  madam  was  fick,  and  I 
was  fo  tofficated  with  fieep  that  I  did  not 
know  which  way  I  went :  and  for  matter 
of  that,  your  honour  frightened  me  as 
much  as  I  did  you,  when  you  beat  aac 
down  and  fhrieked  fire." 

f*  Prithee,  old  fool!  replied  the  fol- 
dier,   have  done  with  your  nonfenfe— 
How  could  it  enter  into  your  ftupid  head 
that  I  was  frightened?  I  own  I  was  cur- 
E  3  Xedly 
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fedly  provoked  when  you  emptied  you? 
dram  bottle  into  my  bed." 

c<  Nay,  fir  J  now  1  muft  fpeak;  'tis 
enough  to  provoke  the  ftones  in  the  ftreet, 
to  hear  how  you  talk!  I  am  fttre  I  have 
mofl  reafon  to  complain  for  the  lofs  of 
my  water;  if  you  don't  mind  fpiritual 
things,  you  may  well  think  there's  them 
that  do;  and  you  might  have  faved  it  if 
ycu  had  not  been  frightened;  for  I  defy 
you,  or  any  body  in  this  county,  or  the 
aext  to  it,  to  make  any  like  it." 

During  this  harangue  Mifs  Murrells 
was  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  and  frequent- 
ly touched  her  nurfe's  toes,  in  order  to 
filenceher.  Mr-  Manly  perceiving  the 
young  lady's  perplexity,  faid  to  Mrs. 
Adams,  "  lam  forry  for  your  lofs;  and 
I  dare  fay  Capt.  Cannon  is  too  well  bred 
to  refent  a  mere  accident  as  an  affront ; 
you  mufl.  excufe  what  he  fays,   as  no 

doubt 
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doubt,  his  fpirits  are  ruffled  by  the  en- 
counter he  has  fo  lately  had  with  the 
thieves."  In  uttering  thcfe  words  he  caft 
his  eyes  flily  on  the  officer. 

The  old  woman  no  fooner  heard  this 
name  of  the  lieutenant,  than  fhefurveyed 
him  from  head  to  foot ;  and  after  a  paufe, 
called  out  u  Why  fare  it  can't  be  he'/' 
and  immediately  anfwering  hejfelf,  *4  Yes, ' 
but  it  is  to  be  fure ;  as  I'm  alive,  'tis  Bob 
Cannon  !  Why  Mr.  Robert !  'tis  ftrange 
you  and  I  (hould  not  know  one  another 
better  than  to  fall  out.  But  you  are  mainly 
changed  fince  you  ufed  to  come  up  and 
down  to  my  houfe  with  fheeps  trotters: 
why,  you  are  grown  fo  fine !  a  body  would 
hardly  know  you — Is  your  aunt  Belcher 
in  the  King's  Arms  ftiil  ?" 

Cannon  had  from  the  beginning  of  this 
fpeech  clofed  his  eyes ;  but  the  juftice 
being  willing  to  quicken  his  apprehenfion^ 
E  4  gave 
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gave  him  a  flap  on  the  fhoulder,  faying, 
€t  Come  noble  captain,  tells  us  what  is 
become  of  Goody  Belcher !" 

"  As  good  a  conditioned  woman,  ad- 
ded nurfe,  turning  to  the  juflice,  as  your 
worfhip  would  wifti  to  fee  !  and  brewed 
as  good  drink  as  any  in  ten  miles  round. 
Well!  'tis  mazing  to  fee  how  things  will 
come  about !  Who  would  have  thought 
I  fhould,  in  a  ftrange  country,  have 
happened  on  my  old  friend  Nick  Can- 
non's fon  ?  But,  to  be  fure,  you  are  as  like 
him  as  if  you  were  fpit  out  of  his  mouth 
—Well !  could  he  have  lived  to  have  feen 
you  grown  up,  it  would  have  joyed  his 
heart :  but  we  muft  all  die,  nothing  more 
certain— That  bull-baiting,  and  Goody 
Harper's  gin,  was  the  death  on  him :  but 
he  made  a  good  end ;  and  fent  for  Mr. 
Perry,  the  parfon,  to  pray  by  him  when 
he  was  drawing  on.  Well'!  he  killed  as 
fine  meat  as  apy  butcher  in  the  county 
E.5  cf 


Tit*  STAGE   COACH.  8* 

of  Eflex;  and  fent  as  many  calves  to  mar- 
ket in  his  day — Has  your  filler  Elfe,  that 
married  the  woolcomber,  any  children;? 

Finding  he  made  her  no  reply,  the 
juflice  again  accofted  him,  "  Come  coun- 
tryman, why  don't  you  fpeak  to  your  old 

acquaintance?" 

To  which  Cannon  anfwered,  in  a  furly 
tone,  "  I  (hall  hold  no  converfation  with 
a  wretch  that  miift  be  either  mad  or  drunk  ; 
for  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  all 
has  uttered." 

"  I  am  ready  to  think,  faid  the  juftice,' 
there  is  a  great  deal.— Pray,  Mrs.  Adams, 
did  you  know  this  gentleman's  guar- 
dian?" 

"  As  well,  replied  nurfe,  as  I  know 
my  own  brother,  tho'  Mr.  Robert  is  plea- 
fed  to  abufe  me — Methinks  he  might  bo 
glad  to  fee  one  that  knows  all  his  kin. 


Thi  stage  coach. 

Yes,  fir,  Mr.  Robert  had  an  old  uncle 
that  was  a  batchelor;  he  went  partners 
with  his  father,  and  grazed  befides;  and 
when  he  died  left  his  kinfman,  this  gen- 
tleman, very  handfome,  to  be  fure,  that 
he  did;  and  put  him  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Plummet,  the  glazier,  tillhe  fhould 
come  to  be  one  and  twenty  years  of  age. 
Do  I  fpeak  true  now,  pray?  Did  not  your 
uncle  leave  you  fa?  By  the  fame  token, 
after  you  were  whipt  for  robbing  the 
parfoa^  orchard,  along  with  Dick  Ha- 
zel, did  not  you  run  away  from  Mr. 
Plummet  and  lift  for  a  foldier?  Mayhap, 
you  forgot  that,  and  the  preamble  you 
had  afterwards  with  Kitty  Pratt;  but 
though  1  han't  feen  you  fince,  I  heard  all 
about  it;  and  how  you  were  fhut  up  in 
her  father's  neathoufe." 

At  this  the  juftice  fet  up  a  horfe-laugh  ; 
nor  could  Mr.  Manly,  or  the  ladies,  for- 
bear fouling. 

"  Con- 
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u  Confound  the  old  beldam!  faid  Can- 
non, this  is  not  to  be  borne:  to  betra* 
duced  by  fuch  a  Succubus." 

He  was  proceeding  to  many  invedtives 
againft  poor  nurfe,  when  fhe  interrupted 
him,  with  "  Pray,  Mr.  Robert,  don't  be 
in  a  choleric,  I  fay  no  harm  of  your  pa- 
rentage, nor  I  know  none,  not  I — Did 
not  I  fay  your  father  killed  good  meat?t 
And  as  to  your  mother,  'tis  well  known, 
flie  was  a  pains-taking  woman,  and  was 
up  early  and  down  late  to  keep  you  tight 
and  wholefomc.  Is  there  any  arm  in  all 
this? 

t€  None  at  all,  anfwered  Manly,  on 
the  contrary,  I  think  you  give  a  very 
good  account  of  Mr.  Cannon's  family/* 

(<  I  am  fure,  continued  nurfe,  (who 
was  not  to  be  filenced  by  the  frowns  and 
motions  of  Mifs  Murrells)  if  your  uncle 
could  look  out  of  his  grave,  and  fee  how 
E  6  k>$ 
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his  money  went  to  make  you  a  captain, 
■'twould  vex  him  to  the  heart ;  for  he  never 
could  endure  red  coats;  he  ufed  to  call 
'em  locufts.  He  faid  to  me  once,  before 
I  married,  Mary,  or  Mrs.  Mary,  I  can't 
certainly  fay  which;  but  'twas  in  the 
Chriftmas  holidays,  and  there  was  foldiers 
quartered  in  our  town :  faid  he,  let  me 
counfel  you,  never  fo  keep  company  with 
a  red  coat;  for,  faid  he,  they  are  fome 
times  here,  fometimes  there,  faid  he; 
and  'tis  a  difmal  life  for  a  young  body  to 
trudge  after  her  hufband  with  a  knapfack : 
therefore,  faid  he,  take  note  of  what  I  " 
fay;  and  above  all  things,  have  nothing 
to  fay  to  foldiers;  for,  faid  he"— 

44  Hold,  faid  Mifs  Murrells,  he  has 
faid  enough  in  all  reafon — Pjay  Mrs* 
Adams,  don't  thus  engrcfs  the  converfa- 
fation." 

"  Oh  no,  ma'am!  no  to  be  fu re!  but 
o#ly  you  know  when  old  acquaintance 

meet 
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meet,  one  word  brings  in  another;  for 
mys  (hare  I  am  no  tatler." 

u  I  wi(h,  returned  the  young  lady, 
you  would  oblige  us  with  a  filent  proof  of 
that," 

Thefe  words  clofed  nurfe's  lips;  and* 
as  I  fear  fhe  has  trefpaffed  no  lefs  upon 
the  patience* of  the  reader,  for  his  relief, 
I  will  end  the  conference,  and  the  chap* 
ten 
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CHAP.  IX. 

The  Officer  quits  the  Coach. 

BEFORE  I  proceed  further,  I 
think  it  neceffary  to  make  ibme 
apology  to  the  reader,  for  omitting  all 
the  oaths  and  imprecations  made  ufe  of 
by  the  coachmen  and  their  acquaintance, 
upon  the  road.  I  mud  own,  I  once 
thought  to  excufe  this  negled:,  by  ob- 
fervh  g  that  fuch  gentlemen,  though 
great  travellers,  and  in  an  exalted  ftati- 
on,  always  utter  them  in  the  vulgar 
tongue;  I  ut,  upon  perufing  feveral  mo- 
de n  wi ritings,  I  cannot  think  this  plea 
will  be  of  any  force,  fince,  from  the 
care  of  thofe  authors,  the  polite  world 
muft  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  that 
dialed.  I  have  therefore  no  other  to  al- 
ledge  in  my  own  defence*  but  the  dread 
of  being  found  guilty  of  plagiarifm,  fince 
nothing  of  thar  nature  can  I  recoiled  to 

have 
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have  paffed  in  this  journey,  but  what  has 
obtained  a  place  in  the  works  of  many  of 
my  predeceffors  in  thefe  fort  of  narra- 
tives.— Accept  this  apology,  gentle  rea- 
der, and  permit  me  to  return  to  the  paii 
fengers, 

Mifs  Murrells  having  filenced  the  talk- 
ative old  woman,  entered  into  difcourfe 
with  the  other  young  lady,  Mr.  Manly 
and  the  juft ice  often  joining  in  it,  whilft 
Cannon  remainedvery  fuilen,  till  the  con* 
verfation  turned  upon  the  prevailing  tafte 
for  novels.  Mr.  Manly  faid,  he  had  ne- 
ver read  any  thing  of  that  kind,  but  "the 
works  of  Cervantes,  till  lately  he  had 
been  perfuaded  to  perufe  Clarifla,  and 
fome  of  the  Covent  Garden*  juftice's  per- 
formances; and  though  he  formerly  had 
thought  fuch  fi&ions  below  his  notice, 
he  was  now  not  afhamed  to  aver,  there 
were  fome,  which  if  attended  to,  and 
not  run  over  merely  to  kill  time,  capable 

of 
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of  yielding  profit  with  amufement,  par* 
ficularly  thofe  he  had  mentioned. 

Cannon  could  by  no  means  allow  of 
the  preference  given  to  thefe,  but  de- 
clared, u  They  were  mere  nonfenfe, 
and  none  of  them  came  up  to  Hay- 
wood's." 

Being  afked,  If  he  had  ever  read 
the  others?  he  replied,  w  No;  but  I 
looked  into  Amelia,  one  Sunday,  when  I 
Was  in  the  yawns,  and  found  Major  Bath 
talk  fuch  infufferable' fluff,  and  fo  out  of 
charter  for  an  officer,  that  it  would  no£ 
keep  me  awake." 

"  Pray,  faid  Mifs  Murrells  whatthfnfc 
you  of  the  Adventures  of  a  Lap-Dog  ?"* 

"  I  never  read  it,"  repied  the  foldier.- 

u  Read  it !  faid  the  juftice,  Why  was 
any  man  fuch  a  fool,  as  to  write  a  book 
>«i  ■  about 
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about  a  lap-dog  ?  There  might  indeed  be 
fomething  to  fay  to  a  fox-hound,  but  a 
lap-dog,  quoth  a!" 

"  I  have  feen  Pompey  the  Little, 
laid  Manly,  and  mull  confefs  was  ex* 
tremely  pleafed  with  it." 

t€  Well,  every  one  as  they  like  faid 
the  juftice;  but,  if  you  talk  of  books, 
there  never  will  be  fo  fine  a  one  in  the 
world,  as  Sir  Richard  Baker's  Chronicles.'* 

He  then  proceeded  to  relate  feveraf 
incidents  mentioned  by  that  author,  and 
made  no  other  miftake  but  in  attributing 
aftions  to  one  prince,  which  were  per- 
formed by  another :  he  condemned  Henry 
V.  forrefigning  his  crown  and  commend- 
ed King  John  for  his  piety  and  his  cou- 
rage in  conquering  France*. 


To 
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To  all  this,  the  officer  was  very  atten- 
tive,4 and  feemed  to  regard  the  old  gentle- 
man withfome  degree  of  veneration,  deck- 
ring,  "  He  fhould  not  have  fufpedted 
that  he  had  been  fo  well  verfed  in  the 
Hiftory  of  Nations;  and  owned,*  though 
he  had  too  much  vivacity  to  pore  over 
fuch  learned  treatifes,  he  was  always 
pleafed  to  hear  them  talked  of." 

This  compliment  brought  the  juftice 
into  abetter  humour  with  him;  and,  in 
all  likelihood,  they  had  paffed  on  to  the 
end  of  their  journey  tolerably  fatisfied 
with  each  other,  had  not  nurfe's  offici  • 
oufnefs  again  fired  Cannon :  for  not  be- 
ing fo  readily  attended  at  the  inn  where 
they  dined,  as  they  expected,  Mrs.  Adams 
went  in  fearch  of  the  hoftefs,  and  feverely 
rebuked  her  for  her  neglect,  telling  her, 
fhe  was  fure,  if  fhe  knew  one  of  her 
guefts  was  nephew  to  Mrs.  Belcher,  that 

kept 
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kept  the  King's  Arms,  (he  would  not  think 
it  below  her  to  tend  upon  them  herfelf, 
as  foe  muft  needs  fuppofe  he  knew  the 
ways  of  fuch  houfen,  being,  as  it  were, 
bred  up  in  them. 

Upon  this  the  landlady  entered  the 
room  with  a  low  curtfey,  and  demanded 
which  of  the  gentlemen  was  nephew  to 
Mrs.  Belcher? 

No  one  anfwering,  nurfe  pointed  to 
Cannon.  "  Sir,  continued  fhe,  this  gen* 
tlewoman  tells  me,  things  arn't  to  your  • 
mind:  I  am  very  forry  for  it;  perhaps 
we  have  not  all  the  accommodation  that 
is  to  be  found  in  the  King's  Arms;  though 
Til  be  bold  to  fay,  you  will  not  meet 
with  better  between  here  and  London; 
and  you  may  have  a  cup  of  better  ale  than 
ever  you  drew  at  your  aunt's :  I  defire 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  tafte  that,  before 
yon  run  dovyn  the  Globe/' 


At 
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At  this,  the  officer  began  to  fwear,  till 
checked  by  Mr,  Manly :  he  dire&ed  his 
rage  againft  Mrs.  Adams,  whom  he  cal- 
led the  devil's  grandmother. 

Nurfe  pofitively  denied  the  aflertion-^ 
protefting,  fhe  never  had  a  child  in 
her  life,  and  if  fne  had,  Ihe  hoped  it 
would  not  have  been  fo  gracelefs  as  to 
deny  its  parentage.  But  to  be  fure,  Mr. 
Robert,  (added  Ihe)  you  think  I  am 
grown  fuperanimated." 

It  was  no  fmall  trouble  to  Mr.  Manly, 
andMifsMurrells,  to  compofe  this  ruffle: 
and  the  latter  was  once  more  obliged  to 
lay  an  embargo  upon  nurfe's  tongue. 

At  their  quitting  the  coach,  Cannoit* 
fwore  he  would  not  pafs  another  day  in 
company,  where  he  had  beenfo  traduced, 
but  would  take  poft-horfe.s  for  town.  No 

!  one 
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one  replying  to  this  but  Mr  Manly,  who 
wiilied  him  a  good  journey,  he  left  the 
paffengers  to  purfue  his  fcheme. 

Mifs  Murrells  had,  by  this  time,  en- 
tertained fe  good  an  opinion  of  Mifs 
Moody,  that  when  Mr.-  Manly  remind- 
ed her  of  her  promife,  fhe  faid,  if 
they  might  all  pafs  the  evening  toge- 
ther, fhe  flhould  chufe  to  continue  her 
narrative  in  her  hearing;  but  fhe  feared 
Mr.  Moody  would  not  be  pleafed  to  attend 
tofuch  a  difcourfe." 

"  Yes,  yes,  anfwered  he,  you  may  talk 
away  for  all  me;  I  never  give  heed  to 
women's  tittle-tattle — Let  me  have  but 
my  pipe  and  my  tankard,  at  t'other  end 
of  the  room,  I  fhall  foon  fall  afleep,  and 
you  won't  difturb  me." 

This  being  fettled,  they  proceeded 
to  fupper,  after  which,  Mifs  Murrells 

refumed 
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refumed  her  hiftory,  as  the  reader  may 
fee,  if  he  fhould  not  be  more  inclined 
to  take  a  nap  with  the  juftice,  than  gp. 
to  the  next  chapter. 


C  H  A  r. 
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Mifs  Murrells's  Hiftory  continued. 

\  S  foon  as  Mr.  Manly  had  performed 


-A  V  fhe  chaplain's  office,  and  the  juf- 
tice  had  charged  his  pipe,  and  feated 
himfelf  at  a  diftance  from  the  reft  of  the 
company,  Mifs  Murrells  began,  addrefs- 
ing  Mr.  Manly. 

"  I  think,  fir,  I  told  you  of  the  earl's  of- 
fering the  poft  of  a  gentleman-ufher  to 
my  father. — I  have  heard  him  fay,  he 
fpent  that  day,  and  theenfuing  night,  in 
contemplating  his  unhappy  circumftan- 
ces,  and  refleding  on  his  lordfhip's  offer 
and  behaviour,  from  which  he  plainly 
perceived.,  this  was  all  the  return  he 
would  ever  make  for  the  loan;  and  tho* 
it  was  far  below  his  expectations,  he  de- 
termined to  accept  it,  flattering  himfelf, 
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it  would  be  introductory  to  a  more  con* 
fiderable  place. 

Accordingly,  he  was  inflated  in  it, 
and  performed  the  office  fometirrie;  when 
finding  the  revenues  not  equal  to  the  ex- 
pences  attending  it,  he  endeavoured  to 
repair  his  fortune  by  marriage.  The  court 
afforded  him  little  profpect  of  that,  as  I 
have  heard  him  remark;  the  ladies  that 
mod  frequented  the  circle,  were  upon  the 
feme  ibheme  ;  he  therefore  fought  the  ac- 
quaintance of  wealthy  tradefmen,  in  the 
city';  and  at  the  houle  of  one  of  thefe 
chanced  to  meet  my  mother,  who  was 
an  orphan  juft  come  of  age,  with  twelve 
thoufand  pounds  at  her  own  difpofal; 
{he  had  likewife  the  advantage  of  a  per* 
fon  fo  agreeable,  that  my  father  has  often 
affirmed,  if  he  had  known  her  when  he 
was  pcflefled  of  the  eftate  he  had  fquan- 
dered,  flie  would  have  been  his  choice, 

provided 
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provided  (lie  had  not  brought  him  a  {hil- 
ling. My  mother  no  lefs  approved  of  him; 
and  having  hitherto  lived  in  the  city, 
was  delighted  with  the  thoughts  of  re- 
ading at  the  other  end  bf  the  town.  A 
few  weeks  after  this  introduction  corn* 
pleated  my  father's  wiflies.  Upon  his 
marriage,  he  took  an  hdufe  in  St.  James's 
Strfcetj  and  let  out,  in  a  manner,  farabov£ 
his  income. 

U  As  he  was  flill  ambitious  of  a  fuperr* 
or  appointment,  he  failed  not  to  pay  due 
court  to,  and  remind  thofe  whofe  pro- 
mifes  he  had  engaged,  whenever  there 
Yv*as  a  probability  of  a  vacancy*  He  was 
advifed  to  get  a  feat  in  the  houfe,  as  the 
mod  likely  method  to  facilitate  his  \vifhesf! 
and  recommended  to  a  borough,  having 
laid  out  my  mother's  fortune  in  a  pur- 
chafe  to  qualify  him.  At  the  eleftion  he 
was  ftrenuoully  oppofed ;  but,  by  the  fa- 
vour of  the  returning  officer,  was  declared 
F         '  duly 
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duly  ele&ed.  His  opponent  demanded 
afcrutiny,  yet  that  did  not  prevent  him 
from  making  his  appearance  in  parlia- 
ment. The  carrying  his  point  thus  far 
was  attended  with  fuch  an  expence,  as 
made  a  confiderable  breach  in  hisfortune; 
and  his  antagonift  preferring  a  petition 
againft  him,  he  was,  by  the  majority  of 
the  houfe,  obliged  to  relinquifh  his  feat, 
before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  *a 
fmgle  vote.  The  chagrin  he  felt  from  his 
difappointmcnt,  joined  to  that  occafioned 
by  the  expence  he  had  been  at,  and  the 
being  neceffitated  to  part  from  his  place, 
to  fupply  his  agents  in  this  unlucky  affair, 
made  him  refolve  to  leave  the  town, 
where  his  fchemeswere  continually  fru- 
strated, and  refide  upon  the  eftate  he 
had  purchafed  in  Suffolk. 

"  I  was  then  very  young,  and  this 
good  woman,  who  lived  in  Effex,  had 
the  care  of  me  till  I  was  five  years  old,  at 

which 
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which  time  I  was  fent  to  one  of  the  mod 
elegant  boarding-fchools  near  town.  My 
parents  were  extremely  fond  of  me;  and 
though  my  father  had  met  with  fuch  ill 
fuccefs  in  his  attempts  towards  railing 
"himfelf  in  the  world,  his  views  were  ftill 
foaring;  and  all  the  vexation  he  had  ex- 
perienced was  not  fufficient  to  deter  him 
from  exciting  the  fame  fort  of  emulation 
m  my  young  mind, 

*f  He  educated  me  in  the  moft  extra- 
vagant manner;  and  both  he  and  my  mo- 
ther, by  ill-timed  panegyricks  on  my  per- 
Ton,  nourifhecl  that  vanity  which  I  in- 
herited. My  governefs  was  defired  to 
fpare  no  coft  or  pains  in  adorning  my 
outhde,  and  cautioned  never  to  infift  on 
my  needle performances,  reading,  orwrk 
ting,  when  flie  found  it  was  not  agree- 
rfble  to  me  to  profecute  them  as  contradic 
tion  would  make  me  fret  and  fpoil  my 
complexion  and  features.  My  father  was 
F  z  ever 
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ever  exorting  me  to  be  genteel;  and  he 
did  notqueftion  but  he  had  ftill  intereft 
enough  about  court  to  place  me  there,  as 
a  maid  of  honour;  and  when  I  was  in  that 
fituation,  itmuft  be  my  own  fault  if  I  did 
not  match  with  quality.  My  poor  mother 
liad  imbibed  the  fame  chimerical  no- 
tions. 

u  Their  retiring  into  the  country  had 
been  a  fortunate  ftep,  if  they  could  have 
contentedly  kept  within  the  bounds  of 
their  income;  but  that  was  much  too 
fcanty  to  defray  the  expences  of  an  equi- 
page and  retinue  of  fervants;  and  as  my 
father's  inclinations  for  fhew,  would  not 
permit  him  to  retrench,  he  was  again  obli- 
ged to  mortgage. 

"  When  I  attained  to  my  fixtcenttr 
year,  perceiving  his  hopes  blafted,  as  to 
my  preferment  in  the  way  he  intended, 
he  took  me  from  fchool. 


<r  It 
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94  It  happened,  juft  then,  the  daughter 
of  a  doctor  in  divinity,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, was  enquiring  for  an  eafy  fervice, 
and  being  recommended  to  our  family, 
my  parents  engaged  her  to  attend  upon 
me.  She  was  four  years  older  than  my- 
felf,  had  received  a  genteel  education; 
and  with  a  perfon  extremely  agreeable, 
had  a  good  underftanding  admirably 
cultivated,  and  a  great  fweetnefs  of  dif* 
pofition.  Her  father,  Dr.  Godwin,  had 
met  with  misfortunes  which  rendered 
him  incapable  of  making  fuch  a  provifioja 
for  his  family  as  they  defer ved,  though 
he  had  from  his  fituation,  during  his  life, 
an  opportunity  of  educating  his  children 
handfomely  at  a  fmall  expence.  This 
gentlewoman's  fenfible  converfation  I 
fhould  have  liftened  to  with  pleafure, 
and  been  ready  to  have  confulted  her  opi- 
nion upon  many  accafions,  had  not  the 
treatment  of  my  parents,  (who  behaved 
to  her  as  much  my  inferior)  made  me 
F  3  think 
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think  it  would  be  derogating  from  my 
rank,  toufe  her  with  the  freedom  of  a 
friead. 

cc  Our  country  habitation  foon  grew 
irifipia  to  me;  and  the  converfation  of  my 
father  and  mother  perpetually  turning 
upon  the  pleafures  they  experienced 
among!!  the  beau  monde,  created  in  me 
a  longing  defire  to  flhine  in  that  fphere* 
and  to  be  a  partaker  of  fuch  inchanting 
amufements.  Their  haughty  deportment 
having  deterred  the  beft  families  in  the 
neighbourhood  from  vifiting  ihem,  we 
iaw  none  but  fpruce  farmers  and  their 
wives,  who  civilly  paid  their  refpefls  to 
*us;  but  obferving  that  my  parents  ridi- 
culed their  aukward  kindnefs,  I  caught 
their  manner,  and  regarded  them  with 
infolent  contempt.  I  was  continually  teiz- 
ing  my  father  to  return  to  the  gay  fcenes 
he  had  left,  and  declared  I  Could  not  flip- 
port  the  life  we  led. 

"  Sally 
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€C  Sally  Godwin  propoled  books  as  a 
relief  to  my  folitude,  but  my  difpofition 
-was  too  volatile  to  relifh  fo  fedate  aa 
amufement;  then  a  pad  was  purchafed 
for  me,  and  attended  by  a  fervant,  I 
took  an  airing  every  day,  for  a  week, 
when  the  fear  of  injuring  my  complexion 
by  fo  robuft  an  exercife,  made  me  lay 
that  afide;  and  not  being  able  to  find  any 
diverfion  to  fubflitute  in  its  place,  I  had 
juft  perfuaded  my  father  to  quit  the 
country,  when  notice  was  given  of  a  pub- 
lic affembly  to  be  held  in  a  market  town, 
within  reach  of  our  houfe.  The  thoughts 
of  this  reconciled  me  to  the  country,  till  ir 
was  over,  and  preparations  for  my  appear- 
ance at  the  ball  engroffed  my  time,  from 
the  day  it  was  advertifed  ;  and  though  I 
had  great  variety  of  fine  filks,  I  folicited, 
and  eafily  obtained  an  exceeding  rich 
new  fuit  of  cloaths  from  London. 

u  Refolving  to  be  very  particular  in 
my  drefs,  in  order  to  fet  fafliions,  and  ri- 
dicule 
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dicule  my  followers,  I  racked  my  inven- 
tion for  ornaments  that  might  render  me 
conspicuous  and  aftonifh  my  beholders: 
I  had  then  tolerable  hair,  which  I  caufed 
to  be  curled  after  the  mode  of  a  pifturc 
drawn  from  my  great  grandmother,  and 
placed  a  coronet  of  artificial  flowers,  in- 
(erfperfed  with  what  few  jewels  we  had 
upon  the  top  of  my  head.  At  the  glafs 
I  diverted  myfeli  with  imagining  the  fur- 
prize  the  country  gentry  would  exprefs 
at  the  fight  of  fuch  a  fplendid  figure. 

**  Thus  adorned,  I  was  going  to  feS 
out  with  my  father,  in  his  chariot,  when 
a  coach  drove  up  to  our  gate,  out  of 
which  ftept  an  elderly  relation  of  my 
mother's,  a  wealthy  merchant,  Fuller  by 
name,  and  his  nephew  Truelove,  who 
was  in  partnerlhip  with  him.  The  old 
gentleman  was  a  blunt,  honeft  man ;  the 
younger  modeft  and  ingenious;  remarka- 
bly handfome,  but  perfectly  plain  in  his 

drefs* 
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drefs,.  though  genteel  in  his  manner^ 
Their  arrival  exceffively  chagrined  me, 
as  I  knew  Mr,  Fuller  would  not  accompa- 
ny  us,  and  my  father  was  too  complaifant 
to  leave  him.  My  coufin,  after  faluting 
my  mother,  turned  to  me;  and  looking 
as  I  thought,  in  an  ill-bred  manner,  faid, 
"  Why  coufin  Bell !  what — a — what's  the 
meaning  of  all  thefe  fallals;  why  child! 
you  are  prinked  up  like  aBartlemy  baby! 
* — \yhat  a  fhame!  mafquerades  in  the 
country?"  I  only  gave  him  a  look  of  con- 
tempt. 

My  mother  replied,  "  No,  no,  Mr. 
Fuller,  we  have  no  fuch  polite  diverfions 
here:  Mifs  Murrels  is  going  to  a  dance; 
but  as  (he  is  certain  of  fuch  good  compa- 
ny at  home,  and  has  no  particular  en- 
gagement, I  dare  fay  it  will  be  more  a  { 
greeable  to  her  to  ftay-with  us." 

*J  To  this  fpeech  I  returned  a  fignifi- 
cant  glance,  which  fh*  comprehended 
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'  the  meaning  of,  and  immediately  faid^ 
*c  My  dear,  as  you  are  ready,  if  you 
Chufeto  go,  my  coufin  will  excufe  you; 
and  perhaps  Mr.  Truelove  may  not  dif- 
like  to  attend  you:  I  am  forry  my  ill 
health  will  not  permit  me  to  accompany 
you :  but  Sally  fhall  this  moment  drefs^ 
and  wait  upon  you.  As  you  cannot  meet 
with  any  of  your  fuperiors,  you  need  not 
fcruple  to  introduce  your  fervant ;  for  in 
fhefe  country  balls,  where  every  crea- 
ture is  admitted  for  half  a  crown,  you 
may  expedt  to  fiad  people  as  low  cts 
her/1 

My  countenance  began  to  clear  up 
at  this  propofition,  and  I  condefcended 
to  affifb  Sally  in  equipping  herfelf.  Mr. 
Truelove  begged  he  might  be  of  oar  par- 
ty; and  though  in  my  heart  I  defpifed  • 
him,  I  granted  his  requeft;  but  defired 
he  would  take  his  uncle's  coach,  that  Sal- 
ly and  I  might  §p  alone  ;  As  he  entreated 

me 
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me  to  dance  with  him  before  Mr,  Fuller, 
I  could  not  refufe  him;  though  I  was 
not  a  little  mortified  to  obferve  his  cloaths 
had  no  lace  or  embroidery  about  them* 
He  feemed  fo  regardlefs  of  thefe  effentials 
(as  I  thought  them)  as  never  to  compli- 
ment my  perfon,  or  my  tafte,  in  the  dif- 
pofition  of  my  attire, 

"  Piqued  at  his  infenfibility,  I  faid  to 
Sally,  when  we  drove  off,  what  a  fhock- 
ing  vexatious  accident  it  was  that  brought 
old  Fuller,  and  his  nephew  to-daj  !  Blefs 
me!  cried  fhe,  whatiias  happened?  Vext 
to  perceive  fhe  either  did  not,  or  would 
not  underftand  me,  I  remained  in  fullen 
filence,  till  fhe  earneftly  begged  me  to  ex- 
plain myfelf.  I  then  confefled  I  was 
{hocked  at  the  thoughts  of  my  being 
introduced,  at  my  firft  appearance  in  the 
country,  by  a  merchant;  and  one,  fays.  I, 
that  feems  to  pride  himfelf  in  taking  all 
opportunities  of  declaring  his  way  of  life,  . 
v/ho  does  not  even  in  his  habit  affect 
to  give  people  a  higher  notion  of  iiim." 


io3     The   STAGE  COACE 

H  Is  this  yourteriible  affliction,  ma'am t 
faid  fhe,  I  am  certain  if  Mr.  Trtielovc 
anfwers  your  defcnption,  his  acquaint- 
ance will  do  you  more  honour  than  the 
adoration  of  fifty  coxcomical  fops-." 

€C  Well,  fays  $,  I  wifb  he  would  make' 
his  court  to  you,  for  you  are  equally 
mean  and  folemn;  and  if  you  were  mar- 
ried, might  lead  a  comfortable  infipicj 
life  together," 

r*  I  tjiank  you  ma'am,  faid  Sally,  but 
1  hare  not  the  vanity  to  intagine  my  little 
Ihare  of  merit  and  fortune  will  ever  inti- 
tule me  to  a  man  of  his ;  and  to  fpeak 
freely,  I  think  it  very  probable  you  wilf 
receive  his  firft  addreffes." 

4i  You  cannot  fure  enterrain  fuch  a 
thought!  (returned  I,  colouring  with  in- 
dignation) If  I  fuppofed  the  man  would 
fcave  the  infolence  ever  to  mention  fuch  a 

diingr 
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thing,  I  would  never  exchange  a  fyllabter 
with  him." 

M  Ma'am,  anfwered  Are,  I  muft  take 
the  liberty  to  fay,  as  he  is  your  mama's 
relation,  it  would  not  be  genteel  to  affront 
him:  he  may  have  no  fuch  intentions; 
but  if  he  (feould,  I  fancy  all  your  well- 
wifhers  would  adrife  you  to  accept  a  gen- 
tleman of  his  probity,  honour,  and  for- 
tune :  I  am  fure  you  have  no  diflike  to 
his  perfon." 

4<  The  man  is  well  enough,  faid  I,  but 
who  can  fupport  the  thoughts  of  being  a 
wife  to  a  man  who  is  known  for  a  trader 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  ?  And  pray  why 
may  not  I  hope  for  a  title? 

"  By  this  time  we  were  arrived  at  the 
ball-room,  into  whichMr.  Truelove  hand- 
ed me ;  and  I  obferved,  with  pleafure,  the 
eyes  of  the  company  turned  towards  me : 

regard- 
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regarding  them  with  the  like  attention,  I 
was  much  difappointed  to  perceive,  in- 
ftcad  of  the  aukward  creatures  my  fancy- 
had  figured  to  me,  many  polite  ladies, 
who  far  ,furpafFed  me  in  elegance;  and 
could  no  conceive  how  fuch  people  flhould 
inhabit  a  part  of  the  world  which  I  looked 
upon  as  a  defert.  At  my  entrance  I  ima- 
gined the  grandeur  of  my  appearance 
caufed  the  whifpers  which  I  perceived 
ran  through  the  room  ;  but  this  pleafing 
error  was  foon  removed,  by  over-hearing, 
the  conjectures  ofta  number  of  ladies,  who 
fat  very  near  me,  and  agreed  amongffc 
themfelves,  that  I  muft  certainly  beloi>g 
to  the  ftage. 

"  French  dances  were  concluded,  and 
no  notice  taken  of  me;  and  I  was  wifhing 
myfelf  at  home,  when  a  grand  perfoliate, 
who  feemed  to  be  about  forty,  entered 
the  aflembly,  covered  with  embroidery  ; 
the  fplendour  of  his  figure  attracted  my 

eyesj 
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fyes>  and  I  fecretly  wifhed  mine  might 
have  the  like  effect  upon  him.  He  pre- 
fently  moved  up  to  me,  and  defired  the 
honour  of  dancing  country  dances  with 
me.  My  pre-engagement  to  Truelove 
obliged  me  to  decline  the  offer,  though 
it  cut  me  to  the  heart;  yet  refolving,  if 
it  were  poffihle,  to  prevent  any  body  elfe 
from  engroffing  the  converfation  of  this 
fine  man,  I  told  him,  as  the  company 
were  entire  ftrangers  to  me,  I  did  not 
chufe  to  mix  with  them;  but  fhould  be 
glad,  the  little  time  I  flayed,  to  meet 
with  one  as  idle  as  myfelf  to  converfe 
with." 

He  anfwered,  u  No  lady  but  vourfarr 
felf,  ma'am,  could  have  induced  me  to 
join  in  this  affembly;  but  as  I  had  a  tran- 
fient  view  of  your  charms  when  your  equi- 
page paffed  mine,  I  burnt  with  impati- 
ence for  a  nearer,  and  fhould  have  flown 
into  the  room  afcer  you,  bad  I  not  been 

retarded 
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retarded  by  a  numerous  meeting  9f  my 
fellow-countrymen  and  friends,  whofe 
health  and  welfare  I  have  fo  much  at 
heart,  that  no  force  lefs  potent  than  your 
divine  beauty  could  have  drawn  me  from 
them,  on  the  evening  of  my  entrance  into 
this  borough:  however,  ma'am,  if  you 
will  favour  me  with  your  heavenly  con* 
verfe,  I  fhall  efteem  myfelf  at  the  very 
quinteffence  of  felicity." 

"  I  could  hardly  forbear  laughing  at 
his  affectation;  but  there  was  fo  much 
elocution  in  his  habit,  which  befpoke 
him  a  man  of  diftin&ion,  that  I  was  foon 
reconciled  to  his  language :  by  what  he 
had  faid,  I  conjeftured  he  was  a  candidate 
for  a  feat  in  parliament;  and  was  the  more 
confirmed  in  this  notion  from  the  appear- 
ance of  two  black  fervants  in  laced  live- 
ries, one  of  which  came  up  to  him,  and 
in  my  hearing,  told  him  there  had  been 
a  great  concourfe  of  people  at  his  inn  to 

enquire 
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enquire  for  him.  Upon  which  he  dif- 
-miired  the  fellow,  with  orders  to  enter-, 
lain  all  that  came. 

"  Mr.  Truelove  claiming  mypromife, 
I  excufed  myfelf  onaccoimtof  the  head- 
ach ;  but  faid  I  begged  he  would  dance 
with  Sally.  He  feemed  a  good  deal  con- 
founded ;  but  as  I  made  the  propofal  be- 
fore her,  he  was,  in  good  manners, 
obliged  to  offer  her  his  hand,  which  (he 
accepted,  and  joined  the  dancers,  whilfk 
the  fine  ftranger  entertained  me  with  an 
account  of  his  travels  abroad;  adding, 
there  is  not  a  town  in  England  which  I 
have  not  vifited,  and  was  always  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  meet  with  a  handfome  recep- 
tion/1 

€€  I  own  I  thought  fuch  an  encomium 
upon  himfelf  fomewhat  fulfome;  but  my 
girliQi  vanity  was  flattered  by  the  prefer- 
ence he  gave  me  to  the  reft  of  the  ladies,, 

When 
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When  the  ball  broke  up,  I  fuffered  him 
to  lead  me  out,  leaving  Truelove  to 
efcort  Sally;  and  could  not  help  making 
companions  in  my  mind  between  the  two 
gentlemen,  very  little  to  the  advantage 
of  die  latter." 

The  juftice,  at  this  inftant,  darting, 
out  of  his  fleep,  overturned  the  table  be- 
fore him;  and  being  rouzed  by  the  noife, 
beftowed  an  equal  number  of  oaths  and 
kicks  upon  the  board :  having  vented  his 
paffion,  without  making  any  apology  foF 
interrupting  the  company,  he  told  them 
it  was  time  to  fet  out  for  the  land  of  Nod. 
Upon  which  they  all  retired  to  their  re- 
fpedlive  apartments* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XL 
Mifs  Murrells  continues  her  Hijiory. 

IN  the  morning  when  the  company  left 
Grantham,  Mr.  Manly,  and  Mifs 
Moody,  defired  Mils  Murrells  to  proceed 
with  her  flory.  Accordingly  Mifs  Mur- 
rells went  on :—  "  I  informed  you  of  my 
quitting  the  affembly. — All  the  way  home 
I  could  find  no  fubject  for  difcourfe  but 
the  fine  ftranger,  who  had  taken  fuch 
pofieffibn  of  my  thoughts,  that  the  next 
day  at  dinner  I  propofed  taking  an  after- 
noon's airing  to  the  town  v/here  the  ball 
had  been.  My  father,  Mr.  Fuller,  and 
Mr.  Truelove  came  into  the  fcheme,  and 
attended  me  there. 

t€  I  alighted  at  a  milliner's  in  the  mar- 
ket place;  and  obferving  a  ftage  built  up 
enquired  the  meaning  of  it?  and  was  an- 

fwered 
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fwered  it  belonged  to  a  mountebank. 
Having  never  feen  one,  I  accepted  the 
offer  the  rniftrefs  of  the  fhop  made  me  of 
a  difh  of  tea,  and  a  (ration  at  the  window, 
from  \yhence  I  might  fee  the  hutjiOurs  of 
the  doctor  and  his  party-coloured  attend- 
ant. Mr.  Truelove  chofe  to  flay  with  me 
rather  than  attend  the  gentlemen  to  the 
tavern;  and  there  were  three  other  ladies 
in  the  room,  who  had  a  like  curiofity  with 
myfelr:  but,  guefs  my  confufion,  when 
I  faw  the  very  identical  fine  beau,  who 
entertained  me  at  the  aflembly,  afcend 
the  Hage  by  a  ladder,  in  the  fame  habit 
he  wore  the  night  before.  I  was  fo  confu- 
fed  I  had  no  patience  to  hear  his  harangue 
to  the  crowd  that  was  gathered  about 
him :  to  add  to  my  perplexity,  I  obferved 
all  the  ladies  turned  their  eyes  upon  me, 
fuppofing,  no  doubt,  I  was  one  of  his 
retinue;  for  I  then  called  to  mind  what 
was  faid  of  my  belonging  to  the  ftage. 
At  the  firft  glance  they  caft  upon  me  I 

le£ 
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left  the  room,  Mr.  Truelove  following 
me,  who,  I  perceived,  with  difficulty  re- 
strained his  laughter,  but  had  too  much 
good  manners  to  encreafe  my  mortifica- 
tion by  rallying  me  upon  the  quality  of 
my  new  acquaintance. 

u  I  fent  to  the  tavern  to  let  my  father 
know  I  was  indifpofed,  and  fliould  be 
glad  to  be  at  home;  and  in  this  I  faid  but 
truth,  fori  was  fick  with  vexation.  The 
fervant  returned  and  told  me,  he  would 
call  on  me  in  lefs  than  an  hour:  horridly 
out  of  humour  at  this  delay,  I  vented 
lome  of  my  fpleen  upon  the  milliner,  by 
tumbling  over  her  goods,  and  finding 
fault  with  every  thing  I  faw.  At  lafl  I 
fixed  upon  a  piece  of  ribbon,  and  ordered 
her  to  make  me  up  a  ftomacher  of  that 
dab.  She  was  civiler  than  I  deferved; 
being  a  gentlewoman  of  good  family, 
who  had  entered  into  bufinefs,  purely  to 
enable  her  to  difchargo  the  debts  of  an 

extrava- 
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extravagant  hufband,  and  educate  her 
children:  yet  fuch  were  the  foolifh  noti- 
ons I  had  imbibed,  that  I  regarded  her 
in  the  light  of  a  dependant, 

tl  Mr.  Truelove  made  fome  amends 
for  my  infofent  behaviour,  by  treating 
her  with  the  refpect  that  was  her  due,  and 
making  a  purchafe  of  more  value. 

il  Wbilft  I  was  fitting  there  the  moun- 
tebank entered  the  ihop,  and  with  an  air 
of  familiarity  addreffed  a  complimental 
fpecch  to  rne,  to  which  I  made  no  anfwer : 
he  then  invited  me,  and  the  gentleman 
with  me,  to  partake  of  a  collation  which 
he  faid  he  had  prepared  at  his  lodgings: 
I  was  fo  amazed  at  this  infolent  propofal, 
that  I  could  return  no  reply;  and  hemif- 
conftruing  my  filence,  began  to  be  (till 
more  free  in  his  converfation;  and  taking 
me  by  the  hand,  u  Why  this  refervt  ?  Dear 
madam,  it  is  but  a  ftep. — Don't  you  fee 

the 
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the  Sun?  (pointing  to  a  fign)  I  could  al- 
moft  have  wiihed  I  had  never  feen  it. 
Withdrawing  my  hand,  and  putting  on 
the  mod  fcornful  look  I  could  aflume, 
f*  Whence  proceeds  this  impertinence?" 
laid  L  The  fellow  feemed  not  at  all  abafh- 
ed,  till  Mr.  Truelove,  lifting  up  his  cane, 
advifed  him  to  march  off,  if  he  did  not 
chufe  to  be  corrected  for  his  aflurance: 
at  this  threat  he  let  go  my  hand,  and  rap- 
ping out  an  oath  at  me,  ran  off.  Upon 
his  departure  I  fent  again  to  defire  the 
coach,  which  in  a  few  minutes  was  ready, 
and  I  Returned  home  with  my  heart  full 
of  grief,  which  I  dared  not  give  vent. to, 
left  I  fhould  further  expofe  my  folly, 

"  This  difagreeable  accident  made  me 
re-urge  my  parents  to  go  to  town;  they 
at  laft  confented,  and  we  accompanied 
Mr..  Fuller  and  his  nephew,  after  they 
had  paffed  fix  weeks  with  us;  in  which 
time  Mr.  Truelove  made  profeffions  of 

love 
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love  to  me,  in  fo  artlefs,  fincere,  and 
difinterefted  a  manner,  that  had  not  my 
head  been  turned  by  vanity,  and  the  no- 
tion of  filling  a  more  elevated  ftation  in . 
life,  I  mud  have  thought  myfelf  extreme- 
ly foitunate  in  his  good  opinion;  but  fuch 
was  my  pride  and  arrogance,  I  thought 
punilhment  was  due  to  his  prefumption, 
and  accordingly  treated  him  with  con- 
tempt: he  was  fcnlibly  affefted  by  this 
behaviour,  and  employed  all  his  elo- 
quence to  obtain  my  approbation. 

"  Upon  our  arrival  in  town,  he  con* 
tinued  his  folicitations,  but  never  could 
obtain  a  favourable  word  or  look  in  re- 
turn; though  I  will  own,  even  then,  his 
charafter,  deportment,  and  fincerity  had 
touched  my  heart;  and  I  found  nothing 
wanting  but  a  title  to  render  him  the  moft 
agreeable  of  mankind;  and  that,  I  had 
no  notion  he  would  ever  obtain;  and 
therefore  determined  to  conquer  the  fe- 

crct 
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cret  liking  I  found  I  began  to  entertain, 
and  to  fee  if  in  time  I  might  not  meet 
with  an  offer  moreiatisfactory  to  my  dar- 
ling pafiion. 

**  My  parents  having  taken  an  houl> 
in  a  polite  neighbourhood,  u  ere  loon  vU 
fited  by  perfons  of  the  beft  fafhion,  and 
I  was  initiated  into  ail  the  prevailing 
amufements  of  the  gay  world;  infbmud: 
that  in  a  few  months  ridottos,  routs, 
mafquerades,  and  operas  were  quite  fami- 
liar tome:  in  fhort,  I  never abfented  myS 
ielf  from  anyplace  where  I  might  fee  and 
be  feen;  but  fome  time  elapfed  before 
my  defign  was  anfwered,  and  Mr,  True- 
love  continued  his  importunities  unrival- 
led, till  one  day  I  attended  my  father  to 
the  rehearfal  at  St.  Pauls,  where  being 
preffed  for  room,  and  heated  with  the 
crowd,  I  fainted:  a  gentleman  who  fat 
near  me,  aflifted  my  father  in  conveying 
me  into  the  body  of  the  church;  and  by 
G  giving. 
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giving  me  air,  and  applying  fpirits  to  my 
temples,  I  recovered  fo  far  as  to  be  able 
to  get  info -the  coach. 

The  complaiiant  ftrtnger  applied  to 
my  father  for  information  concerning  our 
lefidence;   laying,  wkh  penniffion,  he 
would  do  himlelf  the  honour  to  enquire 
after  my  health;  my  father  returned  him 
thanks  for  his  civility,   and  gave  him 
an  invitation  tp  his  houfe.    I  had  time 
enough  to  remark  an  unaffected  concern 
in  the  countenance  of  this  gentleman, 
and  fomething  very  amiable,  -  modeft, 
and  polite,  in  his  perfon  and  demeanor. 
The  next  morning  he  made  his- appear- 
ance, and  proved  to  be  Sir  Charles  Fare- 
well, a  young  baronet,  whom  my  father 
had  frequently  heard  mentioned,  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  large  fortune  and  unblemiflied 
chara&er. 

Cf  From  that  day  he  began  to  grow  in- 
timate in  our  family,  and  in  lefs  than  a 

month 
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month  acknowledged  the  impreffion  he 
received  on  his  heart,  from  the  time  he 
faw  me  at  the  rehearfal,  induced  him  to 
feek  my  acquaintance;  and  from  a  fuller 
knowledge  of  my  qualifications,  (the 
v/ord  he  chofe  to  ufe)  he  now  declared 
.himfelf  my  lover,  and  made  an  overture 
of  marriage,  which  I  hearkened  to  with 
greater  fatisfaction  than  I  chofe  he  mould 
perceive;  for  though  I  was  elated  at  the 
thoughts  of  fuch  a  conqueft,  my  pride 
would  not  fuffer  me  to  appear  fo;  and, 
with  an  air  of  dignity,  I  gave  him  to  un- 
derltanda  long  courfe  of  addrefs  could 
alone  intitle  him  to  my  regard. 

"  This  haughty  deportment  feemed 
not  to  dimearten  him,  and  he  continued 
very  punctual  in  his  attendance  upon  me, 
whilft  I,  who  really  preferred  him  to 
Truelove,  for  no  other  reafon  but  his  t:tle 
fufFered  his  addreffes  more  from  an  un- 
generous  defign  of  mortifying  the  former, 
G  a  than 
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than  from  the  lead  inclination  to  accept 
of  the  latter,  whofe  vifits  1  admitted, 
without  giving  him  any  further  encou- 
ragement to  hope  for  fuccefs. 

"  Sally  Godwin,  who  ftill  continued 
with  us,  was  one  morning  playing  aleffon 
upon  my  harpfichord,  accompanying  it 
with  her  voice,  by  my  order,  when  Sir 
Charles  entered  the  parlour;  (he  would 
have  withdrawn  immediately,  but  he  beg- 
ging her  to  favour  him  with  a  fong,  fhe 
tnodeflly  complied  with  his  requeft,  and 
then  left  the  room.  As  foon  as  (he  was 
out  of  hearing,  he  afked  what  lady  that 
was?  and  when  I  anfwered,  my  fervant, 
exprefled  great  furprize,  faying,  he  fhould 
haveimagined  by  her  appearance,  and  her 
fkill  in  fo  polite  a  fcience,  (he  had  been 
of  a  higher  rank.  I  replied,  peevifhly, 
cc  You  haveftrange  ideas,Sir Charles, but, 
I  allure  you,  the  girl  is  but  a  poor  par- 

fon's 
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fon's  daughter,  that  we  took  into  our  fa- 
mily out  of  charity." 

"  Our  difcourfe  then  turned  upon  the 
lovers  topic;  he  renewed  his  offers,  and 
pleaded  for  a  pofkive  anfwer:  I  made  a 
very  unfatisfadtory  and  ambiguous  reply,, 
and  he  moved  off  apparently  chagrined: 
He  had  not  been  long  gone  before  the  ' 
nobleman,  who  repaid  my  father's  loan, 
by  the  place  I  formerly  mentioned,  came 
to  vifit  us,  and  brought  with  him  his  fon 
Lord  Courtall.  Though  my  father  had 
fuffered  fo  much  in  thecourfe  of  his  for- 
mer acquaintance  with  this  earl,  he  could 
not  avoid  looking  upon  this  unfought  re- 
newal of  it  as  an  honour ;  but  I  have  fincc 
been  informed,  he  was  much  lefs  indebt- 
ed to  his  lordfhip's  good  will  than  he  fup- 
pofed;  for  my  lord,  conjefturing  by  his 
return  to  town,  that  he  had  met  with  an 
;  acceffion  of  fortune,  thought  refuming 
-their  acquaintance  might  turn  to  his  ac- 
G  3  count; 
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count;  but  in  that  point  he  was  Toon  un- 
deceived, and  confequently  we  had  no- 
more  the  honour  of  his  company.  His  fon, 
at  this  interview,  was  very  lavilli  of  en- 
comiums on  my  perfbn,  and  told  me, 
his  heart  felt  the  effects  of  my  charms,  in 
terms becoming  an Oroondates.  Ithought 
this  procedure  rather  too  abrupt  and  dif- 
refpe&ful,  but  reflections  on  his  rank  and 
the  force  of  my  attractions,  apologized  to 
rge  for  his  temerity,  and  made  me  regard 
my  former  lovers  with  contempt,  pro- 
portionable to  the  inequality  of  their 
births,  compared  with  my  noble  admirer. 

"  Sir  Charles,  tired  with  a  fruitlefs 
fuit,  (or  what  is  as  probable,  con- 
vinced a  perfon  of  my  turn  did  not  de- 
ferve  his  application)  declined  vifiting  us. 
My  lord  (till  continuing  his  ardent  ad- 
dreffes,  the  baronet's  defection,  gave  mc 
no  concern.  His  lordfhip  faid,  indeed, 
he  could  not  protend  to  marry  at  prefent 

for 
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for  fear  of  difobl'iging  an  old  infirm  no- 
bleman, his  uncle,  from  whom  he,  had 
great  expectations,  and  was  perpetually 
lamenting  his  dependance  upon  him  and 
his  father.  As  Igavc  him  nopofitivereafoir 
to  fay  Iapproved  of  hisaddreffes,  I  was  fo 
weak  as  to  think  receiving  his  vints  would 
only  make  me  comidera  ble  in  the  eye  of 
the  world,  without  the  lcail  apprehenfion 
of  more  difagreeable  confequences. 

4Q  About  this  time  Sally  Godwin  met 
with  a  relation  in  town,  who  was  the  wife 
of  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  that  lived  in 
Berkley  Square,  and  having  received  aa 
invitation  tdrefide  with  them,  upon  ano- 
ther footing,  foe  defired  to  be  difcharg- 
ed  from  my  fervice.  This  moment  was 
very  agreeable  to  me,  who  had  conceived 
a  diflike  to  her  from  the  time  Sir  Charles 
Farewell  honoured  her  with  his  notice, 
and  oi^y  wanted  a  pretence,  which  her 
G  4  conduit 
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conduct  would  not  afford,  to  rid  myfcif 
of  a  perfon,  who  though  I  defpifed  for 
her  indigence,  I  fecretly  envied  for  her 
Superiority  in  many  other  refpe&s. 

tc  From  the  time  I  had  commenced 
an  acquaintance  with  Lord  Courtall,  Mr. 
Truelove  had  been  engaged  in  the  coun- 
try, in  adjufting  affairs  relating  to  an 
eftate  which  he  had  purchafed  ;  and,  up- 
on  his  return,  little  fufpecting  he  had  lb 
formidable  a  rival,  flew  to  me  with  affecti- 
onate tendernefs,  and  vented  the  Senti- 
ments of  his  heart  in  the  mod  pathetic 
expreflions  of  virtuous  love. 

€<  I  mud  confefs,  to  my  eternal  (hame! 
I  was  confcious  of  his  merit ;  and  yet 
was  fo  biafled  by  the  notion  of  grandeur, 
as  to  flifle  my  inclination  in  his  favour; 
and  as  I  could  not  entirely  fupprefs  it  to 
conceal  under  the  mafk  of  difdain,  what 
my  pride  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tirpate, 
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firpate,  I  continued,  therefore,  to  be  \ 
have  to  him  in  a  manner  fo  unfuitable  to 
his  worth,  that  he  told  me  he  perceived 
it  was  impoffible  for  him  long  to  fupport 
himfelf  under  the  uneafinefs  my  rigour 
occafioned;  and  that  defpairing  to  make 
any  impreflion  upon  my  heart,  he  was 
refolved  to  quit  the  kingdom,  and  try,  by 
abfence,  to  fubdue  his  unfortunate  paffi- 
on.  Little  imagining  he  was  in  earned 
and  willing  to  teize  him,  I  replied  you 
cannot  purfue  a  method  more  agreeable 
to  me,  fince  that  muft  deprive  me  of  a 
great  deal  ofimpertinence," 

"  To  this  fpeech  he  returned  a  low 
bow,  and  made  his  exit,  without  vouch- 
fafing  me  a  reply  ;  but,  though  his  tongue 
was  filent,  his  eyes  plainly  informed  me, 
that  his  heart  was  too  full  for  utterance; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  fear  of  being 
thought  guilty  of  too  fudden  a  conde- 
fcention,  I  fhould  have  foftened  his  adieu 
P  5  with 
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with  gentler  terms.  No  (boner  was  he 
gone,  but  I  determined  to  atone  for  this 
error,  by  a  gentler  reception  of  him  the 
next  time  he  came,  which  I  expefted 
would  be  in  a  few  days :  however,  he  ne- 
ver gave  me  an  opportunity ;  for  without 
taking  any  farther  notice  of  me,  he  em- 
barked the  following  week  for  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  from  whence  he  has  never  return- 
ed. When  I  was  informed  of  his  voyage, 
I  found  my  mind  greatly  agitated,  and 
perceiving  he  was  paft  recall,  my  ardent 
defire  for  a  title  abated ;  and  by  the  con- 
cern I  felt  for  his  abfence,  I  was  convin- 
ced, he,  of  all  my  lovers,  was  neareft  my 
heart." 

The  paflengers  flopping  to  breakfaft, 
Mifs  Murrells  paufed,  till  they  were 
replaced  in  the  coach. 


CHAP- 


Thi  9Va€E  coach,  lit 
C  H  A  P.  XII. 

Recommended  to  the  Perufal  of  young 
Women  of  great  Beauty  and  fmall 
Fortune. 

BEFORE.  Mifs  Murrells  proceeded 
in  her  ftory  the  juftice  faid  to  her, 
€'€  Pray  what  portion  did  you  expetft,  that 
your  mind  run  fo  much  upon  lords  >" 
Alas!  fir,  as  I  was  kept  iatirely  ignorant 
of  thefituation  of  my  father's  circumftan- 
ees,  I  knew  not  what,  but  conjectured, 
by  our  way  of  life,  it  would  be  very  con- 
fiderable ;  being  an  only  child,  I  thought 
I  muft  inherit  alk" 

€t  Oh  you  did,  faid  the  juftice,  very- 
fine  truly!  that  girls  (hould  have  fuch 
conceits !  So,  I  fuppofe,  if  you  had 
gone  and  married  fome  prodigal  fpend- 
thrift,  you  thought  your  father  was  bound 
G  6  to 
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to  maintain  him!  But,  let  me  tell  yoi?r 
young  gentlewoman  !  though  a  man  may 
chance  to  have  but  one  child,  he  is  a  fool 
if  he  don't  keep  his  money  in  his  power, 
to  make  her  dutiful.  Odd !  If  my 
daughter  was  to  dofuch  a  thing,  don't  you 
think  I  could  find  folks  enough  to  leave 
my  fubftance  to." 

Mr.  Manly  perceiving  Mr.  Moody's 
roughnefs  had  a  little  difconcerted  the 
lady,  defired  he  would  take  fome  other 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  his  ■  fentiments, 
and  not  break  the  thread  of  a  ftory,  that 
he  had  begged  her  to  relate. 

«  Well,  Child,  faid  the  old  gentle- 
man, Til  talk  with  you  about  this  matter 
by  and  by ;  in  the  mean  time  go  on,  and 
let's  know  how  you  went  to  work  wi  th 
your  lords  and  knights,  and  baronets." 

Mifs  Murrells  ftill  more  confufed 
at  this,  remained  filent,  till  the  well-bred 

folicitations 
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Tolicitations  of  Mr.  Manly,  induced  her 
to  proceed  in  the  following  manner. 

"  Every  day,  my  chagrin  increafed 
for  Truelove's  departure ;  nor  was  it  in 
the  power  of  Lord  Conrtall,  who  attend- 
ed me  as  my  fhadow,  to  drive  that  beft 
of  men  from  my  thoughts.  I  was  one  morn- 
ing mufing  upon  his  merit  and  my  own, 
blindnefs,  when  my  father  came  into  the 
room  with  a  news-paper  in  his  hand, 
which  he  flung  upon,  the  table,  faying, 
he  had  not  patience  to  fee  beggars  fo  fet 
up;  and  left  me  without  explaining  the 
meaning  of  his  words. 

"  When  he  retired,  I  glanced  my 
eyes  upon  the  following  paragraph. 

"  Lafl  Sunday  was  married  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's, Weftminfter,  Sir  Charles  Farewell, 
Baronet,  poffeffed  of  aconfiderable  eftate 
in  Chefhire,  to  Mifs  Sally  Godwin  of 
'Berkley -Square* 


"  This 
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€t  This  intelligence  afFeded  me  no  lefs 
than  my  father;  and  I  was  weak  enough 
to  fhed  tears,  at  the  advancement  of  fo 
deferring  a  girl.  No  one,  who  has  not 
a  heart  immerfed  in  vanity,  can  conceive 
the  mortification  I  endured  from  the  cer- 
tainty, that  a  menial  fervant  of  mine 
was  preferred  to  a  title  before  me.  My 
father  feemed  to  grow  every  day  moreun- 
eafy;  and  I  was  fo  much  fo,  that  he  pro- 
pofed  a  trip  to  York  races,  under  pre- 
tence of  amufement;  my  mother  and  I 
came  readily  into  the  fcheme.:  and  that 
diverfion  being  ended,  he  took  us  to  Be~ 
verly,  telling  us,  it  was  a  pretty  town  and 
worth  feeing:  my  nurfe  refided  in  that 
neighbourhood;  her  hufband,  by  the 
death  of  a  relation,  inheriting  a  cottage 
with  a  fmall  parcel  of  land  to  it;  they 
had  left  Eflex,  and  had  lived  upfcn  it  fomc 
time/' 


"  And 
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"  And  a  pretty  plot  'tis,  addednu  rfe, 
though  I  have  many  a  time  wiflied  I 
had  never  gone;  but  you  know  folks  muft 
go  where  their  hulbands  will  have  them, 
as  the  bible  fays.  However  I  think,  for 
my  fhare,  we  dropt  out  of  the  frying-pan 
into  the  fire;  but  we  are  not  our  own 
keepers/' 

Mr.  Manly  deli-red  Mrs.  Adams  would 
not  interrupt  the  lady,  and  Mifs  Murrells 
went  on. 

"  When  we  had  feen  Beverly,  my  father 
declared,  he  liked  the  place  fo  well,  he 
would  take  a  houfe  there  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  fummer;  a  propofal  that  was 
not  relifhed  by  me,  as  it  was  a  remove 
from  my  noble  admirer?  but  he  was  too 
much  fee  upon  the  project  to  bedifluaded 
from  it;  and  I  confoled  myfelf  with  a 
notion,  that  my  lord  would  find  me  out 
in  any  part  of  the  habitable  globe.  In 

this 
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this  conjedture  I  was  not  miftaken;  for 
under  pretence  of  vifiting  Scarborough, 
he  came  to  our  houfe,  and  was  well  receiv- 
ed by  my  parents;  he  informed  us,  that 
his  uncle,  Lord  Richly,  had  a  gout  fore, 
which  his  phyfician  pronounced  to  be 
fatal;  and  if  fo,  the  addition  he  was  to  re- 
ceive to  his  fortune  by  his  death,  would 
enable  him  to  follow  his  inclinations,  as 
to  marriage,  in  fpite  of  the  earl.  My 
parents  approved  of  his  lordfhip's  preten- 
tions; and  I,  with  the  hopes  of  out-doing 
Sally  in  grandeur,  hearkened  to  them 
with  more  fatisfaction  than  I  fhould 
otherwife  have  done  :  for,  though  I  ad- 
mired his  rank,  I  perceived  him  to  be  of 
an  unamiable  difpofition,  and  extremely 
ignorant  and  illiterate. 

*€  At  the  approach  of  winter,  when  I 
expe&ed  to  return  to  town,  my  mother 
told  me,  I  mult  be  content  to  pafs  it  in 
the  country,  their  income  being  fo  re- 
duced 
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duced,  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire 
to  a  fituation,  attended  with  lefs  expence* 
— My  lord  made  us  feveral  vifits  during 
the  winter:  in  the  following  fpring,  my 
father  was  feized  with  an  illnefs,  that 
threatened  death  from  the  firft,  and 
baffled  all  the  art  of  medicine.  Finding 
his  end  approaching,  he  called  my  mo- 
ther and  I  to  his  bed-fide,  and  in  a  feeble 
voice,  made  a  pathetic  fpeech  to  us,  im- 
ploring our  pardon,  for  extravagantly 
fpending  our  fortune ;  he  acknowledged 
he  had  been  much  to  blame,  in  fo  long 
concealing  his  defperate  circumftances; 
but  the  hopes  he  had  of  feeing  me  advan- 
tageoufly  fettled  for  life,  had  been  the 
chief  motive  for  retarding  the  declarati- 
on he  now  made ;  which  was,  that  lie 
had  parted  from  his  whole  fortune,  and 
purchafed  a  joint  annuity  for  his  own 
and  my  mother's  life;  out  of  which  he 
propofed,  if  it  had  pleafed  God  to  pro* 
„  long  his  life,  to  fave  fomething  towards 

a  provifion 
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aprovifion  forme,  iacafe  my  prefent  views 
fhouldbedifappointed;  butashe  perceived 
he  could  not  recover,  he  earneftly  recom- 
mended me  to  my  mother,  exorting  her 
(who  might  in  all  probability,  live 
many  years)  to  make  a  referve,  of  at 
leafb  one-half  of  her  annuity,  which  was 
300L  in  all,  for  me. 

"  Having  given  us  this  information, 
he  put  up  a  fervent  petition,  to  averi 
the  wrath  of  heaven  from  his  child: 
which  he  faid  had  certainly  been  irt- 
tailed  upon  him,  for  a  crime  his  father 
had  been  guilty  of,  in  not  only  refufing 
his  proteftion  to  a  near  relation,  that  was 
left  an  orphan  deftitute  of  a  provifion; 
but  had  employed  various  artifices,  to 
deprive  him  of  what  he  would  have 
otherwife  received  from  his  grandfather. 
This  unfortunate  perfon,  he  told  us,  had 
not  been  heard  of  for  near  fixty  f years, 
and  he  had  reafon  to  fear,  his  father's. 

cruelty 
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cruelty  extended  (till  farther;  and  that 
I  being  left  in  the  like  helplefs  fituation, 
might  experience  the  like  opprefilon  from 
the  world. 

"  Alas!  I  find  his  fears  were  prophe- 
tic, fince  I  have  little  profpeft  of  being 
able  to  furmount  the  difficulties  I  mult 
encounter.  However,  I  hope  the  fcheme 
I  have  formed  to  correft  the  errors  of  my 
mifguided  youth,  and  to  render  myfelf 
ufeful  and  inofFenfive  in  the  ftation  to 
which  I  am  reduced,  will  be  a  means  to 
mitigate  the  punifliment  due  to  the  crimes 
committed  by  our  family. 

"  This  relation  from  my  father,  ferved 
to  enhance  my  grief  for  his  death,  which 
happened  the  next  day. — My  mother  and 
I  remained  difconfolate  at  Beverly,  living 
with  great  frugality,  in  order  to  pay  fome 
debts  my  father  had  left  undifcharged, 
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and  to  fecure  fomeching;  for  me. 
Lord  Courtall  made  us  a  confolatory 
vifit  (as  he  called  it)  but,  having  receiv- 
ed information  of  my  indigence,  chang- 
ed the  manner  of  his  addrefs;  and  with- 
out any  ceremony,  threw  off  the  mafk 
of  virtue,  which  he  had  hitherto  affumecf, 
and  openly  profeffed  the  libertine,  mak- 
ing my  poor  mother  an  offer  of  doubling 
her  income,  and  me  a  fettlement  of  400L 
a  year,  provided  I  would  confent  to  be 
his  in  an  illegal  way, 

"  No  one  can  conceive  the  anguifh 
which  I  endured  at  this  treatment;  the 
words  of  a  dying  parent,  and  the  warning 
he  gave  againft  indulging  ambitious  views, 
had  exploded  many  which  I  had  cherifli- 
ed;  and  his  example  was  too  recent  a 
proof  of  the  fatal  confequence  attending 
fuch  an  infatuation,  for  me  not  to  be  bet- 
ter prepared  to  repulfe  fuch  a  fhocking 
proportion,  than  my  ungenerous  lover 

cxpedt- 
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expe&ed;  we  rejefted  it  with  difdain, 
and  I  told  him,  after  upbraiding  him  with 
the  bafenefs  of  his  proceedings,  that  I 
would  fooner  beg  my  bread,  than  earn  it 
at  fo  dear  a  rate. 

"  He  ridiculed  all  that  I  alledged 
of  this  nature,  till  finding  me  refolute, 
he  put  on  a  more  gentle  air;  and  made 
ufe  of  every  argument  fuch  a  caufe  could 
furnifh,  to  induce  me  to  co-habit  with 
him  during  the  life  of  his  father  or  uncle; 
and  offered  to  bind  himfelf  in  the  folemn- 
eft  manner,  to  make  me  his  wife,  asfoon 
as  either  of  them  died. 

€C  All  this  ferved  to  encreafe  my  de- 
teftation  of  him,  and  I  exprefled  my  ab- 
horrence of  the  way  of  life  he  propofed 
in  terms  fuitable  to  offended  virtue;  then 
intreated  him  to  leave  me,  fincerely  pro  - 
telling  it  fhould  my  chief  care  for  the  fu- 
ture to  avoid  his  fight.    He  obeyed  me 

as 
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as  to  leaving  Beverly,  but  peftered  me 
with  letters  containing  profeflions  of  love, 
which,  as  fuch  proportions  were  annexed 
to  them,  I  deemed  infults.  Thefe  were 
a  continual  fource  of  dilquiet  to  my  mo- 
ther and  felf;  and  the  remembrance  of 
the  worthy  and  difmterefted  Truelove 
heightened  my  uneafinefs. 

"  As  a  further  addition  to  my  affliction, 
]  was  deprived  of  my  mother  in  lefs  than 
two  years,  and  left  to  make  my  way 
through  the  world  with  only  one  hundred 
pounds,  all  we  could  fave  beiides  being 
expended  in  the  payment  of  debts,  and 
discharging  the  expences  of  the  funeral. 
In  my  mother's  illnefs,  this  good  woman 
(turning  to  nurfe)  came  to  us,  and  per- 
formed thofe  neceffary  offices  which  my 
grief  would  not  permit  me  to  attend  to, 
and  then  was  fo  kind  as  to  offer  me  a  re- 
fuge in  her  houfe,  where  I  have  refided 
twelve  months;  and  being  loth  to  be  lon- 
ger 
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•ger  troublefome  to  her,  I  have  under- 
taken this  journey,  in  hopes  I  (hall  be 
able  to  get  into  fome  reputable  fervice; 
though,  as  the  acquaintance  we  made  in 
town  were  only  fuch  as  our  appearance 
then  procured,  I  know  not  how  I  fhould 
be  received  by  any  of  them  in  the  figure 
I  now  make." 

"  Why  (hould  not  you  apply  to  Lady 
farewell?"  faid  Mr,  Manly. 

"  Oh,  fir!  with  what  face  can  I  trouble 
hen,  after  the  infolent  treatment  (lie  has 
met  with  from  our  family? — It  is  not 
pride,  I  affure  you,  that  prevents  me 
from  making  my  cafe  known  to  her,  but 
from  a  full  conviction  of  my  folly: — My 
own  heart  condemns  me,  and  I  cannot 
exped  a  more  favourable  fentence  from 
one  lefs  partial." 

"  If  the  lady  be  fuch  as  you  defcribe, 
faid  Manly,  your  own  acknowledgments 

fhc 
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fhe  muft  deem  a  fufficient  atonement  for 
faults  countenanced  by  the  example  of 
vour  parents,  and  proceeding  from  a 
giddy  vanity,  too  often  the  attendant  of 
youth  and  flattered  beauty.  But,  pray, 
Mils  Murrclte,  how  did  you  pafs  your 
time  at  Mrs.  Adams's.  ?" 

"  In  endeavouring,  fir,  to  recall  my 
loft  hours.  I  applied  clofely  to  my  needle 
and  other  domeftic  affairs,  that  might 
qualify  me  for  the  ftation  I  am  to  appear 
in  for  the  future :  and  fometimes,  for  im- 
provement and  relaxation^  I  read  fuch 
books,  as  the  re<5tor  of  the  parifta  (a 
humane  fenfible  old  gentleman)  recom- 
mended to  my  perufal;  and  fhould  have 
been  well  contented  in  this  fituation,  had 
not  my  retreat  been  difcovered,  and  I 
again  expofed  to  the  perfecutions  of  the 
man  I  loath,  on  account  of  his  principles. 
Lord  Courtall  has  employed  all  artifices 
to  corrupt  the  integrity  of  my  honeft  holt 

and 


This   STAGE   COACH.  14? 

and  his  wife;  but  they  were  not  to  be 
terrified  by  his  threats,  or  bribed  by  hi* 
offers,  to  affift  him  in  the  bafe  deiign  he 
had  formed  to  render  me  one  of  the  molt 
defpicable  of  human  beings.  It  was  but 
laft  week  he  was  with  them,  and  his  ap- 
pearance haftened  my  journey  to  town, 
where  I  purpofe  taking  a  private  lodging 
for  the  prefent ;  and  Mrs.  Adams  has  pro- 
mifed  to  flay  with  me  until  I  am  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  be  fixed  in  fervice." 

"  Aye!  Til  never  leave  you  till  then, 
not  I;  for  a  friend  in  need,  is  a  friend 
indeed :  not  but  I  would  vviih  you  to 
get  into  fome  ihop,  as  you  can  work  very 
neat  at  your  needle;  for  fervice  is  no  in- 
heritance now-a-days;  and  you  have  been 
fo  ufed  to  be  humoured,  that  you  would 
think  much  to  be  fnapt  at,  as  you  may  be 
if  you  light  upon  a  difficult  miftrefs.  Well ! 
to  be  fare,  'tis  a  folemn  thing  for  one 
that  has  had  waiting-maids  of  her  own 
H  to 
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to  fet  her  foot  under  another  body's 
table!  but,  as  they  fay,  patience  is  a 
plaifter  for  all  fores,  we  mud  fee  and  do 
the  bed  we  can;  for  you  can't  make  a 
filken  purfe  of  a  fow's  ear." 

"  Mr.  Manly,  imagining  this  difc 
courfe  could  afford  little  fatisfaction  to 
Mifs  Murrells,  thought  proper  to  inter- 
rupt it,  by  addreffing  a  fpeech  to  that 
lady:  "  I  am  much  obliged  to  you, 
ma'am,  faid  he,  for  favouring  me  with 
this  recital,  and  highly  applaud  the  refo- 
liuion  you  have  taken,  which  fhews  a 
laudable  fortitude  in  difdaining  Lord 
Courtall ;  and  from  virtuous  motives, 
preferring  a  life  of  fervitude,  with  a 
mind  uninflaved  by  vice,  to  a  fuperfi- 
cialmafk  of  independency  over  a  confei- 
ence  fhackled  by  fin.  Perfevere,  ma'am, 
in  the  path  you  have  chofe,  and  reft  af- 
fured  you  v/jjl  fafely  be  guided  through 

the 
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the  labyrinths  of  this  world  by  that  Being 
who  alone  can  extricate  you  out  of  all 
difficulties,  *and  who  will  as  certainly,  and 
as  amply  reward  fuffering  virtue,  as  he 
will  exquihtely  punifh  triumphant  vice.-— 
I  fhould  think  myfelf  very  happy  if  I 
could  be  any  way  inftrumental  in  retriev- 
ing your  fortune,  and  will  endeavour  to 
find  out  Lady  Farewell:  in  the  mean 
time,  you  may  depend  upon  my  protec- 
tion, if  you  had  not  rather  throw  yourfelf 
into  Mr.  Fuller's;  but  as  he  is  a  relation 
perhaps,  if  J  apply  to  him,  you  would 
fooner  honour  him  with  your  confidence 
than  a  ftranger." 

€C  Sir,  anfwered  fhe,  you  are  very 
obliging:  I  believe  if  Mr,  Fuller  had 
been  living,  I  fhould  not  have  been  in 
the  way  of  your  kind  offer  :  but  he  died 
foon  after  my  father,  fo  difgufted  with 
my  parents  imprudence,  that  he  made  no 
mention  of  them  or  me  in  his  will;  in 
H  z  whiclv 
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which  he  bequeathed  his  whole  Fortune  to 
Mr.  Truelove,  whex,  I  fuppofe.  has  had  it 
tranfmitted  to  him,  for  he  has  never  been 
in  England  fince." 

This  converfation  lafted  till  they  reach- 
ed the  inn,  where  they  alighted  to 
dine;  and  as  nothing  remarkable  paft  at 
t^ble,  we  will  bid  them  adieu. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  XIII^ 

An  Alarm  given* 

AFT  ER  dinner  the  juflice  was  rails- 
ing  from  the  company,  till  the 
coachman  called  him  to  proceed  on 
his  journey. 

Mr.  Manly  exprefling  furprize  at  his. 
abfence,  he  faid,  "  I  can  tell  you,  I 
have  been  very  handfomely  treated  fines 
I  left  your"  "  How,  pray  ?"  faid  Manly. 

46  Why  you  muft  know,  as  we  were 
eating,  methought  I  faw  a  fine  horfe  led 
by  the  window,  fo  I  goes  into  the  ftable 
to  fee  after  it;  and  there  I  found  as  fine 
a  brace  of  geldings  as  ever  the  fan  flione 
on.  There  was  a  livery  fervant  tutoring 
the  ofiler  about  them,  and  I  afeed  him 
who  they  belonged  to?"  "  My  matter," 
H  3  faid 
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laid  he;  66  And  who  may  be  your  matter, 
friend,"  laid  I,  "  He  will  tell  you 
himfelf,  may  be,  faid  he,  for  he  is  drinking 
a  bowl  of  punch  alone  in  that  room/' 
pointing  to  a  little  hovel  acrofs  the  yard : 
if  Well,  faid  I,  do  you  goto  him,  and  tell 
him,  I  fend  my  fervice,and  fhould  be  glad 
to  change  a  word  with  him  if  he  pleafes; 
for  I  muftfay,  I  thought  him  a  clever 
gentleman,  by  his  fancy  in  horfes.  So 
the  fellow  went,  and  out  he  came,  and 
hearing  that  I  liked  his  horfes,  he  was  fo 
civil  to  invite  me  to  take  a  glafs  with  him. 
A  few  words  went  to  that  bargain,  and  I 
accepted  his  courteous  offer;  then  we 
fell  into  difcourfe,  and  he  alked  me,  whe^ 
th  er  I  travelled  on  horfeback,  and  where 
I  was  going  to?  I  anfwered  to  London 
in  the  Itage  coach;  he  faid  he  hoped  I 
had  good  company,  for  it  was  a  plaguy 
thing  to  be  cooped  up  with  bad.  I  repli- 
ed, as  to  that  matter,  I  was  very  lucky; 
and  thinking  he  might  know  fome  of  you, 

I  told 


The    STAGE    COACH  j5i 

I  told  him  who  you  all  were,  and  how 
kindly  you  proferred  to  take  care  of  this 
gentlewoman.  He  fkid  you  were  all  ftran- 
gerstohim;  but  if  he  had  known.,  fuch 
gentry  had  been  in  the  honfe,  he  Qiottld 
have  been  glad  to  have  dined  with  tis: 
Upon  this,  I  thought  I  could  do  no 
lefs  than  invite  him  to  fup  with  us 
atRugden."  Sir,  faid  he,  "  I  am  much 
obligated  to  you;  but  my  bufinefs  calls 
me  another  way  crofs  the  country.  I  then 
made  bold  to  afk  his  name,  and  where 
he  lived?  He  replied,  his  name  was  Fane, 
and -he  lived  in  Bedfordlhire." 

"  Pray  fir,  cried  Mifs  Murrells,  What 
^brt  of  a  perfon  is  this  gentleman  ?* 

"  Why,  he  is  a  fkinny  young  man, 
about  the  middle  fize  as  to  height,  of  a 
fallow  complexion,  and  fomewhat  pock- 
fretted,  and  wears  his  own  hair  cropt  to 
his  ears." 

H  4  5*  At 
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At  this  *  account,  Mifs  Murrells 
changed  countenance;  and  turning  to 
Mr.  Manly,  "  Oh  fir!  faid  (he,  this 
defcription  exafVIy  tallies  with  Lord 
Courtailj  I  fear  he  has  not  left  perfe- 
cting me,  and  I  (hall  again  be  expofed 
to  his  attempts." 

€t  Child!  faid  the  juftice,  you  need 
not  put  yourfelfin  fuch  a  pucker;  take 
my  word  for  it,  he  is  no  lord,  he  did 
not  look  a  bit  like  one,  and  his  drefs 
was  not  fit  for  quality :  I  have  feen  lords 
afore  now,  he  was  more  like  a  jockey  by 
half,  for  he  had  a  green  coat  on,  and  a 
linen  waiftcoat,  and  no  ruffles.  Befid^B 
did  I  not  tell  you,  his  name  was  Fane  ?" 

All  this  did  not  tend  to  leflen  her  fuf- 
picions,  as  the  knew  Lord  Courtall 
was  often  habited  in  that  manner,  and 
thought  he  had  reafons  for  concealing 
his  true  name.    Mr.  Manly  begged  ihe 

would 
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would  not  befo  alarmed;  for  if  the  ftran- 
ger  fhould  prove  to  be  his  lord(hip  fo 
flenderly  attended,  he  could  not  pretend 
to  remove  her  by  force  out  of  the  compa- 
ny; protefting  he  would  defend  her 
to  the  utmoft.      • . 

"  Aye  fir,  added  nurfe,  we  fhall  be 
too  many  for  hkn>  I  warrant  him,  an  he 
were  twenty  lords:  I  am  fure,  if  he  of- 
fers to  come  near  me,  I'll  fet  my  marks- 
in  his  face,  and  tear  his  foul  out:  no, 
no,  he  will  find  none  of  his  mates  here, 
not  he." 

Thejuftice  was  not  to  be  perfuaded, 
that  this  clever  fellow  as  he  called  him,, 
was  of  the  quality  they  fufpe&ed,  and  de- 
bated mod  part  of  the  afternoon  on  the 
fubjeft.  Upon  their  arrival  at  Bugden, 
Mifs  Murrells  enquired  if  any  fuch  per- 
fon,  as  Mr.  Moody  defcribed,  had  been: 
there?  and  being  anfweredin  the  negative, 
H  $  fhe 
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file  was  a  little  eafier';  but  declared  the 
dread  of  fome  rafh  exploit  of  his  lord- 
fhip's,  would  not  permit  her  to  go  to  reft; 
and  concluded  upon  fitting  up  till  the 
coach  fet  out.  Mifs  Moody  complaifant- 
ly  offered  to  accompany  her,  and  Mr, 
Manly  affured  Ker,  he  would  order  one  of 
his  fervants  to  ftay  in  his  room,  and  the 
other  to  remain  in  the  kitchen,  in  order 
to  apprize  him,  if  any  alarm  fhould  be 
given.  She  was  very  thankful  for  this 
prudent  caution;  and  after fupper retired 
with  Mifs  Moody  to  her  chamber,  where 
they  feated  themfelves,  and  entered  into 
converfation,  whilft  nurfe  flung  into  an 
elbow-chair,  and  toiling  her  apron  over 
her  face,  compofed  herfelf  for  a  nap. 

Mifs  Murrellshavingremarked  an  ab- 
fence  of  mind  in  her  fair  fellow-traveller, 
and  a  penfivenefs  in  her  countenance, 
conjectured  the  heart  muft  kave  a  fhare 
in    thefe   appearances,     and  with  an 

obliging 
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obliging  earneftnefs,  begged  to  partici- 
pate the  concern,  which  fo  vifibly  preyed 
upon  herfpirits;  and  in  which,  though 
ignorant  of  the  caule,  (he  could  not 
avoid  fympathizing. 

The  good-natured  girl,  to  whom  the 
requeft  was  made,  returned  her  thanks, 
for  interefting  herfelf  fo  kindly  in  her  af- 
fairs; and  having  been  obliged  to  fupprefs 
'as  far  as  fhe  was  able,  all  marks  of  inquie- 
tude before  her  churlifh  father,  was  glad 
of  an  opportunity  of  difburthening  fomc 
part  of  the  heavy  load,  which  his  fevere 
injun&ions  had  fixed  upon  her  mind.  She 
therefore  ingenuofly   related  to  Mifs 
Murrells,  the  ftory  of  her  heart,  and  re- 
ciprocal attachment  between  her  and  Mr. 
Lee;  and  exprefled  her  apprehenfions, 
of  being  forced  to  marry  Mr.  Hardy  at 
his  return,  faying,   fhe  was  fo  ftri&ly 
matched,  that  fhe  had  no  opportunity  of 
H  6  acquainting 
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acquainting  the  former,  that  his  rival  wa& 
expected  very  foon. 

Upon  this,  Mifs  Murrells  faid,  rt  if 
flie  would  write  to  him,  flic  would  put 
tffe  letter  into  the  penny-poft,  on  her 
arrival  in  town" 

She  anfwered,  that  flie  would  glad* 
ly  do,  iffhe  could  procure  pen,  ink,  and 
gaper1,  unknown  to  her  father;  but 
apologized  for  giving  her  trouble,  ad- 
ding, "  If  you  will  give  me  leave,  ma- 
'am, I  would  recommend  you  to  him, 
and  defire  him  to  wait  upon  you,  could 
you  inform  me  where  he  might  be  likely 
to  find  you;  'tis  probable,  he  may  be 
able  to  tell  you  of  a  proper  place;  at  leaft, 
he  might  feek  out  a  fuitable  lodging." 

Mifs  Mujrells  replied,  flie  was  muck 
obliged  to  her,  and  if  flie  would  be  fo 
kind  as  to  write,  flie  could  furnifli  her 

with 
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with  materials,  by  opening  a  box  which 
ftie  had  brought  up  flairs;  and  leaft  Mr. 
Lee  fliould  mifs  of  her,  fhe  would  ftay 
two  nights  at  the  inn  where  the  coach  fat 
up.  They  then  began  to  uncord  and  un- 
lock the  box;  the  noife  of  which, 
awakened  nurfe,  who  flatting  up  in  a 
fright,  fcreamedout  "  There  he  is'" 

The  ladies  alarmed  at  this  exclamation,- 
tried  out,  "  What's  the  matter?" 

"  Matter  enough!  Did  you  not  hear 
my  Lord,  what's  his  name,  beat  the 
door  oft  the  hinges  r  Why  don't  you  down 
on  your  knees,  and  pray  him  to  fpare  our 
iives?" 

Finding  by  this  fpeech  the  caufeof  her 
apprehennons,  they  produced  the  box:, 
and  made  her  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  her  furprize.  She  was  no  fooner  paci- 
fied and  compofing  h^rfeljf  again,  when 
*  a  bounce 


t$$      The    STAGE  COACH. 

a  bounce  at  the  chamber-door  alarmed 
them  all;  and  nurfe,  though  (he  heard 
Mr.  Manly's  voice  on  the  out-fide,  en- 
quiring after  the  caufe  of  her  fhrieks, 
would  not  fuffer  the  ladies  to  open  it,  till 
he  had  allured  her  that  my  lord  was  not  in 
the  houfe;  having  fatisfied  her  upon  that 
head,  the  ladies  acquainted  him  with  their 
employment,  and  he  retired. 

Mifs  Moody  then  fat  down  to  writing, 
and  notwithstanding  ihe  had  fo  much  to 
fay  about  her  own  affairs,  did  not  forget 
her  promife  to  Mifs  Murrells;  but  beg- 
ged Mr.  Lee  to  attend  her  as  foon'  as  he 
received  this  letter,  and  do  all  in  his  pow- 
.er  towards  placing  her  in  a  fuitable  fervice 
or  lodging. 

When  fhe  had  finifhed  her  epiftle,  fhe 
applied  to  Mifs  Murrells  for  wax  or  a 
wafer,  but  unluckily  fhe  was  without  ei- 
ther; upon  which,  fhedefired  her  to  put 

it 
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it  into  her  pocket  as  it  was,  and  feal  it 
at  the  next  ftage,  for  fear  fhe  lhould  not 
find  an  opportunity  to  doit.  Thisrequefl 
was  complied  with  by  Mifs  Murrelis, 
who  returned  her  many  thanks,  for  the 
kind  mention  fhe  had  made  of  her:  by 
the  time  this  affair  was  adjufted,  they 
received  a  fummons  from  the  coach- 
man. 

After  the  paffengers  had  faluted  each 
other,  and  Mifs  Murrells  had  declared 
Ihe  was  eafed  of  the  apprehenfions'  that 
difturbed  her ;  Mr.  Manly  told  the  ladies 
Mr.  Moody  and  he  would  excufe  them,  if 
they  would  try  by  lleep  to  repair  the  dis- 
turbance, which  their  fears  had  occafion- 
ed  thepreceeding  night.  Accordingly  the 
company  were  very  foon  in  the  fituati- 
on  of  Mr.  Hogarth's  congregation  • 


CHAP, 


i6o     The    STAGE  COACH, 


C  H  A  P.  XIV. 
Agrafe  Lady  makes  her  Appearance. 

THE  paffengers  were  fo  drowfy  in  the 
morning  ftage,  that  I  (hall  omit  the 
dull  converfation  thatpafled,  leaft  it  fliould 
infeft  the  reader;  and  think  it  fufficient  to- 
fay,  they  were  finely  refrefhed  when  they 
got  to  the  place  where  they  dined. 

Upon  their  quitting  the  coach a  the  la- 
dies, attended  by  nurfe  and  the  landlady, 
went  into  an  upper  room  to  fettle  their 
drefs;  and  in  five  minutes  a  bell  called 
the  hoftefs  down,  who  foon  returned  with 
the  compliments  of  a  lady,  who  was  juft 
arrived  in  a  chariot  and  four;  and  who, 
being  quite  alone,  fhould  be  glad  of  the 
favour  of  their  company  whilft  dinner  was 
preparing.  .  JrVith  this  intelligence  nurfe 
was  difpatched  to  the  gentlemen,  and  the 

young 
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young  fad  ies  were  conducted  into  another 
room,  where  they  found  an  elderly  well- 
looking  woman,  very  genteely  dreffed, 
who  faluted  them  at  their  entrance  with, 
€S  Ladies,  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you 
for  this  favour;  I  fent  to  beg  your  per- 
miffion  to  dine  with  you,  as  I  am  to  ac- 
company you  in  the  coach  to  town,  and  to 
learn  what  other  paflfengers  there  are." 

"  Such,  anfwered  Mifs  Murrells,  as  I 
think  you  can  have  no  diilike  to,  ma'am; 
the  father  of  this  lady;  (turning  to  Mifs 
Moody)  one  Mr.  Manly,  from  Scarbo- 
rough; and  a  poor,  honeft,  inoffenfive, 
old  woman." 

"  Mr.  Manly!  faid  the  ftranger,  Is  he 
with  you?" 

u  Yes,  ma'am;  returned  (he,  and  I  pre- 
fume,-  by  your  queftion,  not  unknown  to 
you." 


"  I  can^ 
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*!  I  cannot  fay,  replied  the  elderly  lady, 
I  am  perfonally  acquainted  with  him,  but 
have  heard  a  great  deal  of  his  character 
from  thofe  that  are." 

"  Then  I  dare  believe,  laid  Mils  Mur- 
rells,  you  are  impatient  to  fee  him;  for  if 
jone  may  judge  from  his  behaviour,  he 
rnuft  bear  an  exceeding  good  one." 

"  Have  you  known  him  long,  ma'am  V9 

11  No,  ma'am;  I  never  faw  him  till  I 
was  fo  fortunate  to  meet  with  him  three 
•days  ago  in  my  journey." 

At  this  the  ftranger  paufed,  and,  putting 
on  a  very  grave  look,  began  again :  u  No 
doubt,  ma'am,  you  are  fo  happy  to  bede 
fended  by  parents  and  a  fortune,  from  the 
fnares  hypocrify  lays  to  entrap  unguarded 
youth  and  beauty.  But  you  appear  to  be 
too  young  to  be  acquainted  with  the  arti- 
fices 
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fices  of  mankind;  and  how  cautious  a 
lady  fhould  be  of  entertaining  too  favour- 
able an  opinion  of  aftranger  of  the  other 
fex." 

This  fpeech  very  near  brought  tears 
into  the  eyes  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was 
addrefled;  but  Mifs  Moody  diverted  her 
thoughts  from  k,  by  faying,  Cl  You  have 
a  letter  in  your  pocket,  which  I  believe 
you  forget  wants  a  feal;  perhaps  this  lady 
can  help  you  to  a  piece  of  wax/1 

Mifs  Murrells  thanked  her  for  remind- 
ing her  of  it;  and  having  applied  to  the 
ftranger,  obtained  what  fhedefired:  when 
the  latter,  glancing  her  eye  over  the  fit- 
perfcription,  faid,  n  I  find  this  is  addreff. 
ed  to  a  neighbour  of  mine,  hi  Hatton 
Garden ;  and  if  it  will  be  of  any  fervice  to 
have  it  expeditioufly  forwarded,  I  fhall 
pafs  his  houfe  to-night,  and  will  order  my 
fervant  to  leave  it :  Mr.  Lee  is  an  inti- 
mate 
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mate  acquaintance  of  mine,  and  agende- 
man  that  I  have  a  great  regard  for." 

At  this  offer  Mils  Murreils  eaft  her  eyes 
upon  Mifs  Moody,  as  if  to  demand  her 
approbation  of  it;  and  that  lady  being 
very  deiirous  he  fhould  have  it  as  foon  as 
poffible,  "  Since  the  lady,  faid  (he, 
will  be  fo  kind  to  convey  it  to-night, 
I  think  it  will  be  lucky  and  convenient  for 
you."  Upon  which  Mifs  Murreils  deli- 
vered it  to  the  ftraoger**1 

Mifs  Moody  would  willingly  have  made 
fome  enquiry  after  her  lover;  but  feared 
the  lady  might  mention  him  before  the 
juftice,  andraife  fufpicions  in  him,  which 
it  was  forbereafe  to  avoid;  (he  therefore  re- 
mained filent  upon  that  head.  Nofooner 
was  the  letter  difpatched,  than  what  the 
ftrangerhad  hinted  concerning  Mr.  Man- 
ly's  character  recurred  to  the  mind  of 
Mifs  Murreils,  and  made  her  apprehen- 

five 
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five  there  was  fomething  amifs  in  it,  which 
might  caufe  her  to  repent  of  the  confi- 
dence fhe  had  repoled  in  him.  However, 
fhe  reflected  that  the  belt  of  men  are  not 
exempted  from  that  rax,  which  a  cele- 
brated writer  obferves,  a  man  pays  to  the 
public  for  being  eminent.  Yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  fhe  could  perceive  no  rea- 
fon  for  the  ftranger's  tenfuring  a  perfon 
that  fhe  had  never  feen  ;  fhe  begged  Mrs. 
Durant  (for  that  the  frranger  informed  her 
was  her  name)  to  inform  her  what  charac- 
ter Mr. Manly  really  bore. 

iC  You  mud  excufe  me,  ma'am,  return- 
ed (he,  I  would  not,  upon  any  account, 
depreciate  any  one,  by  reporting  what  I 
have  only  from  hear  fay :  the  world  is  cen- 
forious,  and  generally  enlarges  upon  peo- 
ples foibles:  we  have  all  our  failings;  I 
have  indeed  heard,  he  was  a  man  of  a  very 
plaufible  appearance;  and  I  hope  he  is 
what  he  would  be  thought  to  be :  but 

his 
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his  unufual  a<fls  of  gehcrofity  to  the  young 
and  fair,  have  made  fome  folks  fiifpcft, 
they  do  not  proceed  from  fuch  difintereft- 
ed  motives  as  he  pretends.  However,  I 
cannot  affirm  any  thing  from  my  own 
knowledge,  and  the  world  may  be  mifta- 
ken.  Yet,  I  mud  own,  from  the  accounts 
which  I  have  heard,  if  I  had  a  young 
lady  under  my  care,  I  would  fooner  truft 
4  profefled  debauchee,  than  with  fuch  a 

fly,  infinuating  but,  I  alk  his  pardon, 

he  may  not  defer  ve  to  be  called  an  hypo- 
crite." 

The  yotingX  ladies  looked  upon  eacl 
other  with  tokens  of  furprife,  as  not  know 
ing  what  to  think  of  Mr.  Manly;  anc 
before  they  could  refume  theconverfation, 
being  called  to  dinner,  it  dropped. 

Mrs.  Durant  was  received  with  polite 
nefs  by  Mr.  Manly,  and  a  rough  civility 
from  the  juftice.    She  behaved  with  great 

refejpvi 
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referve  at  table,  and  fcarcely  open- 
ed her  lips,  but  to  reply  to  the  juflice's 
queftions,  concerning  her  condition, 
whether  (he  was  maid,  wife,  or  widow  ? 
Which,  though  put  in  this  blunt  manner 
wasanfwered  civily  by  her;  who  informed 
him,  that  her  hufband  had  ferved  fome 
years  in  the  army,  and  loft  his  life  at 
Fontenoy;  thatfhe  had  remained  a  widow 
from  that  time,  and  ufually  refided  at 
her  houfe  in  Hatton-garden. 

Upon  his  afking  her  from  whence  fhe 
came?fhereplied, 66  Fromvifitinga  friend 
in  Huntingdonshire,  whofe  chariot  had 
brought  her  fo  far  on  her  way.  She  did 
notfeem  the  lead  to  refentthe  old  gentle- 
man's impertinence;  on  the  contrary,  ap- 
peared to  pay  more  deference  to  his  con- 
verfation,  than  Mr.  Manly's.  To  fay  the 
truth,  fhe  had  conceived  a  very  great  dif- 
like  to  that  gentleman,  from  accounts 
ibe  had  heard  of  him,  and  entertained  fuf- 

picions 
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picions  very  injurious  to  his  reputation, 
in  regard  to  ladies;  and  this  induced  her 
to  remark  his  behaviour  to  his  fair  fellow 

travellers  The  hints  fhe   had  given 

Mils  MurreUs,  made  that  lady  behave 
with  great  referve;  and  infpired  her  with 
apprehenfions,  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
confidering  her  fituation,  and  which 
made  her  refolve,  in  as  civil  a  manner 
as  poflible,  to  reject  any  favours  he  might 
offer  her,  till  fhe  could  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  enquiring  more  particularly  into 
his  character. 


C  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P.  XV. 

Mr.  Manly  prepares  to  relate  an  . 
Hijlory. 

]i  1  RS.  Durant's  admiflion  into  tiifc 
JlVJL,  company  did  not  much  enliven 
their  conversation,  as  fhe  was  not  inclin- 
ed to  join  in  it,  tilhhe  jufiice  told  her 
he  fuppofed  by  her  'filence,  (he  did 
not  think  it  fight  for  a  widow  to  be  too 
forward." 

She  fmiled,  and  anfwered,  "  I  think, 
indeed  fir,  levity  does  not  in  the  lead 
fuit  people  in  my  condition;  but  I  am 
no  enemy  to  innocent  mirth. " 

"  Mr.  Manly  applauded  her  fenti- 
merits,  and  added,  I  think  chearfulnefs, 
tempered  by  difcretion,  the  cement  of 
fogietyj  and  though  it  is  almofl'  impoffi- 
I  ble, 
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ble,  for  perfons  opprefled  with  grief,  to 
join  in  the  converle  of  the  gay :  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  duty  incumbent  on  every  body, 
to  endeavour  to  appear  eafy  in  company  ; 
for  fure  no  one  has  a  right  to  invade  ano- 
ther's peace  of  mind,  any  more  than  any 
other  property;  and  thofe  gloomy  mortals 
who  attempt  it,  by  an  undefired  commu- 
nication of  their  grievancies,  ought  to  be 
banifhed  fociety." 

"  This  is  fine  talk,  laid  the juftice,  but 
if  a  body  is  vext  to  the  heart,  what  flefh 
and  blood  !  can  help  fpeaking  on'tr  and 
I  Ihould  be  glad  to  know,  which  way  folks 
are  to  manage  to  be  relieved,  if  they  are 
in  diftrefs,  without  they  tell  on't." 

i4  Fortitude  returned  Manly,  is  ablefs- 
ing  attending  a  perfeft  reliance  upon  the 
prote&ion  of  that  omnipotent  Being,  who 
is  acquainted  with  all  our  wants;  and  I 
Ihould  think  it  a  more  rational  procedure 

putting 
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putting  duty  out  of  the  queftion,  to  folicit 
that  of  heaven  in  our  afflictions,  than  to 
make  our  complaints  to  weak  mortals, 
who  are  as  impotent  as  ourfelves.  In  my 
tour  through  England  a  few  years  ago, 
I  heard  of  two  ladies,  whofe  behaviour, 
under  trying  affii&ions,  convinced  me, 
they  had  made  fiich  an  application,  and 
received  the  confequent  affiftance." 

"  Pray,  what  happened  to  the  gentle- 
women ?  faid  the  juftice,  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  know7,  and  dieir  names?  for  I  never 
heard  of  but  one  patient  woman,  and  that 
was  one  Grizzel,  that  was  painted  in  my 
grand-father's  hall." 

The  ladies  feconding  this  requeft,  Mr. 
Manly  complied  with  it  in  the  following 
terms. 

"  It  was  my  chance,  in  the  tour  I  men- 
tioned, to  be  feized  with  a  fit  of  the  rheu- 
I  2  matifm, , 
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matifm,  at  a  country  village  where  I  ftopt 
torefrefh  myfelf:  the  vicar  of  the  parifh 
hearing  of  my  indifpofition,  which  wras 
likely  to  confine  me  fome  time,  came  to 
vifit  me,  and  offered  me  a  lodging  in  his 
houfe,  which  was  lefs  noify;  and  where  I 
could  be  better  accommodated  than  at 
the  paltry  inn  where  I  lay;  I  accepted  his 
obliging  invitation,  and  was  conveyed  to 
the  vicarage.  During  my  ftay  there,  I 
experienced  the  utmofi  tendernels  from 
the  humane  clergyman  and  his  wife,  who 
were  both  far  advanced  in  years,  and  had 
lived  the  life  of  Baucis  and  Philemon, 
from  the  time  tiiey  married. 

"  Though  their  income  was  little  more 
than  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  they 
managed  with  fuch  ccconomy,  as  always 
to  referve  fomething,  which  they  contri- 
buted towards  the  relief  of  their  indigent 
neighbours.  This  benevolent  difpofition 
had  acquired  them  the  affe&ion  and  re- 

fpeft 
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fpedt  due  to  it.  The  converfation  and 
kindnefs  of  this  worthy-  couple  greatly  al- 
leviated the  violence  of  my  diitemper, 
anc}  made  me  efteem  the  accident  that 
brought  me  into  their  houfe,  rather  a 
bleffing  than  misfortune :  after  keeping  my 
chamber  a  fortnight,  I  ventured  dowri 
into  the  parlour,  and  was  repofing  tnyfelf 
upon  a  cane  couch,  when  a  lady  abruptly 
entered  the  room ;  and  feeing  a  ftranger, 
ftarted  back,  till  my  generous  hofteTs 
begged  her  to  featherfelf:  (he  replied,  "  I 
cannot  ftay  a  minute,  madam,  and  only 
came  to  defire  you  would  pleafe  to  returx* 
with  me  to  poor  Mrs.  Goldfon,  who  has 
received  a  piece  of  bad  news  that  ftrongly 
affefts  her."  Upon  this,  they  both  left  me, 
they  had  not  been  long  gone,  before  the 
good  vicar  returned  from  vifiting  a  fick 
alms  woman,  that  he  attended  twice  in  a 
day  with  as  great  ajTiduity  as  if  fhe  had 
been  his  patronefs;  and  having  been  in- 
formed by  the  maid,  that  Mifs  Auger  had 
I  3  been 
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been  to  fetch  her  miflrefs  to  Mrs.  Goldfon, 
who  was  in  great  concern  at  fomething 
that  had  happened ;  he  lifted  up  his  hands 
and  faid  fure,  that  poor  lady  was  born  to 

be  afflicted. 

9  This  exclamation  induced  me  to 
enquire  after  her;  and  from  him  I  learnt 
the  particulars  of  her  ftory,  and  that  of 
Mifs  Auger,  which  I  will  endeavour  to 
relate  to  you  in  his  own  words. 


CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.  XVI. 
Beginning  of  an  Hijlory. 

MR  SL  Goldfon,  to  mike  ufe  of 
the  clergyman's  words,  was  the 
only  child  of  a  country  gentleman,  whofc 
oftentation  led  him  into  expences,  drat 
greatly  exceeded  the  bounds  of  his 
income,  and  was  defervedly  the  dar- 
ling of  her  parents.  As  fhe  was  not 
greatly  indebted  to  nature  for  perfonal 
beauties,  fhe  early  laid  afide  all  thoughts 
of  adorning  her  outilde ;  and  without  re- 
gretting the  abfence  of  them  in  herfelf,  or 
overlooking  them  in  others,  fhe  bent  her 
ftudy  chiefly  towards  improving  thofe 
more  permanent  ones,  with  which  her 
mind  was  amply  furnifhed. 

"  In  this  laudable  endeavour,  fhe  fuc- 
eeeded  fo  well,  that  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
flie  excelled  rnofl  of  her  fez  in  acquifitions, 
I  4  that;' 
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\  hat  ire  acknowledged  to  give  the  greateft 
uftre  to  ours. 

"  About  this  tin  (he  loft  a  moft  indul- 
gent mother,  •  whom  fhe  regretted  with  a 
t  ruly  filial  piety :  her  father  had  that  fort 
of  difpofition,  which  in  the  phrafe  of  the 
world,  is  filled  good-natured;  that  is, 
void  of  thofe  fenfations  which  difcompofe 
the  minds  of  fome  people,  upon  the  mis- 
fortunes or  death  offriendr.  It  is  true,  he 
never  defignedly  did  any  perfon  an  injury; 
but  then  he  never  gave  himfelf  the  leaft 
trouble,  in  endeavouring  to  redrefs  thofe 
which  they  received  from  ethers:  he  nei- 
ther joyed  at  the  profperity  of  a  friend,  or 
•  fympathized  with  him  in  adverfity,  and 
feemed  perfectly  unconcerned  at  all  events 
that  did  not  immediately  affect  his  own 
perfon.  Such  a  temper,  doubtlefs  occur- 
red to  the  late  dean  of  St.  Partritk,  when 
he  declared  that, 
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"  Indifference,  clad  in  wiOom's  guife, 
AH  fortitude  of  mind  fupplies." 

This  gentleman  being  thus  fortified  againftr 
the  affaults  of  grief,  found  little  difficulty 
in  repelling  its  attacks;  and  in  a  few  days 
after  the  interment  of  his  wife,  banifhed 
all  appearances  of  it  from  his  countenance 
and  behaviour.  Not,  but  he  had  as  much 
affection  for  her,  as  fouls  like  his  are  fulr 
ceptable  of;  and  retained  the  fame  for 
his  daughter,  to  whom  he  configned  the 
management  of  his  family,  never  contra- 
dicting her,  or  objecting  to  any  of  her  acti- 
ons or  acquaintance. " 

"  Here  the  juftice  interrupted  Mr. 
Manly.  "  I  fuppofe  then  Mrs.  What- 
dy'e-call  her,  did  always  as  he  would  have 
her,  otherwife  the  man  muft  be  a  fGol  to 
humour  the  girl  in  her  fancies." 


«  J£ 
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"  If  you  will  have  patience,  returned 
Mr.  Manly,  you  fhall  be  informed  of  all  I 
heard  relating  to  her  conduct.  She  re- 
mained miftrefs  of  her  father's  houfe  rwo 
years,  and  had  by  her  (Economy  and  pru- 
dence in  that  capacity,  gained  the  efteem 
of  every  perfon  of  fenfe  and  goodnefs  in 
the  neighbourhood;  when  her  father, 
without  any  regard  to  her  intereft,  thought 
proper  to  marry  an  indigent  young  wo- 
man, that  had  been  accuftomed  to  lead  a 
life  far  above  her  ftation,  whofe  under- 
Handing  was  as  much  below  her  daugh- 
ter's as  her  vanity  was  fuperior. 

"  Being  many  years  younger  than 
her  hufband,  and  endowed  with  an  un- 
common (hare  of  fpirit,  (he  was  the  fource 
of  continual  difquiet  to  him,  and  poor 
Mifs  Fanny  his  daughter;  the  envy  (he 
had  conceived  of  that  young  lady's  extra- 
ordinary talents,  appeared  in  her  taking 

evert 
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every  opportunity  to  decry  them  as  in- 
fignificant,  if  not  pernicious;  and  if  fhe 
fpoke  or  wrote  any  thing  above  her  com- 
prehenfions,  Ihe  would  declare  with  a 
fneer,  fhe  thanked  heaven,  her  head  was 
never  filled  with  fuch  nonfenfe;  and  for 
her  part,  fhe  had  a  tafte  above  fuch  low 
wit. 

"  Here,  continued  Mr.  Manly,  I  cannot 
avoid  remarking,  that  this  fort  of  behavi- 
our is  very  ufualin  people,  whofe  intel-ledbs 
are  weaker  and  affurance  fironger  than 
thofe  they  converfe  with.  They  vainly 
imagine  by  the  mere  dint  of  impudence, 
(which  isfeen  in  their  attempts  to  ridicule, 
what  they  can  never  hope  to  attain)  to 
deter  others  from  uttering  any  thing  ex- 
ceeding the  limits  of  their  own  fhallow 
conceptions.  Though  one  would  ima- 
gine, the  deferved  contempt  which  at- 
tends fuch  declaimers  ihould  prevent 
I  6  them 
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them  from  expofing  their  own  ignorance, 
and  giving  the  perfons  aimed  at,  fo  great 
an  advantage  over  them,  in  the  opinion 
of  mankind  in  general;  who,  jealous, 
lead  their  difcernment  fhould  be  quefti- 
oned,  are  ready  to  give  their  verdict 
in  favour  of  fuperior  accomplifhments. 
And  it  is  obvious  to  every  rational 
creature,  though  he  be  not  a  perfeft  lo- 
gician, that  wherever  the  effedts  of 
envy  appears,  it  muft  fpring  from  fome 
caufe;  an  affertion  illuftrated  by  one 
of  the  brightelt  geniufes  this  ifland  ever 
contained, 

u  Envy,  does  merit  as  its  ftiade  purfue, 

c<  And  like  the  flaadow,  Jproves  the  fub- 
ftance  true. 

"  But,  to  return  from  this  digreflion, 
Mifs  Fanny  led  fo  uncomfortable  a 
life,  from  the  capricious  and  infolent 
behaviour  of   her  mother,   that  fhe  per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded  her  father  to  let  her  go  and  board 
with  an  old  lady,  who  hadbeen  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  his  late  wife's,  and  lived 
in  the  country  at  fome  miles  diftance; 
he  confented,  and  fhe  went  to  refide 
there." 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Mr.  Manly  continues  his  Narrative. 

*«  T^ESIDES  the  regard Mifs Fanny 
JLJ  had  to  a  friend  of  her  late  mo- 
ther's, llie  had  another  inducement  to  take 
up  her  abode  with  her;  and  that  was  the 
company  of  a  young  lady  of  her  own  age., 
who  had  been  long  known  to  her;  whofe 
name  was  Auger,  Ihe  was  niece  to  the  old  la- 
dy, and  had  lived  fome  years  in  her  family* 

"  Mifs  Auger  had  nothing  attracting 
either  in  her  face  or  fhape;  on  the  con- 
trary, fhe  was  looked  upon  as  defective 
in  both;  yet  a  fweetnefs  of  difpofition, 
and  a  fprightly  imagination,  joined  with 
the  greateft  propriety  of  behaviour,  com- 
penfated  for  the  abfence  of  exterior 
charms;  and  rendered  her  converfation 
coveted  by  all,  but  more  particularly 
by  Mifs  Fanny,  who  was  extremely  hap- 
py in  her  friendship. 

"  She 


/ 


The    STAGE   COACH-  183 

11  She  had  not  been  long  fettled  here, 
before  her  ftep  mother,  envious  of  the 
fatisfa&ion  fhe  enjoyed,  tried  various  me- 
thods to  feperate  them;  but,  as  they  had 
both  too  much  perfpicuity,  not  to  difcern 
her  motive  for  endeavouring  to  interrupt 
their  harmony,  they  were  ineffe&ual. 
Finding  her  fchemes  of  this  fort  baffled, 
fhe  had  recourfe  to  another  expedient. 
Mifs  Fany  had  an  old  relation,  a  widow 
lady,  Dover  by  name,  who  had  a  pretty 
jointure,  and  fome  fmall  fortune  befides 
at  her  difpofal,  upon  which  fhe  lived  in 
a  country  village.  She  was  one  of  thofe 
perfons  who  feemed  to  think  the  leaft 
appearance  of  chearfulnefs  criminal  in  her 
juniors;  and  being  by  nature  very  aflum- 
ing,  had  experienced  the  happinefs  of 
meeting  with  a  paffive  difpofition  in  a 
hufband,  that  led  her  to  imagine,  .every 
one  was  under  an  obligation  offubmitting 
to  her  opinion.  But  the  poor  gentleman 
was  no  fooner  at  reft,  but  Ihe  was  undeT 

ceived? 
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ceived,  and  given  to  underftand,  whenever 
flie  pretended  to  execute  it  upon  others, 
that  her  authority  was  not  fo  extenlive  as 
flie  had  fuppofed." 

<{  I  am  glad  faid  the  juftice,  to  hear 
that,  women  are  always  headftrong;  and 
'tis  but  right  fuch  folks  fhould  meet  with 
them  that  will*  give  them  their  own." 

Mr.  Manly  fmiled,  and  proceeded. 
n  Perceiving  her  power  notfo  defpotic 
as  flie  expected,  fhe  grew  more  peevifh, 
and  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  prefent 
age,  which  fhe  affirmed,  was  too  obftinate 
to  be  guided  by  her  wife  dictates.  So 
little,  fir  continued  he,  turning  to  the 
juftice,  was  this  lady  acquainted  ^vith  her 
own  foibles,  though  thofe  of  her  neigh- 
bours found  ample  room  in  her  memory. 
With  all  this,  fhe  pretended  to  be  a  ftridt 
devotee;  and  whenever  fhe  indulged  her 
inclinations  in  appearing  at  a  ball  or  pub- 
lic 
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lie  diverfion,  fhe  ufed  to  inform  the  com- 
pany that  fhe  defpifed  the  entertainment, 
and  only  came  out  of  companion  for  the 
fouls  of  the  gay  giddy  youth  of  both  fexes ; 
for  whom  fhe  could  put  up  more  fervent 
ejaculations,  whilfi  fhe  was  an  eye-witnefs 
of  the  temptations  and  dangers  they  were 
cxpofed  to,  than  if  fhe  had  not  fuch  fcenes 
before  her  eyes. 

if  To  (his  lady  Mifs  Fanny's  mother 
madeavifit,  in  which  each  having  declaimed 
againft  the  age  in  general,  defcended  to 
particulars ;  when  the  vifitant  told  Mrs. 
Dover  fhe  was  under  great  apprehen- 
fions  for  the  fafety  of  Fanny,  who  was  a 
young  woman  of  too  much  vivacity  to  be 
left  to  her  own  guidance  in  this  dangerous 
world ;  and  though  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  her,  who  was  a  ftep-mother  to  reftrain 
her,  fhe  wiflied,  for  her  foul's  fake,  fhe  was 
removed  from  that  pert  flirt,  Mifs  Augpr, 
who,  fhe  feared,  would  inftill  libertine 

princi- 
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principles  into  her,  having  had  a  London 
education ;  and  fhe  was  informed,  flie  had 
more  than  once,  the  affurance  to  fit  down  to 
a  harpfichord  at  a  public  concert,  in  the  face 
of  all  the  men  prefent ;  and  made  no  fcru- 
ple,  if  a  gentleman  wrote  to  her,  of  anfwer- 
ing  his  letters,  befides  taking  many  other 
liberties  equally  alarming ;  and  thought 
upon  the  whole,  ftie  was  a  very  dangerous 
intimate;  and  Mrs.  Dover  could  not  do  a 
more  meritorious  ad,  or  one  more  confift- 
ent  with  the  laudable  zeal  fhe  exprefled  for 
unthinking  fouls,  than  to  endeavour  to  fave 
her  from  impending  ruin. 

"  The  flattery  in  the  conclufion  of  this 
fpeech,  found  eafy  accefs  to  the  heart  of 
the  old  lady,  who  profeffed  great  compaf- 
fion  for  her  heedlefscoufin;  and  propofed, 
with  her  father's  leave,  to  give  her  an  invi- 
tation to  her  houfe,  in  order  to  ftiew  her  her 
errors,  and  wean  her  from  the  vanities  and 
folly  to  which  Mifs  Auger  was  addidtecL 

The 
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The  mother.,  having  gained  her  point,  be- 
llowed high  encomiums  upon  the  under- 
ftanding  and  generofity  of  Mrs  .  Dover  ;  and 
took  her  leave,  widra  promife  of  acquaint- 
ing her  hufband  with  her  kind  offer;  fay* 
ing  (he  was  certain  he  would  approve  of  her 
accepting  it." 

"  And  was  the  man  fuch  a  fool  as  to 
mind  her?  (faid  Moody)  Not  but  to  my 
thinking,  the  young  woman  had  too  much 
liberty;  but  that,  you  know,  her  father 
was  the  beft  judge  of," 

Mr.  Manly  went  on — "  Mifs  Fanny's 
father  was  told  by  his  wife  at  her  return, 
that  good  Mrs.  Dover  had  a  great  affedtion 
for  his  daughter,  but  was  very  uneafy  at 
her  fituation:  "  And  though,  my  dear, 
fays  fhe,  I  never  interfere  in  her  affairs,  I 
think  the  good  old  lady's  reafons  againft 
her  continuing  with  Mifs  Auger  are  unan- 
fwerablej  and  fince  (he  has  generoufly 

offered. 
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offered  to  take  care  of  her,  it  would  be  a 
pity  (he  fhould  not  go.  It  may  be  a  very 
advantageous  removal  for  her,  if  Fanny  can 
but  fuit  herfelf  to  her  temper,  and  humour 
her  little  whimfies."  With  arguments  like 
thefe,  fhe  prevailed  upon  him  to  infift  upon 
the  young  lady's  quitting  Mifs  Auger,  at 
leaft  for  a  time ;  and  though  the  propofiti* 
on  was  extremely  difagreeable  to  Mifs  Fan- 
ny, yet,  in  compliance  with  her  father's  re- 
queft,  fhe  confented  to  pafs  a  fummer 
with  her  coufin,  whom  fhe  had  not  feen 
from  her  childhood.  The  young  ladies 
parted  with  mutual  regret,  and  made  a  reci- 
procal promife  of  keeping  up  a  literary  cor- 
refpondence. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

An  Account  of  Mifs  Fanny^  Friend. 

u  IV  /¥Y  friend,  the  vicar,  faid  Mr. 

JLV  JL  Manly,  having  proceeded  thus 
far  in  Mifs  Fanny's  ftory,  thought  proper, 
as  Mifs  Auger's  had  a  connection  with 
Jher's,  to  give  me  the  following  detail  con- 
cerning that  young  lady — 

"  Mifs  Auger  had,  like  her  friend,  bu- 
ried her  mother  fome  years,  and  received 
her  education  at  a  boarding-fchool  in  Lon- 
don, where  her  father  refided  till  he  had 
.  acquired  a  competency  by  trade,  and  then 
retired  to  his  eftate,  which  was  pretty  con- 
fiderable,  in  the  country:  his  daughter,  at 
the  defire  of  her  aunt,  who  had  bad  health, 
and  was  infinitely  fond  of  her,  refided  with 
her  from  that  time.  Befides  her,  he  had 
one  fon,  who  was  quite  the  reverfe  of  his 

lifter, 
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lifter,  being  fordidly  covetous,  and  re- 
markable ill-natured ;  though  the  utmoft 
care  had  been  taken  in  his  education,  his 
difpofition  would  not  permit  him  to  make 
any  improvement  from  it.  His  foul  was 
too  narrow  to  entertain  capacious  or  various 
ideas ;  and  indeed  none  appeared  to  inha- 
bit there,  but  pleafure  arifing  from  gain, 
and  dread  of  poverty ;  and  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  conduit,  proved  it  was  entirely  in- 
fluenced by  thefe  alternatives.  So  far  was 
he  from  difcerning  the  amiable  qualities  of 
his  fifter,  or  regarding  her  with  affedtion, 
that  he  wras  jealous  of  her,  as  one  who  had 
a  right  to  fhare  in  his  father's  wealth,  which 
he  would  gladly  have  appropriated  wholly 
to  his  own  ufe. 

u  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr.  Auger 
lived  one  Mr.  Harwood,  who  had  likewife 
an  onlyfon,agentlemanof  unexceptionable 
character  and  good  perfon.  The  friendfliip 
which  had  many  years  fubiifted  between 

thefe 
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thefe  neighbours,  made  them  defirous  of 
more  clofely  cementing  it,  by  an  alliance 
between  their  children ;  and  Mr,  Harwood 
proposed  his  fon  to  Mr.  Auger,  as  a  foit- 
able  match  for  his  daughter ;  the  old  gen- 
tleman approved  the  propofal,  and  the 
young  one  was  informed  of  their  defire. 
Upon  which  he  faid  he  could  not  immedi- 
ately acquiefce  in  an  affair  of  fuch  import- 
ance, having  very  little  acquaintance  with 
the  lady.  Indeed,  he  knew  her  only  by 
fight,  and  her  perfon  had  made  no  favour- 
able impfeffion  on  his  mind ;  but  this  he 
did  not  chufe  to  acknowledge,  being  fen- 
fible  his  father  would  not  think  that  a  ma- 
terial objedlion  againft  the  union  of  their 
eftates;  which,  from  their  vicinity,  was 
judged  by  the  old  gentlemen  to  be  very 
convenient.  He  therefore  told  his  father 
he  would  vifit  the  lady,  and  if  he  found 
her  agreeable  to  him,  he  had  no  objeftion 
againft  entering  into  the  marriage  ftate. 
Mr.  Auger  upon  this  engaged  to  give  his 

daughter 
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daughter  3000I.  upon  the  day  of  marriage, 
and  the  like  fum  at  his  deceafe.  This  be- 
ing agreed  upon,  Mr.  Harwood,  the  young- 
er, fat  out  to  wait  upon  the  lady,  who  had 
notice  from  her  father  of  his  deiign.  This 
intelligence  came  whilft  Mifs  Fanny  was 
with  her,  to  whom  ihe  communicated  the 
"affair;  and  the  young  gentleman's  charac- 
ter being  known  to  them  both,  they  found 
nothing  to  diflike  in  the  propofition.  But 
Mifs  Auger,  confcious  of  the  want  of 
thofe  attractions  which  ufually  give  birth  to 
thcpaffion  of  love,  apprehended  the  treaty 
would  break  off  at  their  firft  interview. 
However,  in  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  her  father,  fhe  determined  to  recieve 
him  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  merit." 

"  A  clever  woman,  I'll  warrant!  faid 
thejuftice,  (he  could  be  dutiful  without 
being  forced  to  it!"  calling  a  ftern  look  at 
Mifs  Moody,  whofe  blulhes  confelfed  (he 
but  too  well  underitood  the  reproach. 

Mr-  Manly 
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Mr.  Manly  perceiving  this,  took  occa- 
fion  to  fay,  "  I  am  informed  Mifs  Auger's 
heart  was  free  from  any  attachment  at  this 
time,  neither  had  any  one  attempted  to  en- 
gage it;  and  I  think  it  no  derogation  from 
her  merit,  to  fuppofe  that  might  induce 
her  the  more  readily  to  hearken  to  fuch  a 
proposition,  especially  from  a  parent,  who, 
I  cannot  but  hope,  would  not  have  made 
it,  had  not  he  been  affured  (he  was  unpre- 
judiced in  favour  of  another." 

At  this  the  juftice  looked  a  little  grave, 
and  Mr.  Manly  refumed  his  narrative — 

"  Mr.  Harwocd  ftaid  two  days  with 
Mifs  Auger's  aunt,  to  whom  he  brought  a 
letter  from  his  father,  that  informed  her 
he  had  fent  his  fon  to  tranfaft  an  affair  of 
bufinefs  with  a  perfon  in  her  neighbour- 
hood, and  begged  her  to  give  him  hcufe- 
room ;  and  (he  being  apprized  of  his  in- 
tentions by  her  brother,  gave  him  a  hand- 
K  ionic 
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fome  reception,  as  he  made  no  mention  of 
the  real  occafion  of  his  vifit:  Mifs  Auger 
behaved  to  him  with  an  eafy  unreferved 
modefty,  imputing  his  filence  upon  that 
head  to  the  difappointment  he  had  met 
with  in  contemplating  her  perfon:  and 
though  fhe  Qbferved  fomething  fo  agree- 
able in  his  deportment  and  converfation 
upon  other  topics,  as  to  excite  a  defire  of 
appearing  equally  fo  to  him ;  the  diffidence 
fhe  had  of  herfelf  reprefenting  to  her  the 
improbability  of  fucceeding,  quelled  all 
fuch  rifing  hopes;  and  fhe  would  not  even 
indulge  refleftions  on  his  good  fenfe  and 
other  amiable  qualities,  leaft  they  fhould 
infpire  her  with  a  paffion,  the  latent  feeds 
of  which  difcovered  themfelves  in  her  bo- 
fom ;  though  the  merit  of  no  perfon  fhe  had 
hitherto  converfed  with,  had  been  able  to 
call  them  forth. 


"  Upon  Mr.  Harwood's  return  to  his 
father,  he  confefled  Mils  Auger  was  a  very 

fenfiblc 
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fenfible  deferving  woman,  but  he  did  not 
think  ihe  could  ever  fuit  him;  for  he  be- 
lieved it  impoflibte  to  overcome  the  diflikc 
he  had  to  her  perfon ;  and  though  he 
owned  a  beautiful  ou  tilde  only  was  too 
weak  a  foundation,  on  which  to  build  fuch 
a  durable  friendfhip  as  union  for  life  re- 
quired; he  thought  it  requifite  diat  die 
perfon  with  whom  he  fhould  form  fuch  an 
one,  Ihould  not  be  difguftfuh 

"  The  old  gentlemen  urged  every  pru- 
dential argument  to  perfuade  him  to  con- 
quer hisaverfion,  but  in  vain;  he  declared 
he  would  not  trouble  the  lady  with  another 
vifit  upon  that  account,  and  begged  he 
would  ceafe  to  importune  him  upon  that 

u  A  foolifh  puppy!  faid  the  juflice, 
What  fignifies  a  woman's  face,  if  flie  has 
but  a  portion  ?" 


K  2  Manly, 
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Manly,  without  making  any  reply  to 
this  interrogation,  continued  his  recital— 

*c  Mr.  Auger,  faid  he,  was  no  lefs  difap- 
pointed  than  his  friend,  at  the  young  gen- 
tleman's obftinacy  j  for  that  term  they  gave 
to  his  refufal." 

"  And  right  enough,  to  be  fure,  faid 
the  juftice;  I  cannot  but  blame  the  old 
folks,  for  giving  him  his  head  fo :  odd !  if 
the  young  jack-a-napes  had  been  a  fon  of 
mine,  he  fhould  have  married  who  I  thought 
proper,  or  he  fhould  have  tried  how  he 
could  have  maintained  himfelf,  for  old  Gil- 
bert! that's  my  opinion." 

"  But  happily  for  Mr.  Harwood,  replied 
Manly,  his  father  was  not  at  that  time  of  that 
opinion;  at  leaf!:  he  did  not  chufe,  where in- 
treaties  would  not  prevail,  to  make  ufe  of 
threats ,  which,  I  am  certain,  never  made 
the  delired  effedt  on  an  ingenuous  mind." 


The 
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The  coachman  flopping  to  bait  his 
horfes,  Mr.  Manly  could  not  continue  his 
narration  till  the  company  were  replaced 
in  the  coach. 

When  the  paffengers  were  refeated,  they 
begged  Mr.  Manly  would  proceed  to  give 
them  fome  further  information  concerning 
the  ladies  whofe  hiftory  he  was  relating  > 
upon  which  he  went  on — 

"  Matters  were  in  the  fituation  I  have 
defcribed,  when  Mifs  Fanny  left  her  friend  j 
and  after  a  tedious  journey  of  forty  milesr 
reached  Mrs.  Dover's,  accompanied  by 
her  father.  The  old  lady  put  on  as  pleafing 
a  countenance  as  her  features  would  admit 
of;  but  cpuld  not,  by  all  her  efforts,  con- 
ceal the  natural  morofenefs  of  her  temper 
from  appearing  under  this  mafk  of  good 
nature;  and  to  a  woman  of  her  young  cou- 
fin's  difcernment,  her  afped  afforded  little 
K  3  profpeil 
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profpeft  of  leading  an  agreeable  life,  with 
lo  ftarched  a  piece  of  formality. 

"  The  converfation  on  the  evening  of 
her  arrival,  did  not  tend  to  infpire  her  with 
more  pleafmg  ideas,  as  it  confided  chiefly 
in  ridiculing  the  foibles  of  the  neighbour- 
hood; a  theme,  very  difagreeable  to  the 
young  lady,  who  had  a  capacity  for  im- 
proving her  minutes  to  much  greater  ad- 
vantage, than  difcanting  oa  the  frailties  in- 
cident to  her  own  fpecies  >,  and  did  not  ima- 
gine herfelf  fo  perfect,  or  fo  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  hearts  of  thofe  Ihe  con- 
verfed  with  as  to  be  a  competent  judge  of 
the  real  motives  from  whence  their  actions 
took  their  rife ;  and  had  there  been  no  pro- 
hibition, as  there  is  a  very  ftri<5t  one  upon 
all  Chriftians  againft  venting  fuch  cenfure : 
(he  was  one  of  thofe  who  could  find  no  fa- 
tisfaftion  in  contemplating  or  expofing  the 
depravity  of  human  nature.  She  therefore, 
from  the  moment  fhe  difcovered  the  old  la- 

dv's 


The    STAGE    COACH  139 

dy's  tendency,  formed  a  refolution  to  re* 
main  lilent,  whenever  fuch  topics  were 
fturted,  if  fne  could  not  abfolutely  confute 
the  fcandal;  but,  whenever  fhe  heard  any 
perfon  unjuftly  afperied  of  her  own  know- 
ledge, (he  thought  it  her  duty  to  vindicate 
them  with  equal  warmth. 

€(  She  had  not  been  many  days  with 
Mrs.  Dover,  before  (he  found  greac  reafon 
to  regret  the  abfence  of  her  beloved  friend, 
and  palTed  her  hours  in  a  manner  eafy  to 
be  conceived;  and  I  doubt,  frequently 
experienced  by  perfons  of  tafte  and  good 
fenfe,  in  hearkening  to  difcourfes  foreign 
to  both.  A  month  elapfed,  when  the  old 
lady  dropped  her  darling  fubjedt  for  one 
fhe  imagined  would  be  more  agreeable  to 
her  coufin's  ear ;  and  told  her,  her  friend 
Mr.  Salter  (whom  (he  had  affirmed  was  the 
only  honeft  man  in  the  place)  had  an  incli- 
nation to  make  a  match  between  his  fonand 
her;  u  He  is  gone  to  London,  continued 
K  4  (he, 
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(lie,  for  ordination,  and  at  his  return  is  to 
make  you  a  vifitj  and,  in  my  opinion,  you 
cannot  have  a  more  fuitable  hufband;  for 
he  is  a  fine  fcholar,  and  can  talk  to  you  in 
your  own  way.  Indeed,  I  mull  own,  his 
father  is  not  very  polite,  having  been  bred 
a  farmer ;  biit  in  all  my  dealings  with  him^ 
I  have  found  him  an  honefl  man,  as  the 
world  goes/' 

The  young  lady,  who  knew  this  Mr. 
Salter  to  be  of  a  mean  fordid  difpofition, 
was  far  from  liking  the  propofal;  and  the 
fight  of  his  fon,  who  was  one  of  the  moll 
pedantic  coxcombs  (he  had  ever  met  with, 
did  not  remove  the  prejudice  (he  had  con- 
ceived againft  his  alliance.  Three  hours 
converfation  convinced  her  he  was  not  the 
man  (he  would  chufe  to  pafs  her  days  with  ; 
and  flie  declined  hisaddreffes  in  a  genteel 
manner  as  foon  as  offered,  to  the  great 
vexation  of  her  fagacious  coufin;  who, 
being  fully  perfuaded  her  opinion  was  in- 
fallible 
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allible  upon  all  occafions,  had  recourfe  to 
her  old  confolation,  that  every  perfon  who 
differed  from  her,  and  a  very  few  of  the 
fame  fentiment,  were  in  an  error :  fhe  bleff- 
ed  herfelf  for  her  extraordinary  difcern- 
ment,  and  told  Mifs  Fanny,  fhe  fhould 
pray  to  Heaven  to  change  her  flubborn 
temper. 

iz  Six  months  ftie  paffed  in  this  uncom- 
fortable fituation,  till  tired  out  with  the 
capricious  difpofition  of  the  old  lady,  who 
perpetually  teazed  her  with  a  repetition, 
not  only  of  her  own  but  of  her  friend's 
faults;  and  was  every  day  faying,  itgrieved 
her  to  the  foul  to  find  fhe  was  fo  like  her 
mother,  that  was  dead  and  gone,  who 
T  would  never  be  advifed  by  her;  and  had 
not  half  the  good  fenfe  and  prudence  of 
her  father's  prefent  wife.  She  the  more 
frequently  harped  upon  this  firing,  as  fhe 
knew  nothing  could  be  fo  grating  to  Mifs 
Fanny's  ears,  who  revered  the  memory  of 
K  5  her 
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her  late  mother;  and  faw,  with  inexpreflS-. 
ble  concern,  the  extravagant  conduct  of 
lier  prefent,  muft  involve  the  family  in 
rain;  as  her  father's  eftate  was  fo  impair- 
ed, that  he  was  obliged  to  fell  a  large  part, 
and  mortgage  the  remainder. 

"  Thefe  reflections,  therefore,  of  Mrs. 
Dover's,  upon  the  moft  indulgent  parent 
thatever  exifted,  and  one  who  had  brought 
a  confiderable  {hare  of  fortune  which  her 
fucceffor  was  diflipating,  were  fo  irkfome 
to  the  young  lady,  that  flie  wrote  to  a 
grave  old  gentleman,  a  friend  of  her  fa- 
ther's, and  acquainted  him  with  fome  of 
the  reafons  that  rendered  her  fituation  ex- 
tremely difagreeable;  defiring  him  toper- 
fuade  her  father  to  remove  her. 

"  The  perfon  to  whom  this  epiftle  was 
addreflcd,  had  long  thought  her  father's 
affection  for  his  wife  had  deprived  his 
daughter  of  the  fhare  due  to  her;  and 

upoa 
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upon  her  appeal,  took  the  liberty  to  hint 
as  much  to  him;  and  reprefented  that  the 
leaft  recompence  he  could  make  the  young 
lady,  for  his  wife's  unkind  treatment  of 
her,  was  to  leave  her  at  liberty  in  the 
choice  of  her  abode ;  efpecially  as  he  muft 
be  convinced  from  her  good  fenfe,  and 
the  propriety  of  all  her  actions,  {he  would 
not  make  an  improper  one. 

"  This  remonftrance  had  the  defired 
cffedt ;  and  fhe  onee  more  repaired,  with  a 
joyful  heart,  to  her  friend  Mifs  Auger, 
who  had  heard  no  mention  of  Mr.  Har- 
wood  in  her  abfence.  She  had  been  re- 
turned but  a  few  months,  when  an  account 
arrived  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Auger,  the 
elder,  who  was  taken  off  by  an  apopledtic 
fit:  this  intelligence  gave  his  daughter  ex  • 
treme  concern,  and  was  a  prelude  to  fur- 
ther forrows ;  for  though  the  old  gentle- 
man had  made  a  will  a  few  days  before 
he  expired,  there  was  fuch  a  fault  in  it, 
JC  6  thjf 
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that  his  fon  was  heir  to  his  whole  eftate; 
for  he  would  by  no  means  be  perfuaded  to 
give  up  to  his  fifter  6000L  out  of  it,  which 
her  father  had  bequeathed  to  her  in  this 
will,  as  fhe  could  not  legally  demand  itf 
and  the  poor  young  lady  could  claim  no 
more  than  the  moiety  of  the  perfonal 
eftate,  which  amounted  to  no  more  than 
eight  hundred  pounds.  She  bore  this  dis- 
appointment with  an  exemplary  fortitude, 
and  gave  thanks  to  heaven  for  affording 
her  the  relief  which  (he  experienced  from- 
the  converfation  of  Fanny,  who  had  heard- 
iy  fympathized  with  her,  and  ufed  all  her 
ffititftfy  dibits  to  condole  her. 

"  About  three  months  after  her  father's 
ctece&fe,  yoi/ng  Mr.  Karwood  was  obliged, 
i  poxi  bufinefs,  to  pa£s  through  the  village 
in  which  fhe  ie£ded,  and  thought  it  but 
>  il  to 'make  her  a  vifit  of  condolance. 
Her  migration  and  proper  behaviour  un- 
der this  fevere  trial,  madcfuch  animpref- 

fion 
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fion  upon  him,  that  he  regarded  her  in  a 
much  more  amiable  light,  than  when  he 
attended  her  formerly;  and  he  offered  her 
his  affiftance  in  fettling  her  affairs,  which 
occafioned  frequent  interviews  between 
them;  and  he  had  luch  opportunities  of 
remarking  the  valuable  qualities  of  her 
mind,  that,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  he 
actually  fell  in  love  with  her..  It  was  fome 
time  before  me  could  credit  his  protec- 
tions of  that  nature;  but  when  he  oif  r  J 
to  acquaint  his  father  with  his  fentiments, 
fhe  began  to  hearken  to  his  profeffions,  and 
to  accept  them.  When  he  mentioned  the 
affair  to  his  father,  he  told  him  he  was 
afhamed  of  his  former  want  of  difcern- 
ment;  but  he  was  now,  from  a  fall  convic- 
tion of  the  merit  of  the  lady,  become*  a 
convert  to  his  opinion,  in  regard  to  Mifs 
Auger;  and  was  not  only  ready  to  make 
her  his  wife,  but  very  certain  it  would  not 
be  in  the  power  of  any  other  woman  to 
render  him  happy, 

"  The 
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"  The  old  gentleman,  amazed  at  this 
declaration,  thought  his  fon  in  a  delirium; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  ufe  as  many  pro- 
teftations  of  the  fincerity  of  it,  as  he  had 
done  to  his  miftrefs,  before  he  could  con- 
vince him  he  was  in  earned.  No  fooner 
was  he  affured  of  the  difagreeable  truth, 
than  he  flew  jnto  a  violent  paflion;  and 
faid  he  perceived  his  refufal  of  her  for- 
merly was  occafioned  by  his  diflike  to  any 
propofal  from  him;  and  to  punifh  his  dif- 
obedience,  he  would  never  confent  to  the 
match  now. 

*'  Upon  this  the  fon  retorted  all  the  ar- 
guments the  father  had  heretofore,  in  pre- 
ceding converfations,  inforced  in  her  fa- 
vour; but,  as  fhe  was  no  longer  in  a  capa- 
city of  bringing  fuch  an  addition  to  his 
eftate  as  he  expe&ed,  the  mod  forcible 
one  recoiled  on  the  young  gentleman. 


In 
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"  In  vain  did  he  alledge  that  the  quali- 
fications of  the  lady  had  received  no  dimi- 
nution with  her  fortune:  the  old  gentle- 
man continued  to  be  of  a  contrary  opinion; 
and  by  the  vehemence  of  his  fpeeches 
againft  her,  it  was  evident  he  thought  Ihe 
had  not  one  good  one  remaining. 

'*  His  fon  aiked,  if  her  brother  would 
confent  to  reftore  to  her  the  fum  mentioned 
in  her  father's  will,  whether  he  would  then 
have  any  thing  to  fay  againft  her;  to  this 
queftion  he  replied,  M  No;"  an  anfwer 
which  gave  the  lover  great  concern;  not 
only  as  he  was  well  convinced  Mr.  Auger 
was  incapable  of  acting  in  fo  generous  a 
manner,  and  would  never  be  brought  to 
part  from  more  than  the  law  would  give 
her;  but  alfo  to  difcern  fuch  a  mercenary 
difpofition  in  the  perfon  he  was  bound  to 
honour.  However,  as  the  old  gentleman 
gave  no  better  reafon  for  his  diflike  to  her 
than  the  deficiency  in  the  article  of  for- 
tune 
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tune,  and  he  knew  his  inheritance  was  toec 
confiderable  to  need  fiich  an  augmentation 
as  his  father  required ,  he  determined  to 
follow  the  dictates  of  his  heart,  and  openly 
profeffed  himfelf  her  lover;  being  in  hopes 
time  might  produce  another  revolution  in 
the  old  gentleman's  fentiments. 

"  He  now  frequently  vifited  Mifs  Au- 
ger, and  conftantly  correfponded  with  her. 
The  profpect  of  their  union  afforded  great 
fatisfa&ion  to  Mifs  Fanny,  who  had  con- 
ccivedfo  good  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Harwcod, 
that  fhe  permitted  his  miftrefs  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  feveral  ingenious  productions 
of  her  pen;  which  he  fo  well  approved,  a& 
to  feenre  the  author  would  give  him  leave 
to  {hew  them  to  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  a. 
lover,  and  a  favourite  of  the  mufes;  and 
after  fome  intrearies  on  his  fide,  and  excufes- 
on  her's,  he  obtained  a  few  copies. 

c*  Before  he  left  Mifs  Auger,  at  this 
time,  he  earneftly  folicited  a  folemn  pro- 

mife 
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mile  of  marrying  him,  fo  foon  as  he  could 
obtain  fuch  an  annual  ftipend  from  his  fa- 
ther as  would  enable  him  to  fupport  her  in 
a  rank  fuitable  to  her  education  and  defert: 
file  complied  with  his  requeft,  and  they 
entered  into  a  mutual  engagement,  in  the 
prefence  of  her  aunt. 


C  H  A  p. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

Defcription  of  another  Lover. 

**  CJ  OM:E  weeks  after  this  laft  interview 
^  between  the  lovers,  Mils  Fannv 
received  a  pacquet  by  the  poft,  figned 
Amintor;  containing  a  complimencal  copy 
of  verfes  upon  her  performances  of  that 
nature.  The  poetry  was  fo  good,  that 
fhe  impatiently  longed  to  know  whofe  it 
was;  as  by  the  expreffions  fhe  found  he 
was  a  flranger  to  her  perfon,  and  there 
was  no  gue  ffing  at  the  hand,  which  nei- 
ther of  the  ladies  were  acquainted  with; 
they  were  forming  various  conjectures 
about  the  author,  when  Mr.  Harwood 
made  his  appearance;  upon  which,  Mifs 
Auger  produced  the  paper,  and  afked 
him  if  he  could  guefs  from  whom  it  came: 
no  fooner  had  he  caft  his  eyes  upon  it, 
than  he  affirmed.,   he   perfectly  knew  it 

to 
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to  Be  Mr.  Goldfon's  hand,  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  his. 

4C  The  ladies,  at  this,  expreffing  a  de* 
fire  of  receiving  fome  information  con- 
cerning his  chara&er  and  family,  and  what 
could  induce  him  to  addrefs  Mifs  Fanny 
in  this  manner;  he  replied,  Mr.  Goldfon 
was  a  young  gentleman  of  bright  parts 
and  good  character,  the  only  child  of  a 
wealthy  mifer;  who,  though  he  was  in- 
finitely fond  of  him,  had  denied  him  the 
advantage  of  fo  liberal  an  education  as  he 
required,  on  account  of  the  expence  at- 
tending it;  but  by  forming  an  acquaint- 
ance with  men  of  literature,  and  taking 
uncommon  pains,  he  had  fo  far  cultiva- 
ted his  natural  genius,  as,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  compenlated  for  thofe  early  advan- 
tages which  avarice  had  deprived  him  of; 
and  was  efteemed  and  carefled  by  perfons 
of  the  moft  confpicuous  fenfe  and  rank* 
that  he  had  long  known  him,  and  was  he  the 

very 
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\-ery  perfon  for  whom  he  had  folicited  a 
fight  of  Mifs  Fanny's  compofitions,  of 
which  fhe  might  perceive  his  fentiments 
expreffed  in  the  poetry  he  had  fent  her. 
**  However,  added  he,  I  lhall  rally  him  up- 
on his  privacy  in  the  affair,  fince  he  might 
have  committed  the  care  of  his  firft  ad- 
drefs  to  me" 

"  Mifs  Fanny  begged  he  would  take 
no  notice  of  it;  faying,  by  his  figning  a 
poetical  name,  it  appeared  that  he  had  no 
intentions  ihe  (hould  difcover  the  real 
author.  Mr.  Harwood  begged  pardon 
for  diffenting  from  her  opinion  in  this 
cafe,  and  faid,  he  rather  thought  he  had 
taken  this  method  to  introduce  himfelf  to 
her  acquaintance,  and  probably  might  hope 
to  prejudice  her  in  Amintor's  favour,  be- 
fore he  appeared  in  the  perfon  of  Will 
Goldfon ;  and  fhould  that  in  reality  be 
the  cafe,  he  hoped  fhe  would  not  be  of- 
fended, 
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fended,  if  he  accompanied  him  in  his 
next  vifit  to  Mifs  Auger. 

"  Mifs  Fanny  remaining  fiient  to  this 
fpeech,  her  friend  allured  him  any  gen- 
tleman of  his  acquaintance  fhouid  meet 
with  a  genteel  reception  from  her  aunt; 
and  after  feme  further  converfation,  no 
way  pertinent  to  the  ftory>  the  lovers  fe- 
derated. 

"  One  day  in  the  following  week,  Mr. 
Harwood  introduced  Mr.  Goldfon  to 
Mifs  Fanny,  and  flie  perceived  by  his 
conduft  and  conversation,  that  his  friend 
had  made  no  partial  reprefentation  of  his 
merit.  The  gentlemen  paffed  fome  days 
in  the  village,  and  feldom  feperated 
themfelves  from  the  ladies,  but  when 
good-breeding  obliged  them  to  leave 
them  to  their  repofe.  Mr.  Goldfon, 
whofe  heart  was  captivated  by  the 
charafter  and  good  fenfe  of  Fanny.,  found 

fo 
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fo  much  to  admire  in  her  coaverfation  at 
this  interview,  that  he  communicated 
the  fituation  of  his  mind  to  his  friend, 
begging  him  to  mention  it  to  her,  and 
intercede  in  his  behalf :  accordingly, 
Mr,  Harwood  founded  her  inclinations 
by  diftani  hints;  and  at  laft,  fpeaking 
more  plainly,  and  having  a  powerful  fe- 
cond  in  Mifs  Auger,  he  brought;  her  to 
acknowledge,  a  fenfibility  of  the  gentle- 
man's merit;  upon  which,  Mr.  Goldfon 
was  emboldened  to  plead  his  own  caufe, 
and  obtained  permiffion  to  profecute  it, 
with  the  approbation  of  their  parents; 
but  (he  honeftly  told  him,  (he  thought 
the  ruinous  fituation  of  her  father's  cir- 
cumflances,  would  be  a  great  obftacle 
to  procuring  the  confent  of  his. 

u  To  this  Mr.  Goldfon  was  no  ft  ran* 
ger,  before  he  received  the  account  from 
her,  having  made  enquiry  concerning  her, 
fr^m  the  time  he  had  conceived  an  opi- 
nion 
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nion  of  her  defert;  and  he  imagined,  the 
flendcrnefs  of  her  fortune  was  amply 
atoned  for,  by  acquisitions  which  wealth 
could  not  purchafe;  [yet,  reflections  on 
the  avaritious  difpofition  of  his  father, 
fuggefted  fears  of  an  oppofition  to  his 
defires.  Having  wrote  to  Mifs  Fanny's  fa- 
ther, and  obtained  allurances  from  him, 
that  he  would  not  oppofe  their  union; 
he  applied  to  a  gentleman  of  diftin&i- 
on,  who  honoured  him  with  his  friend- 
(hip,  and  of  whofe  judgment  the  old 
gentleman  had  always  declared  the  great- 
eft  approbation,  and  imparted  the  affair 
to  him,  defiring  him  to  acquaint  his  fa- 
ther with  it.  The  gentleman  complied 
with  his  requeft,  and  urged  every  reafon 
to  the  elder  Goldfon,  that  he  thought 
requifite  to  induce  him  to  give  his  con- 
fent,  but  without  effed:  the  mifer  loft  all 
patience  at  the  bare  mention  of  it;  and 
would  not  attend  to  any  thing  faid  in 

favour, 
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favour  of  the  propofal;  but  pofitively  de- 
clared, if  his  fon  married  the  moftac- 
complifhed  woman  in  the  world  of  infe- 
rior fortune,  he  would  difinherit  him, 
and  not  one  penny  of  his  fubftance  fhould 
defcend  to  him.  His  fon  and  friends 
tried  every  method  to  mollify  him,  but 
he  remained  inflexibly  bent  tooppofe  the 
match;  and  by  his  feverity,  rendered 
ihem  very  unhappy  for  two  years;  when 
the  voung  gentleman,  wearied  with  his 
frukhfs  felicitations,  coming  to  the  pof- 
ieffion  of  an  eftate  of  300I.  a  year,  which 
was  left  by  a  relation,  to  him  *d  his  heirs 
male;  but  in  default  of  Rich,  to  go  in- 
to another  branch  of  the  family,  and  a 
fmall  fum  at  his  own  difpofal;  thought 
this,  with  oeconomy,  might  fupport  them 
till  his  fathers  deceafe,  or  reconcilation; 
for  he  wki  not  without  hope,  by  a  prudent 
COfridti£t  to  bring  the  old  gettieman  to 
regard  his  beloved  Fanny,  with  a  pater- 
nal 
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nal  affe&ion ;  the  lady  perfuaded  by  his 
Arguments,  confented,  andaunion  was  ao 
accomplifhed.  Mifs  Auger  and  her  lover 
attended  the  bride  to  her  new  habitation, 
where  peace  andhappinefs  feemed  to  pre* 
fide  over  all  their  hours. 


4L  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Mr.  -Manly's  Narrative  concluded.  ' 

«  Q;GME  months  after  Mr.  Goldfon^ 
O  marriage,  his  father  deigned  to  make 
him  a  vifit,  and  appeared  much  better 
fatisfied  with  his  choice  than  heexpefted. 
Being  informed  that  his  daughter-in-law 
was  likely  to  bring  his  fon  an  heir,  he 
declared  if  the  child  proved  a  boy,  he 
would  be  no  longer  at  variance  with  them* 
Mrs.  GoLdfon  behaved  to  him  in  fb  pro- 
per a  manner,  that  before  he  quitted  the 
houfe,  he  promifed  to  yield  up  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year  to  his  fon,  as  foo:? 
as  the  neceffary  writings  could  be  drawn, 

cc  Juft  at  this  period,  Mr.  Harwood 
loft  his  father,  who  jeft  him  an  handfome 
eftate,  and  at  liberty  to  follow  the  bent 
of  his  inclinations;  and  hepropofed,  after 

paying 
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payinghim  the  decent  refpeft  of  mourning, 
to  make  Mifs  Auger  a  partaker  of  his  for- 
tune. This  gentleman  and  lady  now  re- 
garded each  other  as  perfons  who  were  it* 
a  few  months  to  be  united  for  life.  If* 
this  fituation,  thefe  four  friends  wers  the 
envy  of  their  neighbourhood,  when  Mr. 
Goklfon  was  obliged  to  take  a  journey  to 
London,  in  order  to  confult  a  particular 
lawyer,  that  his  father  chofe  to  efriploy , 
in  the  affairs  relating  to  the  conveyance  of 
that  part  of  his  efiate,  which  he  was  to 
give  up  to  him.  Mr.  Harwood  accom- 
panied him  in*  this  journey,  leaving  Mifs 
Auger  withMrs.  Goldfon  during  their  ab- 
fence.  The  dilatory  proceedings  of  the 
conveyance,  detained  the  gentlemen  near 
a  month  in  town  and  they  had  not  been 
returned  two  days,  before  they  were,  both 
taken  extremely  ill.  The  phyficians  who 
were  called  in,  pronounced  their  diftem- 
per  to  be  the  fmall-pox ;  a  fentence  very 
dreadful  to  the  married  lady,  who  never 
L  z  had 
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had  the  difeafe;  her  hufband  begged  (lit 
would  leave  his  room,  but  fhe  refolutely 
refiifed  to  ftir  from  him  in  this  exigence, 
till  her  friends  reprefented,  that  her  conti- 
nuance there,  was  not  only  endangering 
herfelf,  but  her  infant  and  hufband,  whole 
apprehenfions  for  her  fafety,  would  en- 
hance the  malignity  of  his  diforder.  This 
laft  confideration  prevailed  with  her  to 
quit  the  chamber,  but  not  thehoule.  Mi& 
Auger  having  had  it,  attended  the  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  very  foon  pafs'd  the 
power  of  medicine  to  relieve. 

u  I  muft  throw  a  veil  over  the  melan- 
choly fcene  that  enfued :  when  each  lady 
faw  herfelf  deprived  of  what  (be  efteemed 
her  greateft  earthly  blefling,  at  a  time 
when  the  wife  was  in  the  mod  unfit  con- 
dition to  fuftain  fo  grievous  an  afflidion. 
She  was  as  fincere  a  mourner  as  fuch  a  fe- 
peration  ever  occafioned;  but  from  a  pro- 
per fenfe  of  her  duty,  to  that  all-wife  Being 

from 
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from  whence  theftroke  came;  and  in  re- 
gard to  the  unborn  innocent,  whom  fhe 
might  injure,  by  giving  way  to  corroding 
grief:  (he  as  far  as  was  in  her  power, 
checked  the  Tallies  of  immoderate  forrow; 
and  having  fortunately  efcaped  the  diftem- 
per,  ^was  in  a  few  months  delivered  of  .4 
daughter.  .  Mifs  Auger  continued  with 
her,  and  proved  by  her  behaviour,  (tie 
was  endued  with  an  equal  ihare  of  refig- 
nation. 

u  Mr.  Goldfon's  illnefs  having  put  a 
Hop  to  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  fet  \ 
dement;  and  the  eftate  he  enjoyed  during 
his  life,  going  into  another  branch  of  the 
family,  as  his  child  proved  a  daughter, 
he  was  not  able  to  leave  his  deferving 
wife  any  more  than  the  fcanty  fum  of 
700I.  The  old  gentleman's  temper  ftill 
tncre  (cured,  by  the  double  difappoint- 
ment,  thelofs  of  hisfon,  and  the  birth  of 
a  grand-daughter  occafioned,  he  was  not 
L  3  in 
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in  the  leaft  inclined  to  deal  genefo.ufly  by 
the  widow :  however,  he  promifed,  if  the 
child  lived,  he  would  provide  for  it ;  h* 
faid,  as  flie  brought  no  fortune  to  her 
hufband,  lhe  might  think  herfelf  very 
well  off,  with  the  money  he  left  her. 

11  Mifs  Auger's  aunt,  having  ever  had 
a  regard  for  this  difconfolate  widow,  in- 
vited her  to  her  houfe,  where  fhe  might 
live  as  retired  as  flic  pleafed;  and  have  a 
companion,  whole  friendship  flic  had  fo 
long  experenced:  growing  age  and  infir- 
mities, made  her  defirous  of  her  neice's 
company,  and  fhe  was  not  willing  to  fepe- 
rate  thefe  two  fiiends.  This  offer  was 
gratefullyaccepted  by  Mrs.  Goldfon,  who 
with  Mifs  Auger,  once  more  returned  to 
the  old  lady's  habitation.  The  fatherlefs 
babe  was  regarded  by  the  fond  mother,, 
as  a  bleffing  fent  by  heaven  to  footh  her 
ibrrows ;  and  as  it  bore  a  flrong  re- 
4$nblance  of  her  beloved  hulband,  lhe 

indulged 
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indulged  a  gloomy  pleafure,  in  contempla- 
ting its  features;  and  arnufed  herfelf  with 
the  thoughts  of  employing  all  her  c:  r€  in 
rearing  up,  and  educating  this  precious 
legacy:  but,  alas!  without  any  previous 
firknefs,  the  child  was  (hatched  away  by 
death,  before  fh6  had  learnt  the  ufe  of 
fpeech;:andia  her  grave,  feemed  to  be 
buried  her  grandfather's  affedtion;  for 
from  that  time,  he  never-  offered  to  make 
the  leaft  addition  to  the  mother's  income^ 
and  her  own  father  was  not  in  a  capacity,, 
if  his  wife  would  have  permi  tted  him,  to 
encreafe  her  fcanty  pittance. 

"  The  lofs  of  this  infant  was  a  new 
fource  of  affliction,  and  Mifs  Auger,  who 
endeavoured  to  confole  her,  had  an  en- 
creafe to  hers  very  foon,  by  the  death  of 
her  good  aunt.  The  old  lady  bequeathed 
to  her,  the  houfe  in  which  (he  lived,  and 
a  fortune  fufficient  to  keep  it  on,  and  to 
continue  her  friend  with  her.  In  this  fitu- 
L  4  ation, 
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ation,  were  thefe  ladies  at  the  time  when 
the  good  vicar  gave  me  this  detail;  and  he 
affured  me,  notwithftanding  the  cruel  vi- 
ciflitudes  of  fortune  they  had  experienced, 
they  were  fo  far  from  repining  at  the  dif- 
penfations  of  providence,  that  they  were 
full  of  acknowledgments  for  the  ble flings 
-of  health,  and  a  competency  upon  which 
they  could  flill  live  together. 

u  Having  received  this  account  from 
my  kind  hoft,  I  was  no  lefs  impatient  than 
himfelf  for  the  return  of  his  wife,  to  learn 
the  occafion  of  Mrs.  Goldfon's  prefent  ] 
affli&ion;  and  therefore  as  foon  as  fhe  ap- 
peared, we  both  begged  to  be  acquainted 
with  it;  upon  which,  with  tears  (he  in- 
formed us,  that  Mrs.  Goldfon  had  juft 
received  a  melancholly  account  of  her  fa- 
ther's death,  occafioned  by  a  fall  from  his 
horfe.  That  he  died  infolvent,  and  his 
wife  having  obtained  a  marriage  bond  for  a 
Urge  fum,  it  wa  s  thought  he  had  not  left 

fufficieat 
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fufficient  to  difcharge  that,  much  lefs  to 
pay  his  numerous  debts,  or  make  any  pro- 
vifion  for  his  daughter. 

<c  This  intelligence  fo  fenfibly  affe&ed 
my  humane  hoft,  that  he  went  immedi- 
ately to  confole  her :  I  told  him,  from  the 
reprefentation  he  had  made  of  her  cafe 
and  merit,  I  would  willingly  caufe  the 
like  to  be  made  to  old  Mr.  Goldfon,  and 
endeavour  to  perfuade  him,  out  of  his 
abundance,  to  add  fomething  towards 
maintaining  her,  in  a  manner  flu-table  to 
his  fon's  widow;  heanfwered,  Mrs.  Gold- 
fon would  certainly  think  herfelf  obliged 
to  me  for  fo  kind  a  propofition ;  but  he 
believed,  in  the  circumftances  (he  was  in 
fhe  would  not  chufe  to  lie  under  fiich  obli- 
gations to  a  gentleman,  with  whom  fhe 
had  no  acquaintance." 

M  There,  fai4  Mrs.  Durant,  I  think 
the  lady  muft  be  in  the  right;  for  though, 
L  5  fir, 
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fir,  your  offer  was  very  kind,  a  woman 
cannot  be  too  cautious  of  putting  herfelf 
too  much  in  the  power  of  your  fex;  and 
■without  one  could  fee  into  the  heart,  one 
cannot  be  able  to  judge,  whether  fuch  an 
offer  might  not  proceed  from  views, 
xvhich  would  make  a  prudent  woman  trem- 
ble." 

"  lam  forry,  ma'am,  replied  Mr. Man- 
ly, human  natufe  is  fo  depraved,  as  to  af- 
ford any  colour  for  fuch  an  infinuation j 
but  as,  I  own,  there  have  been  cafes  where 
it  was  warrantable,  I  cannot  entirely  con- 
demn it;  though,  I  hope,  the  conftant  te- 
nor of  my  actions  has  given  no  one  reafon 
to  fufprcl  them  influenced  by  fuch  mo- 
tives. " 

To  this  fhe  returned  no  anfwer  but  a 
bow,  and  joined  with  the  reft  of  the  compa- 
ny in  thanks,  for  the  pains  he  had  taken  to 
amufe  them;  fhe  then  told  the  juftice  and 

the 
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the  two  other  ladies,  if  they  made  any  ftay 
in  town,  fhe  hoped  they  would  honour  her  • 
with  a  vifit. 

The  juftiee  thanked  her,  but  faid,  u  I 
don't  purpofe  to  tarry  at  all  at  London;  my 
chariot  is  to  meet*  me  at  the  inn  where  we 
(hall  flop,  and  I  fhall  go  to  Hampftead  to- 
night." Then  turning  to  Mr.  Manly,  "  I 
lhall  depend  upon  feeing  you,  'fquire,  at 
the  Sullens," 

rf  Mr.  Manly  replied,  I  will  certain- 
ty take  fome  opportunity  of  waiting  upon 
you,  fir.  In  the -mean  time,  I  hope  you 
wili  remember  the  promife  you  made  me." 

V  Aye,  aye!  (faid  Moody)  you  need 
not  fay  no  more  of  that." 

Mrs.  Durant  alked  Mifs  Murrells,  where 
fhe  intended  to  lodge ;  and  was  anfwered^ 
fhe  could  not  certainly  tell.- 

L  6  By 
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By  this  time  the  palfengers  arrived  fafe- 
ly  in  town,  and  bad  each  other  farewell. 
Mr.  Manly  ftaid  behind  at  the  inn,  till  the 
juftice  and  his  daughter  had  entered  their 
chariot,  and  Mrs.  Durant  had  taken  a  hack- 
ney coach ;  obferving  Mifs  Murrells  re- 
mained behind,  repeated  his  offers  of  ferv- 
ing  her;  to  which  (he  replid,  with  thanks, 
flie  hoped  Ihe  (hould  have  no  occafion  to 
be  troublefome  to  him,  as  Mifs  Moody 
had  been  fo  kind  to  recommend  her  to  a 
friend  of  her's,  who  might  probably  help 
her  to  a  fervice. 

Upon  this  Mr.  Manly  took  his  leave, 
giving  her  a  dire&ion  to  his  houfe  in  town, 
if  ever  (he  fhould  want  to  apply  to  him  for 
afliftance*  with  an  affurance  thatnoperfon 
would  be  more  ready  to  afford  it  her. 

As  fcon  as  he  departed,  Mifs  Murrells 
and  nurfe  retired  to  their  chamber,  when 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty 
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taintyof  fucceedingin  herfcheme,  greatly 
deje£ted  the  young  lady;  and  all  her  hopes 
were  placed  in  the  letter  Mifa  Moody  had 
wrote  to  Mr.  Lee;  the  event  of  which  ihe 
determined  to  wait  before  ihe  made  appli- 
cation elfewhere. 


CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.  XXI. 
Mifs  Murrells  enters  into  a  Service. 

AFTER  paffing  a  very  uneafy  night, 
Mifs  Murrells  and  "Mrs.  -Adams  were 
fitting  at  breakfaft,  between  ten  and  eleven, 
when  a  fervant  belonging  to  the  inn  enter- 
ed the  room,  and  demanded  if  either  of - 
their  names  were  Murrells;  being  anfvve:-- 
ed  in  the  affirmative,  fhe  laid,  a- gentleman- 
below  delired  Mifs  Murrells  might  be  in-' 
formed,  Mr.  Lee,  of   Hatton  Garden, 
begged  to  fee  her;  upon  which  flie  and  her 
nurfe  quitted  the  chamber;  and,  being 
fhewn  into  another  room,  fent  the  maid 
down,  with  her  compliments  to  Mr.  Lee,  . 
and  fhe  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  him.  The 
fervant  returned  with  a  young  fellow,  of  a 
fpruce  appearance,  who  accofted  her  in 
thefe  terms — "  If  your  name  is  Murrells, 
ma'am,  I  have  an  order  in  my  hand  toN  at- 
tend 
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tend  yourpleafure;"  delivering  her  the  let- 
ter Mifs  Moody  had  wrote  upon  the  "road  fs 
and  affuring  her  he  was  ready  to  execute  her 
commands :  having  perufed  the  letter,  ihe 
returned  it  to  him,  faying,  "  I  am"  greatly; 
obliged,  lir,  both  to  the  lady  and  you." 

"  I  think,  ma'am,  faid  he,  are  at 
pfefent  in  a  very  improper  fituation,  for  a 
•perfon  unacquainted  .with  the  ways  of  the 
town;  and  fmce  Mifs  Moody  has  done  me  the 
honour  to  appoint  me  for  your  protector,  I . 
mull,  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  you  ought  to 
quit  this  public-houfe  immediately ;  other- 
wife,  I  perceive,  by  the  behaviour  of  the 
people  upon  my  afking  for  you,  you  will 
be  liable  toaffrorfrs.'' 

"  Blefs  us!  faid  nurfe,  why  fhould  any 
body  affront  madam  h  I  am  lure  fhe  will  i 
give  offence  to  no  living  creature ;  and  fne'll 
pay  for  what  fhe  has,  or  I'll  pawn  and  fell 

every 
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every  thing  in  the  earthful  world,  'fore  flic 
fhould  want!" 

H  That  is  not  the  cafe;  (replied  he)  if 
you  were  to  pay  treble  for  what  you  had,  it 
would  not  fecure  the  lady's  reputation  from 
fufpicion :  the  woman  of  the  hcufe  (poke 
very  broadly  to  me,  when  I  enquired  for 
her;  for  which  I  curfed  the  jade  heartily, 
and  faid,  the  lady  was  a  patient  of  mine; 
for  you  know,  madam,  I  could  lately  fwear 
you  were  under  my  care." 

Mifs  Murrells  burftinto  tears,  and  laid, 
fuch  a  fufpicion  made  her  more  unhappy 
than  all  the  vexatious  incidents  Ihe  had  ever 
met  with:  "  But, fir,  continued  fne,  what 
would  you  advife  me  to  do  r  can  you  tell 
me  of  a  more  reputable  lodging?  for  as 
Mifs  Moody  fays  in  her  letter,  I  am  fo  un- 
fortunate as  not  to  be  enough  acquainted 
with  fuch  affairs,  to  provide  one  formyfelf." 


u  I  will 
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f*  I  will  endeavour,  ma'am,  to  find  out 
a  proper  one ;  but  as  your  intention  is  to 
fetde  in  a  fervice,  I  fliould  think,  if  you 
couM  procure  one  immediately,  it  would  be 
much  better  than  to  be  at  iuch  an  expence  ; 
not  to  mention  the  dangers  to  which  a  An- 
gle friendlefs  young  woman  is  expofed,  in 
this  part  of  the  world." 

%(  That  is  my  fole  aim,  fir;  and  Mifs 
Moody  gave  me  hopes  it  might  have  been 
in  your  power  to  help  me  to  one." 

"  She  does  indeed  prefsme  ftrongly  up- 
on that  head ;  and  as  I  can  depend  upon 
her  recommendation,  and  would  do  any 
thing  to  oblige  her:  I  had  no  fooner  read 
her  requeft,  than  I  applied  to  my  houfe- 
keeper,  and  alked  her  if  (lie  could  inform 
me  of  a  proper  fituation  for  a  gentlewoman 
who  was  qualified  to  attend  a  lady  of  con- 
dition ;  fhe  replied,  fuch  a  one  was  very  dif- 
ficult 
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ficult  to  obtain,  without  a  powerful  recom- 
mendation; but  faid,  there  was  an  old  SU* 
dy  of  my  acquaintance,  who  lives  within 
a  few.  doors  of  me,  that  was  in  immediate 
want  of  a.fervant,  having  been  obliged  to 
part  from  one  at  a  minute's  warning,  on 
account  of  (bma  light  behaviour.  Now, 
ma?am,  this  good  lady  has  long  been  my 
friend,  and  I  would  fooner  advife  you  to  ap* 
ply  to  her  than  any  one.     Her  family  is 
fmall,  confiding  of  no  perfons  but  herfelf; 
two  maids,  and> a  footman.     She  refides 
fometimes  in  town,  and  fometimes  in  lodg- 
ings, at, one  of  the  adjacent  villages;  and. 
isa  woman  of  fo  much  good  nature,  that, . 
I  dare  fay,  if  you  can  agree  upon  terms, 
the  place  would  be  more  agreeable  to  you 
than  one  in  a  larger  family,  where  yoir 
niight  be  more  liable  to  obfervation." 

"  By  your  defcription,  fir,  I  find  itfuch 
a:  place  as  I  could  wifli,  for  it  cannot  be 
tgo  retired  forme;  and  if  the  lady  will  ac- 
cept: 
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ceptof  my  fcrvice,and  make  kind  allow- 
ances for  my  inexperience,  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  attend  her  upon  her  own  terms." 

"  I  am  not  a  proper  judge  of  fuch  af- 
-  fairs,  ma'am;  but  if  you  approve  of  it,  I 
will  ftcp  to  her  this  moment,  and  acquaint 
her  with  that  part  of  my  dear  Mifs 
Moody's  letter  that  relates  to  you;  and  if  I 
find  her  inclinable  to  take  you,  I  will  return 
fometime  in  the  afternoon,  and  wait  upoiv 
you  to  her;  if  not,  I  will  feek  for  a  more 
fuitable  lodging  for  you,  than  a  public* 
houfe." 

This  propofition  was  very  agreeable  to 
Mifs  Murrells;  upon  which  he  left  her* 
promifing  to  give  her  intelligence  of  his 
fuccefs  by  four  o'clock* 

As  foon  as  he  was  out  of  hearing,  nurfe  • 
faid,   "  I  pray  to  know  who  this  gentle- 
man is?  and  how  you.  came  to  be  acquaint-  - 
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cd  with  him  ?"  And  received  for  anfwer,  a 
full  account  of  the  affair  between  him  and 
Mifs  Moody,  who  had  fent  him  to  Mils 
Murxells. 

te  Ho!  is  it  fo!  (faid  the  old  woman)  I 
beg  the  doctor's  pardon,  I  did  not  know 
who  he  was :  well !  I  commend  him  for  be- 
ing fo  earncft  to  pleafe  his  fweetheart ;  fhe 
feems  to  be  a  good  condition'd  creature, 
and  'tis  a  pity  but  fhe  fliould  have  the  man 
fhe  fancies;  and  yet,  may-hap,  (he  may 
pleafe  her  eye  and  plague  her  heart;  for 
to  my  thinking,  the  young  doftor  looks 
but  rakifh ;  and  I  doubt,  though  (he  is  a 
pretty  kind  of  body,  if  fhe  had  not  a  good 
potion,  fhe  might  go  whittle  for  him.  I 
heard  fomebody  below  fwear  at  the  landlady, 
as  if  heaven  and  earth  would  come  together, 
and  I  am  certain  it  was  his  voice.  Well ! 
there's  nothing  to  be  faid  for  fancy;  he  is, 
to  be  fure,  a  genteel  well-dreft  gentleman, 
but  he  looks  fo  iappy,  and  has  fuch  a  hatch- 
et. 
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et  face,  that  'tis  much  fhe  fliould  like 
him." 

Mifs  Murrells  faw  as  little  to  admire  in 
Mr.  Lee's  perfon  and  behaviour  as  nurfe; 
but  when  fhe  reflected  on  the  mift  love 
ufualty  calls  on  its  votaries,  and  Mifs 
Moody's  ignorance  of  the  world,  fhe  was 
not  fo  much  furprized  at  her  prepofleffidn 
in  his  favour.  However,  (he  determined 
when  (he  was  fixed  near  him,  to  enquire 
into  his  condudt;  and  if  it  proved  un- 
deferving  fuch  a  wife  as  Mifs  Moody,  as 
there  was  no  engagement  between  them, 
to  inform  her  of  it. 

At  the  time  appointed  he  returned  to 
the  inn,  and  Mifs  Murrells  and  nurfc 
accompanied  him  to  the  old  lady's  houfe, 
who  he  faid,  was  ready  to  talk  with  herj 
but  imagine  the  furprize  the  young  lady 
was  in  when  lhe  found  Mrs.  Durant  was 

Mr.  Lee'a 
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Mr.  Lee's  friend.  Mrs.  Durante  upon 
fight  of  her,  declared,  if  flh  e  had  had  any 
information  of  the  defign  which  brought 
Mifs  Murrells  to  town,  fhe  need  not  have 
troubled  Mr.  Lee;  and  could  fhe  fuit 
herfelf  to  her  private  way  of  life,  no  terms 
mould  part  them;  fhe  then  acquainted  her 
with  her  bufmefs,  which  being  no  more 
than  to  drefs  her  and  fit  down  to  her  nee- 
dle, appeared  fo  eafv  to  be  performed 
by  Mils  Murrells,  that  fhe  immediately 
agreed  :o  attend  her  next  day. 

This  affair  being  adjufled,  Mifs  Mar- 
rells,  nurfe,  and  the  gentleman  returned 
to  the  inn,  when  the  former  told  Mr.  Lee, 
fhe  muft  be  further  troublefome,  in  pro- 
curing a  lodging  for  Mrs.  Adams,  who 
propofed  to  ftay  in  town  till  (he  was  fettled; 
and  fhe  thought  jn  a  week  fhe  (hould  be 
able  to  judge,  whether  her  place  would 
fuit  her. 
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He  anfwered,  he  could  get  her  a  cham- 
ber at  a  chandler's  near  Mrs.  Durant's. 
This  being  agreed  upon,  he  left  Mils 
Murrells  and  nurfe  to  pafs  that  night  to- 
gether, who  entered  into  a  converfation 
concerning  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  day; 
when  nurfe  faid,  if  Mifs  Murrells  fhould 
like  her  new  miftrefs,  Ihe  would  return 
to  York  in  the  waggon  the  week  follow- 
ing, provided  Ihe  would  engage  to  give 

her  information  every  fortnight  of  her 
health. 

Next  morning  by  nine  they  were  told 
Mr.  Lee  was  enquiring  for  them;  upon 
which  they  left  the  inn,  and  went  with 
him  in  fearch  of  a  lodging  for  nurfe,  which 
they  eafily  found,  and  then  repaired  to 
Mrs.  Dur ant's;  who  very  obligingly  gave 
Mrs.  Adams  an  invitation  to  partake  of 
her  table  during  her  (lay  :  an  offer  no  lefs 
agreeable  to  Mils  Murrells  than  to  her 

nurfe;" 
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nurfe;  (he  was  very  thankful  to  her  lady, 
and  likevvife  to  the  gentleman,  who  had 
been  at  fuch  pains  upon  her  account* 
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